No conflict or arms build-up, however small or
isolated, is irrelevant or can be ignored as any of them can
undermine the security of all of us.

Canada is determined to play a leading role in
moving the agenda forward. Our commitment and contribution
to the cause of arms control and disarmament is well
established. We will use the influence we have, and make
available the expertise we hold to help reduce the danger of
conflict, and to reverse the build-up of arms.

Our first goal at this Special Session, therefore,
should be to endorse continued adherence to a well founded
and realistic approach to arms control and disarmament.

This requires that we set clear, realistic goals,
and that we choose and adhere to priorities. 1In arms
control and disarmament, priorities must be established no
less than in other areas if we are to have specific
landmarks against which to measure progress. This lesson is
especially true for the United Natlons and for its arms
control activities.

This Special Session will help to keep alive the
spirit of progress and achievement if it can identify and
isolate those areas which command consensus and where we can
agree we should concentrate our efforts. Canada has
listened with interest and attention to the statements of
the Special Session. We believe that a measure of agreement
does exist on certain issues where Canada considers it would
be worthwhile to concentrate our attention in the future.

First, deep and verifiable reductions in the
arsenals of nuclear weapons must remain as the highest
priority in international disarmament.

The achievement of a comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
remains a fundamental and endurlng objective for Canada.
The Special Session should recognize the successful efforts
already made in Soviet-American negotiations in this area
and endorse this full-scale stage-by-stage negotiating
procedure.

No measure demonstrates the commitment of a nation
to nuclear disarmament more effectively than adherence to
the Non-Proliferation Treaty. Beginning last week and
throughout this Session, officials of the Canadian
Government, on my instructions, will be calling on the
Governments of all non-signatories of this Treaty, strongly
urging any nation that has not done so to accede to this
essential arms control treaty. I hope that the Special
Session will issue a similar call. It is no longer possible
to argue, as some have, that the superpowers must first
reduce their own nuclear arsenals. If that was a condition
preordinate, it has been met.



