
Soja r comnpany show$ profits

A Canadian company is proving that solar
energy can be not onily viable but down-
riglit profitable, writes Allan Swift of the
Canadkmn ftess.

The company petro-Sun Incorporated
of Toronto was founided in 1976 by
Jacques Sicotte.

The conipanys naine reflects its broad

range of activities - Petro for gas and oil

exploration i Alberta and Texas, and
Sun, or the Tliermo Solar Division, for

solar collectors built in Montreal and

shipped arounti the worid.
Sicotte, traineti as a nudlear engineer,

designeti the collectors huniseif andi holds
patents on part of tlieir tedinology.

Solar heated homes
He and iMs father began by building a

haif-dozen solar-heatoi liomes in an area

north of Montreal. After building about

25 such dwellings, Sicotte began looking

for a more booning business than
liousing.

Seeking an infusion of capital, lie solti

half of bis fledgling company to Magnetics
International Linuited of Montreal.

in 1979, Thermo Solar amaigamatêti
witli Quebec Manitou Mines Linuited of

Toronto andi Petro-Suti was establislied,

solar equipinent in Canada, "and compe-
tition is fierce".

Thermo Solar has soid water-hieating
units to private companies i Canada, and

won contracts witli the Egyptian Electri-
city Autliority, a Mexican irrigation pro-
ject and a grain dryer near Winnipeg.
Units have been soid in Greece and the

group is looking for contracts in Saudi

Arabia and the Third World.

Peanut processinq plant opened

Canada's first peanut-process ig plant was

officiaIIy openeti recently in southwestern
Ontario.

Locateti i Wlndhamn Centre, Ontario,
it is the first cleaning, shelling and grading

plant to be bult by Canadians. The plant
is owned and operatecl by ai grower, Jini

Picard, and lias a capacity of 5,000 tons.
The plant cati shlI, fry or roast peanut
production for 4,000 acres annually.

1.ast year, peanuts were harvested
froin 180 acres on six faims, yielding an

average of between 2,000 and 2,200
pounds an acre.

Promisiiig crop
Peanuts represent a pronulslng new crop,
particularly in Ontario wliere peanut

plat can lirive ih e sandy Ian
Norfolk, Elgin and Oxford Counties.
ada annually imports 74,000 toi
peanut products valued at nearly
million.

Agriculture Canada has invested
than $500,000 since 1974 in pean
searcli. This represents more than
cent of total finaucial investmnent
searcli and development of pean,
Ontario.

Field trials carried out at Agric
Canada7s research station in
Ontario concentrated on identif)
vigorous-growlng plant that waS tc
to cold, early flowering and maturi
higli yielding. Effective weed contr
grains were also investigated.

In five years of researchi, somne
peanut varieties were studied at tlii
Research Station. The Valencia
proved to be the best variety forC
growing conditions. At the saineI
is the most flavourful of al
varieties.

Domestic peanut manufactur,
also pleaseti with the ativanceni
Canada's own peanut industry. Tr;
aily, tliey have had to rely on il
shelled peanuts front the Unitedi

Arnerican growers this year lia

crop and wiII not be exporting th
tities of peanuts required by C
manufacturers. These manufactuw
now be able to supplernent their
tion requirements by purcliasing 1
grown peanuts, as a result of 1
processing plant.

Canadian wins Europa Cup

Canadian skier Diana Haiglit of f
Britishi Columbia recently bec,
fit Canadian to win a combinie(
Cup championship.

The wln also gave Canada.,
victory in an international ,kli
petition since 1968.

The 16..year-old did not wili
year on the Europa circuit but
wlth the women's combinêti 1
result of lier consistent si
formance. Halglit's victory wa
froi lier placingi this seagon i 1
MiIl, slalom andi glatit slalom. 11

jitit below world level. Hih

oertll of Switzeriand with I157.
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