
Z GOMMIONS
Electio-n of Speaker

I therefore have the bonaur to mave,
seconded hy Mr. Robb:

That the Honourable Rodolphe Lemnieux, member for
the e!ectoral district of Gaspe, do take the chair of
this House as Speaker.

Riglit Bon. ARTHUR MEIGHEN (Leader
of the Opposition): Mr. Beauchesne, the
first duty oi the bouse has flot historically
been one wbich has generated any discussion
or any controversy. I do flot recali that in
the history of this parliament there has ever
been a challenge af the choice for the position
of Speaker. The nomination this afternoon is
of course made in the same manner as has
been aur customn, by a member oi the admin-
istration (Mr. Lapointe) who, in making it,
speaks as a member for a constituency of tbis
country and nlot as a member of the gaverfi-
ment. Parenthetically, I rnigbt say he coud
nat speak as a member of the government,
were that his duty, because there is no gaveril-
ment. As ye.t, liowever, we sit in tbe Bouse
ail as equals, and our duty is to take that
step in organizatian constituted by the elec-
tion of a Speaker. With wh'at the lion.
membher bas said as to the qualifications of
the late Speaker of the Bouse (Mr. Lemieux)
I arn in the fulleet accord. Very gladly I
testify to his irnpartiality, 'bis dignity and bis
accomplishments in the exercise of the higli
functions of Speaker.

Reference bas been made to tbis being a
step towards the adoption in our country ai
wliat lias been the practice in the Old Land-
the permaneney of a Speaker once elected
tbraugh succeeding parliaments and tbrough
succeedâing gavernments. I do not know tbat
the occasion calîs for comment on sucb prac-
tice. It is always referred to wben a Speaker
is elected, and neyer lias been followed before
in any empbatic sense; and thougb it is the
desire of hon. gentlemen opposite that at tbis
time it be followed, I arn afraid I must say
that I will bave more confidence in tbeir
fidelity to the practice wben it is put into
effect in the case of a Speaker wbo bas been
first selected by the other side ai the Bouse.
Notbing naw wauld be appropriate, save ta
express, so far as I arn concerned individually
-and I tbink 1 may say for those wbo are
around mne-entire satisfaction with the wark
already done as aur presiding officer by the
distingui5hed meraber for Gaspe, and ta assure
bim that in the exeraise ai lis duty in the
fortbcoming parliament, bie it short or long,
lie will receivie frorn us the samne courtesy,
the same fairness and deference to *bis ýhigh
post, which bie received in the lsst. Mention
bas been mnade that the duties ai the Speaker
in tbe late Bouse were arduous. These dutie.9
are always arduous, and were no less sa in
the last House than on otber occasions-bhut
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only hecause af tbe close attention necessary
ta long and sometimes wearisome debates.
I arn sure ail memdbers ai thbe Hause will
cancur when I say that in s0 far as these
duties could be made less oneraus, they were
made sa hy members oi ail parties in the last
parliarnent. No difficulty was placed in the
way of tbe Speaker, and that character and
level ai dignity it is aur purpose ta preserve
in this parliament as well.

Mr. ROBERT FORICE (Brandon): Per-
haps I rnay be perrnitted to say a f ew words
in reference to what bas been said regarding
the services rcndered ta this Bouse by the dis-
tinguished meinlier for Gaspe (Mr. Lornieux).
I amn happy ta have tbis oppartunity ai testi-
fying to my appreciatian-and I arn sure I
speak as wveli for thase hy wborn I arn sur-
rounded-of tbe dignity and uniailing cour-
tesy with vh.iclî be bas filled tbe office of
Speaker. I arn sure ahl those who w'ere in tbe
last parliament will he ab'e ta testiiy ta bis
absolute impartiality and ta tbe fairness ai
aIl bis rulings and decisions. I do nat intend
ta discuss at any length the matter of electing
.a Speaker permanently. 1 arn sure if we had
speakers sucli as the hon. neînber for Gaspé
we 0 liould lie vci'y loath ta make any change
àt tlie heginning ai a newv parliarnent. I arn
perfect'y sure tliat, if wo bave tbe hon. rner-
bei' for CGaspe in the chair <luring the' meet-
ings oi this parliament, ahl the decisions
î'cndcrcd will be characterized by justice and
fair dealing. Corning ta the last parliament
as a stranger, I was impressed most strongly
liv tbe d;gnity of tbe Speaker in tbe Bause,
,and I carried borne witli me a great admira-
tion for Bis Bonour. I arn glad indeed to,
support this resolution.

Mr. W. F. M'ACLEAN (Sautb York):
As ane ai tbe senior mernbers oi tbe Bouse.
I desire ta add ta 'wbat lias already heen said
hy bon. rnernbers wbao bave painted out that
the late Speaker af the Bouse. tbe honl. mern-

ber for Gaspe (Mr'. Lernieux), does possess
in a marked degree tbe first requisîte of a

good Speaker, namely, a kno-wledge of the
ru'es and practices oi the Bouse. Tbat is
a good thing for bim and for us. But he
lias atber higb qualities wbicb peculiarly fit
hirn for the office ai Speaker. In tbe first place,
lie keeps a cbeck on 'himself as Speaker; he
holds the Speaker oi tbe Bouse to the rules of
tbe Bouse as well as I bave ever seen it done,
and I bave seen a good many Speakers. B&
blso lias tbe quality ai fairness, which is an-
other essential. He has respect for the dig-
nity ai the office, and he farces every member
in thid Chamber ta maintaîn the dignity af
tbe Bouse and the dignity oi parhiament.


