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take over some of the unused sections oi
the Canadian Northern and Grand Trunk
and electrify them. I believe the Min-
ister of Railways (Mr. Kennedy) in this
House, will be a faithful friend of Sir Adam
Beck and of the Hydro municipalities, and
will do what hie can for the Hydro Radiais.

I believe hie will bring down a policy
in this connection ta give the Hydro an
option on what federal sections of our pub-
licly-awned railways the Hydro wants--
unlike the Canadian Northern Railway
the Hydro Radials ask no subsidies.
When they are operating through the
country they will give a service to
the farmers, sa Ithat the farmer of
Ontario will have a fair chance to market
bis crop ta his home market at cost. Sir
Adam Beck's report when presented re-
commended a radial system for Ontario.
The farmers are very strong for it, and
the reasan is this; that the steam roads
have absolutely fallen down in the pro-
vince of Ontario. In the Hamilton district,
the Toronto district and the London district
we have no steam suburban service. Mont-
real .has a steam subur'ban service; on the
national lines they have about six trains
.a day out and back. The Canadian Pacifie
has, I think, about 12 trains running out
and back the samne day; from the Island of
Montreal the Grand Trunk has far more
than that. In ail they have some 80 or 40
suburban trains a day out of Montreal-the
Toronto district has not a single suburban
train on the steam road, except one te Oak-
ville a n the Canadian Pacific. There is
an absence of any semblance of any steam
suburban service.

In the, territory back of Toronto, for
a distance of thirty miles, there is
n population of 800,000, over a third of the
population of the entire province. That
treat district is without a steam suburban
siervice. What is the resuit to the farmner?
He cannot get his craps to market. If you
go ta the Niagara district in August or Sep-
tember, you wiil find they have a difficulty
in getting out the fruit crop. If you go ta
Hamilton you will see the saine. Go ta
Mr. Drury's own constituency of Haltan.
and see the same and you will also see that
the farmers ini Halton are very much dis-
satisfied on account of the stand the govern-
ment hlas taken on the hydro radiais.
They are a unit iu Halton in that respect.
The absence of this service is the cause
of the high cost of living in the cities and
towns and of underproduction. The muni-
cipalities were forced ta asIc the Hydro
Electric Power Commission to, investigate
the radiais because-of the way the steam

roads fell down-these radiais have done
Sa xnuch for the farmers and the towns and
cities across the border. Sir Adam's report,
was prepared and then the municipalities
voted on and carried the various Hydro
Radial by-laws.

It is flot an Ontario gavernment radial
scheme, it is the municipalities' own scheme.
The government of Ontario neyer last a
dollar in -it or on the Hydro Light and
Power scheme. Every municipality has a
surplus from Hydro, except one or two not
yet beyond construction. I may say that is
the reason the radiais were brought' into
existence. Naw, because of the lack
of transportation in Ontario we have
rural depopulatian in this province.
In the period £rom 1904 to 1914,
500,000 people left the farms of Ontario
and went to cities and towns in the West
and to cities and towns in Ontario and the
United .States. Why? Some of my hion.
friends opposite and some hon. members an
the Progressive side of the House dlaimi that
that was due to the trade policy of the
cauntry. I say: No, it is not due to any ques-
tion of protection or free trade. Some of it
may be due to free trade in other countries,
because rural depopulation is a world wide
problem; but rural depopulation in Ontario
was not due to protection, it is not a local,
but a warld prablem; it has been brought
about largely by the war. What is the
reasont aud cause of this rural depopulation
in Ontario from 1904 to 1914 of, I think,
half a million people? It is because of lack
of transportation facilities on the farms,
because of lack of the very jay of living
an the farms, without conveniences such as
good ronds, hydro-telephones, hydro-tele-
graphs and hydro-radials. Prior to a few
years ago, there was no rural mail delivery,
no goods delivery and only a flag station
railway service from the steamn roads
throughout the province. 1 believe, how-
ever, that the hydro-radials will bring about
a remedy of those conditions.

Befare I conclude, I desire to say a few
words about the St. Lawrence waterway.
The people of Ontario and, I believe, aise
the people of the Western provinces are
vitally interested in this waterway. In
the first place, there is no coal in Ontario;
we have te depend on the 'Maritime pro-
vinces or the United States for aur ceai
supply. In about a hundred years the
United States' coal supply will be ex-
haus'ted; we are thus at the mercy of a
foreign country. The province contains
an abundant supply of water-power, in al


