monthly average for‘the year 1947, -
‘Value of domestic merchandise exported
‘during the month .was $235,400,000 compared
with $2%66, 200,000 in December:and $208, 600, 000
in January, 1947. The month‘s export trade
‘exceeded the montMly average for 1947 by
$4, 200,000, -
“The .ovérall ‘commodity trade:balance:with
ell.countries: was: favourable to Canada:to: the
.extent of $33;000,000, compared with $76,700,-
000 in December:and $36,700,000 a year age.
. Favourable balance: with' the United Kingdom: was
;$43,400,000 compared:with $52,500,000 in
‘December. and- $36, 300,000 in January;, 1947. The
debit - balance: with the United States was $43,-
200,000 .compared: with:$33,900,000 in December
and $55,800,000 in January last year,

CHI. GRATEFUL: " A message of appreciation
for Canadian:relief:essistance :to China has
been: received: by the Canadian Anbagsador-in
Nanking, Mr, T.C, 'Davis,  from the Directerw

.General .of the Chinege National Relief' and

"Rehabilitation: administration in Shanghai; Mr.
P.H. Ho, the Department of Externsl Affairs
announces,

In‘aletter-to Mr: Davis, Mr. Ho said:
"The'closure of (NRRA operations” gives me

&n. .opportunity to express to you, and through
you to your Govetmmment, my:appreciation and
that of the.Administration:for the great-con-
tribution your-countfy has.made:to' relief and
rehabi litation' in Chins. i B

-~ "he material:contributien from.ydur Gov-
emnment-has:been'arlarge one, but of equal
importance~to us has been:the-work of the

“Canadian-nationalsi who-have: worked shoulder to
shoulder with:us during the past two years.

~.Some of-these:have:been programme personnel,
- whothave'had an-opportunity of serving directly
with: their Chinese colleagues and in-this way

‘théy have added ‘to the successof this
aspect of our Programme, 'which is one that

- hagralwaysi been -very clese to our hearts. We
"know that-the pattern: wvhich we have: worked out
"~ in this connection will be one which can be
followed whenever:foreign: assistance is given

to China: in- the  future.
"' am sare-you share my:satisfaction with

“the: establishment of the Trusteeship and the
Rehabi bitacion Commission' shich  will - be in-a

“'position to :continue the'work o f UNRRA and

NRRA-in ' certain long<term projects. "

MISS -SCOTT -WELCOMED -HONE: Fnthusiastic
crowds thronged QOttawa:streets when Miss
Barbara Ann ‘Scott: arrived home fromher: skating
triumphs in Burope. .
* . “There was'a good deal of hatred abroad,
i Prime Minister Mackenzie King said at the
civic' lunch given:in Miss Scott's honor but
"Barbara Ann has shone forth like a bright
star in'a- troubled world.

™ou have' given us courage and strength' and
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‘have made us realize the discipline md trials

you have had' to undergo™, - the Prime Minister
remarked, "The road to:success is:the-road 6f
‘discipline.- It has'been in the'nature of an
inspiration?, .
"Just® two'monthst ago* hen he' wired' congratu-

lations to'the: gkating star: competing in- the"
European  championship in' Czechoslovakia, no-

one could foresee the: events: which had taken
place during- the past-week in-that' country.
. "The mention of Prague: suggests how quickly
the scene has changed-and it helps to:bring to

our minds'also the contribution that Barbara

“Annhas made  to the'intemational - situation®,
‘he added. ' '
~In-Europe, Migs 'Scott'won:the Furopean,
‘Olympic: and World figure skating championships
for: women.

INNIGRATION TOYALS: l.atest official-totals
of immigrant arrivals anneunced by the Immigra-
tion Branch of the Depsrtment of Mines'-and

Resources show that 11,072 .Displaced Persons
had beenwelcomed to- Ganada?iy ~the end of

‘February. .

Of this' figure, -3; 432 people came to-close

‘relatives already residing in-the Domihion,
"400° were prphan’ children,  and 7; 240- were: work~
-ers who'wvere brought-to this-country in res-
_ponse to requests:submitted by various in-
‘dustries,

‘The wotkers comprised: the: fello’wing' groups:
Domestics 1, 264; woodeworkers, .3, 568; - textile

‘workers, 2X00; garment:workers, 581 garment
-workers’ dependents, 409; miners, 705; railway
cworkers, - 214; steel workers, 91; steel wotkers®

dependents, - 7; -foundry workers, 64; hydro
workers, 141, : R
TwentyesiX per-cent of the immigrants, or

2,830, are-of Polish origin, the next:largest
‘racial group:being Ukrainians, who numbered

2,6 0. Another:large  group were'Lithuanian,

" their numbers totallinrg 1,6 14.

More than ones<halfof the Displaced Persons,
6,054, went'to Ontario. Quebéc received- the
next' largest number,- 3,058, and 920 have gone
to Manitoba.

FOOD AND DRUG CONTROLS: Dr. C.A. Morrell,

‘chief Dominion analyst and director of the

food- and  drugs' diwisions of the Department of
National:Health: and: Wel fare, has left on a six
weeks’- visit to the United Kingdom' and  Burope

‘during which-he:will:discuss with government

officials abroad; Caneda’s foed and drug con-

“trols.

.- Several times-in recent -months, National

‘Health Minister-Martin' reveals, Canada -has had
‘to' réfuse entry’ to’ imported goods: because- they
‘did'not:conform to Canadian gtandards, -re-

garded- as among the highest in-the world. By

“consultation: wi th- govemmental control agencies
‘abroad, it-is hoped that Dr. Morrell may:elim-
“inate- some of theserdifficulties  and lessen
‘the problems of intemmational- trading,

@
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'REPORTED IN PARLTAMENT BRIEFLY i

SE_ DRESS ENDS: Debate on
Address in: the House of Commons which began
December 8 ended March 9. From time to- time,
since it bhegan, the-debate was interrupted: to
make' way for emargency Covernment: legislation.

*The Address'was adopted on a vote of 107
to 95 ---Government majority 12. Progressive
(Conservatives, €. C.F. and Social Credit members
voted in the negative.

Earlier-in‘the week, Mr. Speaker Fauteux
ruled the Secial Credit sub<amendment (C.W.B.
March 5, P. 1)-out of order.on the ground that
it was not'relevant to the question on vhich
the original amendment was proposed.

Mr. Low appealed and the Speaker’s ruling
was sustained by 107 to 89.

After further debate, the House divided on
Mr. Bracken’s non-confidence amendment,-This
was defeated by 101 to 85,

Mr. Shaw then again moved-his previous
sub«amendment, ‘this time as an amendment to
the main motion,

Mr. Speaker ruled it out of order on the
ground that it:was-an encroachment on the
Governor General's prerogative to recommend
expendi tures.

From this ruling, Mr. Low appealed.

The House sustained the Speaker by 108 to

14. '

MAIN ESTIMATES TABLED
TOTAL OF $1,985 MILLION: The Minister of

Finance, Mr. Abbott, tabled the Estimates for
the fiscal year 1948-49 following the close of
the debate on' the Address from the Throne. The
total of these Estimates is $1,985, 146,060,
which represents a decrease of more than' $131
million from the total FEstimates submitted for
the fiscal year 1947-48. Further Supplementary
Estimates for the fiscal year now closing are
still to:be submitted to' the House of Commons,
and it may be expected that, in-accordance
with the usual experience, Supplementary Fs-
timates for the new year 1948-49 will later be
found necessary to cover requirements that
cannot-now be foreseen.

“The ptincipal decreases in the Estimates

for next year as'compared with the year now
closing are to’'be found in the items for the
Departments of Vetérans Affairs, Reconstruc-
tion, Finsite, External Affairs and Agricul-
ture, They- arise: largely from the lower amounts

"required- for' food and cost of living subsidies,

relief to Europe, and for the closing cut and
contraction of various demobilization-and re-
congtruttion activities, aswell as a reduction
in the number of veterans still drawing ben-

efits, gratuitiesand re-establishment credits.

The principal increases are to be found in the
Deparwments of Mines and Resources, Health: and
Wel fare, Revenue, Public Works and Transport,
as well as in votes for government-owned en-
terprises. Major increases-are associated with

higher old age pensions, more families receiv-
ing Family Allowe#nces, more health services to:
Indians, an expanded Income Tax administration,
expanded survey and mapping work, improved .
roads and facilities for tourists in National
Parks, extension of Indian' education, ' increased
costs for operatioh maintenance, repair and
improvement of public'works, construction and
improvement - of airperts and air services, and
essential reconstruction of -maritime ports.

"EXPENDITURES CURTAILED

‘In-his press statement on- these Estimates,
Mr. Abbott emphasized that the Covermnment was
curtailing its expenditures severely at this
time, notwithstanding increases in the cost of
goods and services it pays for, because of the
need to hold in check the inflationary pressuré
of total expenditures, bothprivate and public.
Particular efforts were made in preparing and
in revising the Estimates to keep to a minimum
expendi tures on' construction and on capital
ecuipment, in view of the'excessive demands
upon Canadian' capacity in these fields and the
need to conserve expenditure of U.S. dollars
on imported equipment and materials. As a con-
sequence, many puElic- works and other important
construction projects are being deferred until
a' later period #hen' labour and materials will
be more readily available for them. The only
new cap ital projects ineluded in the Estimates
are those which sre regarded as so urgent that
they must:be tariied out-at this time not-
withstanding the scarcity of labour and mate-
rials and the desirability of deferring all
works that can possibly be deferred. Expen-
ditures are -being permitted on the planning
and desipn of construction and equipment pro-
jects shoge:ekecution is being deferred, in
order that they may be carried out without
delay shen economic.conditions are suitable.]

CHANGE IN PROCEDURE

In the case of the Department of National
Defence, a change has been made in the Estimate
procedure which recognizes the fact that in
this Department, particularly under current
conditions, it i8 necessary- to have commitment,
autherity in extess of the amount that will]
probably be  expénded: during the year. Under
established practice, each vote in the Es-!
timates not only sets a:limit upon the ex~
penditures for that purpose in the year but|
also upen the contracts and other commitments'
that may be undertzken:vwhich may require pay-
ment during that year, even though it may
later turn out that nayments were not in fact
required. During the present fiscal year, for
instance, the actual expenditures of the De-
parement of National Defence are likely to
fall slightly below $200 million although the
Estimates made provision for $243 million. For
the new fiscal year, account is being taken of




