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cent, Whi l:e fewer engaging sdbjeçts were réferred to the commi-ttee in

the mïd seventies, apart from peacekeepi.ng in [n.do-China in 1973 whi:ch

attraci~ed a 76 per cent attendance and a review of NORD which brought

out 65 per cent of the members in 1913-74, there was.a. general shift in

4Me commi ttee" s ï nter ests . Dep artmenta l-es.ti mates whi ch had b i therto

;attracted a good turmiout seemed less i mpartant now as only 45 per cent

Of the roembers attendetl, although 51 per cent of t^hem participated in

the qùest.ioniflg. k.ikewfse,. ministerial overviews were less well

atte:nded. than they had been in the fifties and sixties. {See Table

11) The committee also had fewér substantive s.ub,jects on which to

prep4re reports although attendance at.drafting sessions was

considerably better than .it had been in'the earlier seventies. In all,

the External Affairs and National Defence committee ranked 12th among

the 20 standing committees holdi ng ?neei~i ngs in the 1977-79 period. It

probaV y faired litt3e better in .atten dance since no party could muster

more than half their members eligible to attend.. {See TabTe 12)

There was., by the mid seventies, considerable disillusionment

with the cammittee's impact among agoodly number of its senior

members. In the first flush of more active committee work in the

Trudeau. period they theught. that they would be able to hav.p an -impact on

Pol i cy. B,y the mi d seventies i twas evi de.nt that the `commi tt^e Woul d

have 1 i ttl e, if any, more direct impact on the po;l icy formulation

process than it had had in the past. In March 1975 the LConse'rvative

defence c.ritïc complained about the Government ignoring the committee's.

reconmendati ons wh-i le the pri mL%i m3 n is ter was p ronou nci ng pol i cy on NORAD

befqri^ the committee had an opportunity to anaice a recornnendation 'to the

Haus e.18 Its chief'aid critïc tried un5uccessfully to have the

committee sh"àre in the work- of an I nte rdepartloentai C ommï ttee,19

Another compl:ained, that "k.Yre committee could only rubber stiamp CIpA 's

operations wi thou t.)e3 ngabl.e to change ariv Wn.g. 2,0 In fact, the

opposition nad awholo 1ist, of c,^mplairit;. minïsters 4er^. aç^jsO of

Oking too long to sa}r what they could have had printe d and :distributed

in -advance thereby de pr i vi ng members of va luab 1e time for ques 4 i ani ng. 2-1


