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Cowley, Alberta, MIay 9l, 1906.
To Mr. John Herron, M.P.,

House et Commons, Ottawa.
fil-- desire te rail your attentioni te the

unisaîisfactory conditions ibat prevail in the
beet cattie industry fi ibis province and
tbreugbeut western Canada geoerally.

ht 'a the prevailiog belief ut the tarmers that
the coimntios that 00w centrel tbe beet la-
dustry are normal, but that tbey are the
resuit et the workings et a combine, trust or
ether arrangement amengat the wbeilesale nînan
dealers, whose western besdquarters are in
Winnipeg.

Ail regular means bave been employed te iu-
ducs the geveroment et Manitoba te investi-
gate the conditions surroîîndiug (bis great in-
dusiry-but se far without succeas.

As profitable cattle-raising is, as yen kueow,
a mnalter et vital importance te the people et
western Canada, and as that great industry la
00W being rapidly killed by -the absurd prices
thaýt farmers receive for their beet cattie, I
taie the liberty et requesting yeu te raise the
questien on the flicr et tue Dominion parlis-
ment sud (to use your influence te bring about
a ýtbemeugb investigation.

I bave the boueur te be, Sur,
Youm ebedient servant,

EDWIN G. SMITH.

Now, just te show tie importance of tis
moatter te the three provinces referred te,
I nîay say that eut cf the 200,000 head cf
cattt e exported from Cainada lost yeor, tie
three provinces centmibufed ever 52.*000
heol, or 25 per cent. Wheu you Consider
cur population, Lt w-il] he seen tiat this trade
is eue cf immiense iînportaîîce te usq. Coli-
dirions lu the Nerthwest have te a great
exteut, led up te what wouid he iikeiy
Ie resuit l a combine. Ou accotant cf
the conditions Lu our Country-, the ordiuary
cattle exporter from casteru Caniada is
net w'ell quoiified te liandle our cattie.
Duriug the iast twenty-five years, w-e
have had mec corne frin easterui Commj
ada ut viusteste buy our cattie,
nien connected with the expert tmode.
But, owiug te the fact that the contiltions
diffet from tiose te whici they bave heen
accistomed, tiiese men have invariabl.v lest
mnoine.. Iu this part cf the country a mati
w-be wishes te purchase stock eaun go te
wlicre the cattie are, lock ever tiieni anîd
eVo-,iî bonldie tlîeîîîi. Euit, in the w-esternl
coîimîtry. the hu>-er mnust turimr a herse, anti
go ipemi the range. w-hîere perbaps a thons-
ami lîead aire meuindet i) anti value tbeîîî
frein herscha cit. The ci stcrîiiimen doc net
unierstand flue trade in tat ferimu. Theýe
conditions have led te the cattie tru'1ý,
drîftiug into the uîauds cf a few mcii w-be
are fomiliar witli it. 'hese bi>-ers liavie
gcuerily becu very, large îuoeîedt uîiîi.
It is tue opinion Lu thaf country--antd I he
iLe,-e rigbt]y-tlîaqt tiiere is a combhine. If
tiiete ks eue. Lt meLns tiat tue f;îriîrsý cf
tiat country- are iceinu-_ fremîî 20 te 27) lper
ceint 011 ever -1 aiiimai therý shbip. Tlijs LCz 'l
nia tter cf ver>- great Lmpertaiucc. To bock

Mr. HERRON.

il, th1e statement tlîat I have mtethor a
Combine exists, J miay cite, tue case cf one
eîinpany lu my riding 'who shijiped their

Owni cattle ]ast year anti realizedi fromn $8
te $10 a head more than w-as iiaid the
av-erage farmer !in that country- for bis
cattie. Tbar means, as 1 say, that the peo-
1)]e are lesing frei 20 to 25 per cent. J
houe the geverniment %vill take tfeic motter
iiio Colisi(Ieration1. lin fact. I hope the mlin-
i-ster wi]l give it bis persenial aittentieon. ai
tha ti commission te iîvestugate jute tiie
ina ter w-il] ho 'uppointed. T siloiou like te
heur frein the minister on tue siihject.

'%r. FISHIER. I may say that I have had
Somle representations cf a siînilar characrer
to tilIot w-hidi tue hion. geiît]einlai (M.fer-
i-ou>) lias just queted. J coîîfess tliot the
niatter is rather a puzzle te îne. I de neot
kîîowa any lnw on the statnte-boek under
ýwlîîch any cemibiniation te low-er l)rices con
be deait with. Thé genera] idea cf coin-
bines îs that tbe3- mise prices, and I arnl
a froid, that at the presenit tîne. there is
ne law that wouid enahie auybedy te juite-»
focre. I do net know what eauli e (loue;-
I amn net awýare cf the circumsranees suffi-
clieitly, ait the present fine ut any rate,
te know whether the facts as reported aire
correct l ail respects and in ail wavs.
But 1 think fiat fis is eule motter that Ns
w-vel] worth looking into. ami I wauit te g-tr
ail the information I possib]y eau lîpen it.
I hope te he abie te do se this year. if I
con find anytiing thât I Cani de that weuiii
tend te improve tie conditions cf tic catrin
trade lu fie wet, I shahl be eniy toc glad
te deo it.

,%I. STAPLES. I desrie te corrobora te
wbvlat the heu, gentleman fmeiui Alberta ha s
sain. 1 have had several ccmimuuicatieiî
frm thie w-est during this session cailing ait-
tentionl te this suhjecýt. and asking mie te
bring it itl on the floor cf the flouse. As te
the legisioture of MNanîtoha tlîey hiave beeîi
co]led tupen te heid an investigation. But,
os te giving the moatter considemoticu it hais
heeni couciuded tliot Lt is rather o subie -t
for tlîe federol govermîmemît te deal witli.
anti tîtat this geo-errnent ouiglt te tie jr
up]) Se far as o coîîbine Ns ccucemned« I

oinot utile te su>-. Biit certaiul]- tbe;c'
hnyers fer tue w-est. the ii, w-li hîaiidleý
our cattle !l Winnipeg anti otlier pa-~
se monipulate things that the protineer îk
net receiving the price that lie, shculd te-
cei-e for is cattle. I biave liad a uniet
exuîeriene-but on]>' n little iii sliijîutt
semne cattle iwyself te tie mnarket jîî Wiuîii-
p1eu. Last fa]] 1 teck a carloail of caittle
off my ew-n farmi .and ,perhiap, Lt wvill lie
juet os well that J shouiih relate mny ex-
perience as jt i-i lelp tlic jise te
airriveê ut aui idea cf the difftjctiles. I wae
eîîtirely greenî and Lnexperieiu-ed wli 1
siunýied these cattle te Wiîlileg.

The cattît 1liîlnd l Winipueg bite oe
eî-ening-. The follew'iug moruing I went
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