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a- littie knowledge of one subi ect ai fuel
supply mentionedf by the han. member for
Peterborough West, namely, alcahol. I
would not be- ini a pasition ta diseuse haw
f ar we might rely upon ithat for the devel-
apment of bnergy, other than human energy.

Mr. McMASTER: Only briefly.

Mr.- MEIGHEN: The coal of the Domin-
ian lies m'ainly, in the extreme provinces.
In the province represented in part by the
hon. member foi Cape Breton NorthÈ and
Vicoaria ý'Mr. McKenzie), there are, of
course, huge deposits ai -the character of
cai he describes. There are also, deposits
in the other Maritime Provinces; but the
great central ifravinces ai Ontario -and Que-
bec are in the main bereft ai that supply.
In Western Canada, coal ls found in Mani-
toba- in considerabie abundance, in Bas-
katchewan in greater abundance, and in
Alberta in abundance so'very great as ta
make that pravince one of rthe main sources
ai, sùppliy ofl the world. The province af
British Calumbia aisa contributes its quata,
and na meagre quata either. It ils fortunate
that in thase brovinces and aréas of Can-
ada where coal and, in the main, wood are
not ta be found, and where aoil'appears anly
in very limited quantities, we have another
sourcq af supply as yet only partially de-
veloped , thaugh developed in greater degiýee
than does apiy other country in the 'warld
deveiop it, namely, water-pawer. When one
says that ail those coal deposits lie in the
provinces that I have named, thiat daes nat
get us much. further ini the way of reacbiing
a salution ail what is called the fuel .prab-
lem of Canada. There are many -who ioasely
think or say thiat, inasmuch as there lies
in Alberta 12 per cent, lit is eaid-I think
the percentage is larger-a-f the reserve coal
ai the world, we there may -im.mediately
rely upan a great bank against -which we
can issue cheques for the dilseharge of the
national debt ai Canada, or even a bank
against which we can caîl for the asupply
ai the fuel needed ta heat our homes.
There are a lot of graver problems assaciated
with this question than the mere existence
ai what is deacribed as an inexhaustibie
source af supply in the bosam ai inother
earth. Il one taike in thase terme it would
be correct, I suppose, to -say that in most
sections of farm land in Western Canada
there lies the patentiality of a, million dol-
laeu' worth of value for the gôod of the-
peaple ai Canada. Vie value is, tihere al
right. The contenit ai the soil is there, the
sunlight .and the raine f ail upon the'lands,
and if human brain and 'human muscle aère

brbught lç bear and time daes its wark,
then doubtless the wealth wiil came. The
very saif1e argument applies ta aur coal.
There is in the province ai Alberta alane,
speaking fram memary, 400,000 milain tons
ai caal -deposits, chiefly lignite, very largely
bituminous, but with some anthracite,
which, thaugh not as hard as Penjnsylvanie,
anthracite, is claimed ta have an ail content
and ather contents whidh -make it a better
fuel. But the fact is undisputed that tJhe
invested capital heretofore applied ta the
coal ai that province bas returned ta the in-
vestor.. samething like only one-eighth aif
ane per cent ai annual revenue. It baB
been charged against the pol'icy af Canada
dating back for decades that we have given
these deposits, away ta speculatars and
others, but tlhe la-et ai the matter is that
up ta, the present haur the Dominion, as a
Dominion, bas not at ail losV its fair share
ai the weaith of those depgsits. It ià true,
some ai them have been ise alienated, but
even in those cases a return bas been se-
cured, and I think a comparisan between
the positian ai the country on the one hand
and the alienes or purchaser on the other
would show that the country came of
ratiher the better. The purchaser for the
most part, though there may be exceptions,
bas secured very little at ail on bis capital
invested, whereas the country bas secured at
ail events the purchase price and the Ecd-
vantage ai some development. Dating back
I think ta 1914, the alienation ai natural
resources ceased, except by means ai leasing.
A fee bas noV been given since that time,
and the coal.deposits, the same as ather
resources, have been let on rentai terms and
subject ta royalty; bath bringing in revenue-
ta the Dominion, and subject ta, carefuly
devised regulatians ta, pratect the public
interest sa bar as the beat experts at our
command could advise us how those inter-
ests cauld be protected. The difllculty lis-
mainly that the market within transportatian
range of the coal pit is sa limited that ta
turn ont the coal on such a scale as would
admit ai cheap production is very difficuit
indeed. When we reach the day wthen that
country wili have developed and industries,
have becoine established there and popula-
tion increased, the market will grow with
the grawth ai the nation, and -the autput of

bca will reach a pcale where it wiil more
easily compete in point af cost ai produc-
tion with coal field. in other lands.

Another factor in the situation la he
Western coal, and particuiarly- Saskatch-
ewan coal, is. mainly a lignite deposit, and
not ai -a natuire that admits ai *muèh ex-


