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5. What authority dld he have for thls state-
ment?

6. Io It the Intention of the Government to
allow prominent officiais of the Board of Pen-
sion Commissioners tal tgke part in such con-
ventions and to, suggest to the delegates any
Plans either for Increase of pensions or other-
wlse?

Hon. Mr. ROWELL:
1. Yes.
2, .5 and 4. The Government has no offi-

ciai information on the matter.
5. No authority.
6. The Board of Pension Cammissioners

was appointed under statute. They have
the powers and authority given to them
under the statute, and are flot under the
control of the Crovernment.

QUESTIONS PASSED AS ORDERS FOR
BoEiURNS.

Mr. DUFF
1. What was the nuinber of shipe which

cleared from. Canadian ports durlng the year
1919 and loaded wlth Canadian products?

2. What was the number of shlps which left
-the harbour of Portland, Maine, ioaded 'wlth
Caýnadian products?

3. Hlow many tons of cargo did said shlps
carry from said Canadlan ports and from sald
.Amerlcan port?

1Hon. Mr. BURRELL: With reference ta
this question there will be no information
in, the -Customs Department except rwith
reference ta the last question, No. 3. It
can 'stand as an aider for a rturn.

,Mr. MACKIE (Edmonton):
1. What le, or bas been. the numericai

strength of the staff of the Department of Pub-
lie Works. by districts, throughout the Domin-
Ion of Canada since the lot of January, 1915,
to the 'lst of January, '19201?

2. What are the names of the employees?
3. What saiary ls piaid, or was, to each em-

ployee of the depart-ment during this period?
4. Whlch of said employees eouid have been

discharged. since January, 1917?
5. 11ow many enloyees In each district can

now be dlspensed wlth?,
6. What was the expen4iture In each aaid

district durlng the entire period?

JOINT DISTRIBUTION OFFICE
,OGAIZATION-.

Rt. Hon. Sir GEORGE FOSTER (Acting
Prime Minister> moved:

That the organization of the officers and
clerks e~ the Joint Distribution of the flouse
of Coxnmons and eenate, submitted ta tbls
flouse on the thlrty-first day of March by Ris
I-lonour the Speaker be approved and confirmed,
and that -a message be sent to the Senate to
acquaint their flonours therewlth.

-Motion agreed ta.
67J

THE STAFF 0F THE HOUSE 0F
COMMONS-ORGANIZATION.

On the Order being called:
That the. organization of the staff of the

flouse of Comenons, as submitted, to the.
flouse by is Honour the Speaker, on the
thurty-lret day of March, Ibo approved and con-
fiîrmed.-SlMr George Poster.

Rt. Han. Sir GEORGE FOSTER (Acting-
Prime Minister): With reference ta this-ý
resolution, I understand that it has been.,
the practice ta refer a ma.tter of this kindý
to the Committee of the Whole House, sa -
as ta give members an opportunity af easilyT
and familiarly discussing the matter. r
propose ta adopt that course ta-day and toe
move the House inta Committee of the-
Whole ta di-scuss this resolution. That
seems to me better t'han referring the mat-
ter to a special oommittee, but when. we
get into Commîttee of the Whole that ques-
tion can be taken up and discusised.

/Mr. SPEAKER: Inasmuch as there ie no
notice of the motion for a epecial commit-
tee, euch a motion now would require the
consent of the eause.

tHon. W. S. FIELDING <Sheiburne and
Queen's): There is this advantage in a
special comtnittee, that officiais who may
feel aggrieved, if there are sucli, and I have
no knowledge of it, could appear before that
spécial çommnittee and be heard, whereae
in Committee of the Whole that privilege
is not open ta them. It would seem an
obviaus conyenience ta have a small com-
mittee appointed bef are 'whom any indi-
vidual wha might feel himself aggrieved
could appear. I do not oee why we shauld
not give the offcials this opportunity.

Sir GEORGE FOSTER: In Committee of
the Whole we shall have the advantage of
the statement af Mr. Speaker with ref ai-
ence ta the classification, and -we efin tihen
decide rhether or not it would, be better
ta refer the matter ta a special cammittee.

Mr. BELAND: IL understand that there
is no desire on the part of the leader af
the House ta refuse the appointment of a
committee, the matter being anly pastponed
until we are in committee af the whole.

Sir GIERGE POSTER: Exactly.

Mr. BZLAND: And then we can affer sug-
gestions.

Sir GEORGE POSTER: Yes. 1 naw beg
ta mave:

That the organisation of the staff of the,
House of Commons. as submltted ta the flouse


