see the conflict in its true perspective, and with the conflict, also in it8
true perspective, the war effort of our own country. Unless we are t0
abandon altogether the basis upon which we have proceeded from the out-
set, our war effort must be kept properly related in time, nature and place,
to that of the allied powers. 2

We must never forget that freely, and as one people, we entered this
war. As one nation we ranged ourselves on the side of freedom. As oné
nation we fight to-day, and as one nation we will fight to the end.

Three Distinct Periods—I. The Shadow of War

To help you gain a true perspective, may I remind you that the
war itself did not commence until September last. Nine months have
not yet passed since Parliament authorized expenditures for active partici-
pation in the war, and in particular for co-operation by Canada with the
allied powers in the theatres of war in Europe.

As regards the war, there are three periods which may be considered
as separate and distinct. There was the first period, what I might call the
shadow of war, during which time there was still a hope for peace. Within
that period the democratic nations worked for peace. While they worked
for peace, they also prepared for war. If they had not worked for peacé
they would have been accused of precipitating war, not only by the preseﬂt
enemies of democracy, but also by their own people. They prepared for
war more slowly and later than their enemies. The very strength ©
democracy in peace time became in some measure a handicap in war-time;
and in preparations for war-time. The final preparations had necessarily
to await the hour that would gain for them the sanction of their Parlia-
ments. That hour came to Canada with the calling of the special sessiol
of our Parliament.

(]

I1. The Outbreak and Beginnings of War

There begins the second period. When the shadow had deepened, the
storm broke and war began. Britain and France believed that the war
would be long. They still believe that they were right in that belief. They
planned for at least a three-year war; four years were mentioned as a
possibility. Hitler doubtless knows that he can only win a short wal:
Britain and France knew that they could only win a long war. They
asked us to join with them in planning for a long war. Our first efforts
therefore, while designed to make the greatest possible contribution at the
beginning, was also planned so that, from month to month, man-powe*
would grow, production would grow, output of munitions and supply woul
grow, until at the critical time when aceumulated strength became the
decisive factor, it would be available to ensure victory.
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