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4. 	Gravely concerned about its devastating consequences on children, many of 
whom are victims of armed conflict or are forced to become child soldiers, as well 
as the negative impact on women and the elderly, and in this context, taking into 
account the Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly on Children, 

6. Concerned also about the close link between terrorism, organized crime, 
trafficking in drugs and precious minerals and the illicit trade in small arms and 
light weapons, and stressing the urgency of international efforts and cooperation 
aimed at combating this trade from both a supply and demand perspective, 

7. Reaffirming our respect for and commitment to international law, and the 
purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, including 
the sovereign equality of States, territorial integrity, the peaceful resolution of 
international disputes, non-intervention, and non-interference in the internal affairs 
of States, 

8. Reaffirming the inherent right to individual or collective self-defence in 
accordance with Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, 

9. Reaffirming the right of each State to manufacture, import and retain small 
arms and light weapons for its self-defence and security needs, as well as for its 
capacity to participate in peacekeeping operations in accordance with the United 
Nations Charter, 

10. Reaffirming the right of self-determination of all peoples, taking into account 
the particular situation of peoples under colonial or other forms of alien domination 
or foreign occupation, and recognizing the right of peoples to take legitimate action 
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations to realize their inalienable 
right of self-determination. This ' shall not be construed as authorizing or 
encouraging any action that would dismember or impair, totally or in part, the 
territorial integrity or political unity of sovereign and independent States conducting 
themselves in compliance with the principle of equal rights, and self-determination 
of peoples, 

11. Recalling the obligations of States to fully comply with arms embargoes 
decided by the United Nations Security Council in accordance with the Charter of 
the United Nations, 

12. Believing that Governments bear the primary responsibility for preventing, 
combating and eradicating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its 
aspects and, accordingly, should intensify their efforts to define the problems 
associated with such trade and find ways of resolving them, 

13. Stressing the urgent necessity for international cooperation and assistance, 
including financial and technical assistance, as appropriate, to support and facilitate 
efforts at the local, national, regional and global levels to prevent, combat and 
eradicate the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects, 

14. Recognizing that the international community has a duty to deal with this 
issue, and acknowledging that the challenge posed by the illicit trade in small arms 
and light weapons in all its aspects is multi-faceted and involves, inter alia, security, 
conflict prevention and resolution, crime prevention, humanitarian, health and 
development dimensions, 
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