
(C. fil• B. NarCh 12, 1948) 

.REPORTED IN 'ÈARLIAMENT BRIEFL'Y 
monthly • average -  for. the year 1947. 

Value of domestic merchandi se exported 
•during the month eves  $235,400,000  compared 
with $266, 200, 000 in .Deceinber ,  and $208, 600, 00Q 
in January, 1947. "ilier>.month *  s export trade 

•exceeded • the montftlyn average for 1947 by 
$4, 200,. 900. 

The  ;overall - commodity • trade balance: with 
all countries ,  was. favourabl e • to Canada ," to the 
extent of $33; 000,000, compared wi th $76, 700-, - 
000 in 'December: and $36 700, 000. a year ago. 
Favourable balance : with- the • Uni ted -  Kingdom: was 

• $43;;400,000 compared. with  $52 ; 500,000  in 
I •December. and $36,300,000. in January, 1947. • The 

 debi t' •bal ance: with' the United States- was' $43,- 
200,000 . comPared, th $33, 900, 000 in Deeember 
and $55.,800,000 in January.- last • y ear. 

CHINA GR477,111:  ' A' m ea sage of apprecia,tion 
for .Canadian relief .  assistance  to  China • has 
been. received: by the Canadian .Ambassador 'in 
Nanking, Mr. T.C. 'Davis, from the De rector-
General .of • the • Ch inese National Relief' and 

' Rehabilitation' adminiatration in 51anghai, tvIr. 
P;H. Ho, the Department of. External Affairs 
announces, 

In' a' letter' to Mr: Davis, Mr. Ho  said  
'lhe' closure of CINIRRA operations" gi v es me 

an opportuni ty • to express to you, and through 
you to •your Government, my. appreciation and 
that of' the . Admini st ration for the great .  con-
tribution your' Country haernade to' relief and 
rehabi  ii  tati on in • China. 
• "The material:. contribution from yOur Gov-

. ernment ..has !been ,  a large: one,. but of equal 
importance tto us has • been the ..wo rk o f the 
Can ad Ian. national sl who. have: worked shoulder- to 
shoulder with; us 'during  the  past two years. 
Some o f..these -have ,  been programme personnel> 
v.ho have' had- an oppo rtuni ty  of  serving di re c t 
with their Chinese• colleagues and in  • this way 

'tlieY have added to  the  • success of thi 
aspect of our Programme, which  is one that 
has. al way an been - very close to our hearts. We 
Icnow• that the pattern ,  vihi. ch. we  have  worked out 
in this connection. will. be  .one. which can be 
followed whenever- foreign ,  assistance is given 
to China in • the  feture. 

"I' am sure you share my satisfaction  with 
the establishment of  the Trusteeship • and the 
Rehabillftation Cemmission which will be in • a 

•pe si ti on to continue the wo rk o f UNRRA and 
CNRRA in tertain . long-term pro j ects. " 

MISS SCOTT  ••WELCOMED HONE:  Enthusiastic 
crowds . thronged Ottawa streets when Miss 
Barbara. Ann Scott arrived home from' her. skating 
triumphs- in Europe. 

There was' a good deal of hatred abroad, 
Prime Mini ste r Mackenzie K ing said. at the 
civi c lunch given in Mi ss Sco tt s hono r but 
"Barbara Ann has shone forth like a bright 
star  •  in' a  • troubled' world. . 

"You  have  given us courage and strength. and 
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have made us realize' the  discipline- and trials 
you have had to. undergo!, - the Prime • Mini ster 
remarked, "The. road.•to. success is the road éf 
discipline., /tiles' been in  the  nature o f. an 
inspiration!. 

Just two months ,  ago . when' he ,  wi red .  congratu-
lations  to  the  skating ,  star' competing 'in the•  
European .  championship • in Czech° sltivaki a, • no 
one could foresee .  the events ,  léhich had taken 
p lace during' the past. week in' that • Country. 

"The mention  of Prague-suggests how quickly 
the scene has changed and it helps • to' bring- to 
our minds' also the' con tri but •ion that Barbara 
Ann has made- to the .  international si tuation", - 

 he added. 
In ..Europ e Mi as. Sco tt won the- European, 

Olympic .  and World  figure- skating- championships 
for  women.. 

leIGRATION • TOT4I.S.;'  La tts t  official  • totals 
of immigrant arri vale ,  announced' by the linmi gra-
ti on • Branch of • the • Dep artmen t • o f Mines 'and 
Resources• show' that 11, 07 2 -  Displaced Persons 
had been welcomed to 'Canada by the end•of 
February . 

Of this• figure,  • .3; 432,  people  came- to .  close 
•relatives  already residing' in the..Deminion, 
•400' were  orphan' children, -  and-  7; 240 were  work.. 
•ers who were 'brought- to this; country in res-
ponse. to • requests' submi ttecr by various in-
. dustriee. 	 • 

-The .  workers• comprised ,  the  following• groups: 
Domestics. 1, 264; woodeworkers, 3, 564; textile 
workers, 200; • garment. workers, 581; garment 
workers° dependents, . 409; miners, 705; railway 
Workers, - 2:14; steel- workers, 91; steel. workers' 
dependents „ • ; foundry workers, 64; hydro 
workers, 141 .  

Twentyesiï per. cent  of  the immigrants, or 
2;830,- are • ef Poli sh • origin, • the next. largest 
racial group being Ukra inianS, who ntunbered 

.2,620/ Another ,  large' group- were - Li thuanian, 
thei r• numbers to tallierg 1,614. 

• More  than oneehalf of the- Di sp1aced Persons, 
6 , 054, went' to Ontario. Quebec received the 
next ,  lergest. number, - 3,058, - and 920. have gone 
to Manitoba. 

FOOD AND DRUG , CONTROLS:  Dr. CA: Morrell, 
chief Dominion. analyst . and. di rector of the 
food. and drugs divisions of the. Departrnent of 
National Health. and liVel fare, has left  on a six 
weeks' • visit to the United-Kingdom- and Europe 
during which-he. will ,  discuss with government 
officials. abroad Canada 's food- and drug- con-
trois.  , .  

Several' times- in recent. months, National 
Health Minister-Martin. reveals, Canada-has had 
to refuse entry' to' imported goods. because- they 

; di d . no t ' conform to Canadian standards, re-
garded- as among the highest. in .  the world. By 

• consultation- wi th. governmental c.on trot agencie.s 
abroad, it is-hoped that- Dr., Morrell may- elim-

- inate -. some of these di ff icul ti es.  and  lessen 
the ..p ro blems of: international trading, 

HOUSE • DEBATE ON ADDRESS ENDS:  Debate on 
,Address  in-the  House of Commons which began 
Dec.ember 8 ended-March 9. From time to • time, 
since' it began, • the -  debate' was interrupted to 
make way for emergency- Government. legislation. 

The  Address. w a s adopted on a vote of 107 
to 95 -- .Government majority 12. Progressive 
Conservatives, C. C. F.. and Social Credi t. members 
voted in the-negative. 

Earlier- in the- week, Mr. Speaker Fauteux 
ruled the Saci al. Credi t sube amendment (C. W.B. 
March -  5, .P. 1) out of o rder . on the ground that 
it was not -. relevant to the question on which 

the original amendment was proposed. 
Mr. Low appealed and the Speaker's ruling 

was sustained by 107 to 89. 
Afeer further debate, the I-louse divided  on 

 Mr. Bracken's non-confidence. amendment, • This 
was. defeated .  by 101 to 85. 

Mr. Shaw then again moved - his previous 
sub. amendrn en t , thi s time as an amendment to 

the ma in • motion. 
Mr. Speeker .  ruled it out of order on the 

ground that e t . was . an encroachment on the 
Governor General s prerogat ice to recommend 
expenditureS. 

Fron • this- ruling, Mr. Low appealed. 
'Ihe House sustained the Speaker by 108 to 

74. 
• 

.MAIN ESTIMATES TABLED 
TOTAL OP $2,985 MILLION:  The Minister  of  
Finance, Mr. Abbott, tabled the Estimates for 
the fisc' year 1948-49 following the close of 
the debate on the Address from the•Throne.  The 
total o f • these Estimates is $1,985,146,060, 
which represents a decrease of more than  $1,31 
mill ion • from the total Estimates submitted for 
the fiscal year 1947-48. Further Supplementary 
Estimates• fer the fi scal year now closing are 
still to ,  be submitted to • the House of Commons, 
and it may be expected that,  in  accordance 
with the usual experience, Supplementary ES-
timates for the• new year 1948-49- wiiII later be 
found necessary to cover requirements that 
cannot - nove be foreseen. 

The principal decreases in the Estimates 
for-next 'etc ea' compared. with the year now 
closing are to 'be found -  in the items for the 
Departments .of Veterens' Affairs, Reconstruc-
tion, Finsrice, External • Affairs' and Agricul-

. ture. • iher arise! Largely  from the lower amounts 
required•  for food and cost of living- subsidies, 
relief to Europe, and for the closing out and 
con tractien of -  varieus• demobi 1 ization • and re-
construction activities,' as well as. a reduction 
in the  nutnber of veterans still drawing ben-
efits, gratuities and re-establishment credits. 
The principal increases are to be found in the 
Departments of Mines and Resources, Health' and 
Welfare, Revereae, Public Works and Transport, 
as well es  in  vetes for govemment-owned en-
terprises.. Major increases-are associated with  

higher old age pensions, more families receive 
 ing Family Allovences, more health services eto• 

Indians, an eeanded Income.'Tax administration; 
expanded survey and mapping work, improved 
roads and facilities for • tourists .  in National 
Parks, • extension of Indian' education, increased 
costs for operation maintenance, repair and 
improvement of public. works, • construction and 
improvement. o f • airports• and-  air services, and 
essential. reconstruction of-mar itime ports. 

EXPENDI TURES CURTAILED 

In -hi s -  press statement on these Estimates 
Mr. Abbott emphasized that the Cnvernment was 
curtailing its expenditures severely at this 
time, 'notwithstanding increases in the cost• o 
goods and services it pays for, because of the 
need to hold in check  the  inflat ionary pressure 
of  total  expenditures, both private and public.  
Particular. efforte. were made in preparing and 
in revising the .  Estimates to- lceep to a minimum 
expendi tures on .  construction- and on cap ital 
equipment, in• view of the. excessive demands 
upon Canadian .  capacity in these fields and the 
need to conserve. expenditure of U. S. dollars 
on imported equipment• and materials. As a con-
sequence, many public- works. and other important 
construction projects- are being deferred until 
a• later period when labour and materials will 
bennore• readily available for them. The only 
new. cap ital projects included in the Estimates 
are' those. which are; regarded as so urgent that 
they muet be cariied out at this time not-
withstanding -  the  • scarcity of  labour  • and mate-
rials and the desirabil ity of deferring all 
works th can possibly be • deferred. Exp en-
di tures are- being permitted on the planning 
and design o f• construction -  and equ ipment pro-: 
jects wheee .  ettcutiien is being deferred, in 
order that they may be carried out without 
delay then econettic, conditions are suitable:. 

CHANGE IN PROCEDURE 

In the caee of the .  Department of National 
Defence, a change has• been made in the Estimate. 

 nrecedure• recognizes' the fact that in 
this Dëpartment, particularly under' current 
conditions, it ie necessery • to . have .  commitment, 
authority in excess of the amount that will 
probably be• expended- during the year.• Under" 
establiehed practice, each vote in the Es-! 
timates not only - sets  a- liait  upon the ex..., 
pendituree for that purpose in the year butt 
also upon the contracts and other commitments' 
that •may be undertaken:which may require pay-, 
ment during that year, even though it may 
later nun out that payments were not in fact 
required. During the erese.n.  t fiscal year,  fo t 
instaece, the actual expenditures of the De-. 

 partmtIi  c f  National. Defence are likely to 
fail-sli)itly below $200 million although the 
Estimates made pro;fision for $243 million. For 
the• new fiscel year, account is. being takm of 


