Ministers discussed the irportant developments
concerning Germany which have teken place since their May
neeting, They welcomed the initialling of the treaty on the
basis of relations between the Federal Republic of Gernany and
the German Democratic Republic on 8th November, 1972 and
the statement of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Federal Republic of Germenv that it is envisaged that

bodies of the Federal Republic of Germany for approval. They
took note of the statement of the Federal Foreign Minister that

to be considered sinmultaneously by the competent organs of the

world organization. Ministers took note of the declaration

of the Four Powers of 9th November, 1972. 1In this declaration
the Four Powers recorded their agreement that they will suppor:
the applications for uenbership in the United Nations when

Denocratic Republic, and affirm in this connection that this

of the Four Powers and the corresponding, related quadripartite
agieenents, decisions, and bpractices. As regards the relations
oetween France, the United Kingdom, the United States and the

Conventions and documents of 26th May, 1952 in the version of
23rd October, 1954,

On the basis of these developments,
individual member governnents night wish to enter
into negotiations with the German Democratic Republic with a
view to establishing bilateral relations. In this connection
iinisters reaffiriead the solidarity of the Alliance partners
in questions concerning Germany, naintained since entry of the
Federal Republic of Germany into the Alliance. The member
states of the Atlentic Alliance expressed their continuing
Support for the policy of the Federal Republic of Germany to
work towards a state of peace in Europe in which the German

Lecordingly, they 11111 continue to take fully into account the
Special situetion in Germany, which is characterized by the

aenbership shall in no way affect the rights and responsibilities

Federal Republic of Germany, Ministers noted that this declaration




