
theory and practice are to found because here is to be found the minimalist 'art of the

possible' associated witb post-Westphalian realism. which effectively excludes certain
questions, themes and issues from serious analytical and strategie consideration to the
present day.

More immediately 1 seek here to indicate the dangers of a post-Westphalian
consensus which, from its very beginnings, left out of its analysis some of the crucial
ambiguities and complexities of the late Mediaevai/early modem period in favour of a
particularly narrow representation of the modem inter-state system. This reductionist

process, I suggest, is a major legacy of the Westphalian model in the current era, one
which continues to influence the new foreign policy debate ini Australia.

The end of the Thirty Years War in 1648 and the treaty signed at Westphalia in that
year is comnmonly represented as a historical point of origin for the modem state
system. It represents in this sensé the moment when Res Publica Christiana, the
world of the Holy Roman Empire, of Papal decrec and the moral and legal unity of
the Mediaeval age, gives way to a recognisabiy modem age of state sovereignty,
moral and legal indepedence and religious tolerance and diversity. It saw the
universalist conception of political and moral comnmunity established under Church
and Emperor displaced by a new world order centrcd on autonomy, fragmentation and
the mule of sovereign princes established in territorial and secular-legal terms. More
precisely, the shift from ancient to modem associatcd with the Treaty of Westphalia


