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No doubt it was the intention of the hon.
miember for South Oxford, as it has been the
intention of Parliament ever since. not that
politicians as such should secure appoint-
mennts to the otfice of Auditor General, but
tlat The responsible executive of this Gov-
ern'nent' should have the right of appoint-
ment to th-at office. That bas never been
questioned in this Parliament up to to-day.
and we are to learn from this impartial
otticer. we are to learn from this Auditor, if
you please, to-day that ever since 1867 there
has been sonething radically wrong, and
that only political considerations prevailed
in the first appointment, either to his office.
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We are attacked,. day in and day out, be-
cause of crass neglignctee, as it is alleged.
by lion. gentlenen opposite in regard to the
conduet of financial affairs. We are charg-
ed with lhaving permitted large sums of
money being improperly taken fromn the
public treasury ; we are charged with hav-
lig allowed thieves to break in and steal.

one hon. MEMBERS. Hear. hear.

Sir CHARLES HIBBERT TUPPER.
Some lion. members say, " Hfear, hear."
Thank God, these charges have not been
founded upon facts.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.
or any ot ce oi aniy ot ier (.eparmuent. i SrîHRE BET TPE
thintk that is an overdrawn statenient. event
regarding the system under which we live charges,Isay,ave not been found-
:1d under which this country is governed.)d L" lon. gentlemeni by theit' derisive cries of
Party ien, hon. gentlemen opposite me to-
day. may have that opinion, but that is not ai', hear." wouii niwld the.

fair or impartial judgment of the consider-imari LI"dgnetAudifitr Geeral1 negieeted bis duties. thlat
ations that prevail in appointments to office. de
Many oor cases could be cited te illustra-e fluancil afairs riglit ? Tbey know that

e ctrary. Then, again, e sas iereis yt in afi cases the
Supposing there were a change of government have'urged befo'e Parliament, that state-

to-niorrow, what efficiency would there be in the menthi Auditor General would bring
Audit Office if the incomers could put their uporilîua responsibility ln conuection with
friends, with short experience, and, therefore, in- wîîîcîî lie01(OCCuaVery humiliating
sufficient knowledge of the more important work
of the office, over the heads of those who havep o, ese nwithstin ifhe
always done their duty, and have full knowledge s o hisoponersantlefniosite
of it ? Is wetc in etee poieb(àf it? ri ht, le is flie niani who is cruiity. for lie

I call attention to that inorder to put in aof
sitronger ligit the authorities to which I fielio.iný,, tios hoi.gentlemien h.ave trie<l te
will refer later in regard to the sphere and this Fouse,and before tbe country
thle duties of the Auditor General. Again.
ihere is a sentence to which the Minister ioffWitli al the detectives
Finance. the leader of the Government in tsoueîadi

is or into this departmentHeai into that de-
A udîtor says partient, it s the great boast of hon. gen-

As long as your petitioner is in his present tleien opposite iu regard to their so-caiied
office, no .matter what party holds the reins orc s bat tey, eut of their own pecu-
power, every effort will be made to keep the! hi-enuity, and with ail their own pe-
financial affairs right, and in cases where it is im-c m u naided by the Governuient
possbleeto douoneac tts.Buoe tr ere siltthewer
to the tax-payers of the country wherein, in his
opinion, the wrong consists.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask how it can be that
the Auditor General should attempt to keep
1Le financial aif airs of this country right ?
I say that the tax-payers of this country
look at present to the executive to keep the
financial affairs right. I say that the Oppo-
sition are charged with the duty of seeing
that 1the executive :perforn those duties
themselves, and the Opposition would be the
first to deride, and sneer at, and laugh down
any executive that attempted to shield
themselves behind the Auditor General, and
to say that Parliament had put that respon-
sibility u.pon him as supervisor. But would
the Auditor General like to appear as the
responsible supervisor, for instance, of the
charges, whether exaggerated or otherwise,
that have been levelled against the executive
in regard to the conducet of financial affairs
of this country froi 1878 down to this date ?

nient. unaided by this parliamentary officer,
the A uditor General, or any one else, got upon
Sihe track of the guilty, and they proposet
in their own particular way, to ferret out
these iniquities and lay them bare. I have
referred to sone of the extraordinary state-
nents most unfortunately put into that
document, statements that will not, unfor-
tunately for this country, and for this Par-
liament, leave him in as strong a position
as he was before he put his name to those
statements. But I should like the House,
in order to appreciate some of the, criticisms
that I venture to make, to hear from the
Auditor General himself what he thouglht
his proper funotions were, not, on the eve
of a general election, mark you, Mf r. Speak-
er. not at a critical time, as this nay pos-
sibly be, but when lie came to that office
with good intentions, when he had studied,
as no doubt, judging from his report, le
had studied the legislation from. which our
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