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autograph in each volume; and in his MS.
Commonplace Book—all of which are in my
library —it is also inserted.*

But besides the bookplate, there are mark-
ings throughout, that testisfy to the care and
sustained interest with which Cowper read the
Poems. One little undesigned coincidence
ratifies the statement in the letter that he had
read the Poems twice. For whereas the dotted
and lined markings, on evidently the first vead-
ing, are in red peneil, & sceond less minute
series are in blue pencil.

I would now proceed to place on recod the
whole of the markings, They begin with the
Dedication (lcaves misplaced in the making up.)
The following opening sentences have a red
dotted line along the margin ;-

“ A Scottish Bard, proud of the name, and
whose highest ambition is to sing i his Coun-
try’s service, where should he so proparly look
for patronage as to the illustrious names of his
native Land [ The noblemen and gentlemnen
of the Caledonion Hunt 715 those who bear the
honours and inherit the virtues of their Ances-
tors £ The Poetic Genius of niy Country frumld
me as the prophotic bard lijah did Klisha—at
the plough 3 and threw her ispiving mantle
over me. She bade me sing the loves, the
joys, the rural seenes and rural pleasnres of my
natal Soil, in my native tonzue; I tuned iy
wil 1, artless notes, as she inspiredi—3She whis-
pered me to coms to this ancient mestropolis of
Caledonia, and lay my Songs unier your hon-
oured protection : I now obey her dictates.”

Hir passaad, Ts not the famous ¢ New Pre-
face 7 of Wordsworth only an enlargement of
the pregnant words ou the sources and re-
sources of poetry here presented ?

Similarly marked is this : —

T was bred to the Plough, and am inde-
pendent, I come to claim the common Scot-
tish name with you, my illustrious Country-
men ; and to tell the world that I glory in the
title.—I come to congratulate my Country,
that the blood of her ancient heroes still runs
uncontaminated.”

I have thus far gquoted in full In
sequel, assuming that every reader intercsted
in the matter has his Burns, 1 must content
myself almost wholly with references to the
places, going onward from page 1 to the close.
It lies on the surface that as in his letter he
states *“the language was new ” to him, many
of the words puzzled him and necessitated re-
souree to the appended Glossavy,  Tho follow-
ing words have a red or blue pencil line drawn
under them : -Page 14, *““messin 7 (==2a small
dog). Page 15, ““ gnsh " (=sagacious); “sheugh”
(=ditch) ; “haws'nt ” (=having & white stripe
down the face) ; “ tousie” (==shagey) : *“ hur-
dies " (==loins); ““lain” (=fond);  pack”
(=intimate) ; *“ kain 7 (=fowls, ete., paid as
rent); “stechin” (==crammed); * pochan’
(==stomach) ; “ smytrie”’ (==nmmerous) ; *“ dud-
die " (=ragged) ; “darg” (==day’s labour);
“thack and rape ” ( =necessaries) ; ¢ huirdly ”
(=broad-bhuilt) ; “brock ” (=animal) ; *‘ poor-
tith ™ (==poverty) ; 7 (==thriving
growth) ; “ ferlie ”" (==wondecr) ; “‘luntin pipe ”
(=smoking) ; ¢ snceshing mull 7 (==snuti-box) ;
“Afawsont ' (=decent, seemly); “‘geentle”
(=noble); ““ foughten ” (=hurassed) ; *“ jads
(==jades). Theseare drawn wholly from ¢ The
Twa Dogs, a Tale.” There are like under-lin-
ings throughout, and scveral deeply dinted, as
though the rcader were impatient to get at the
meaning, Tt scarcely scems needful to simi-
Tarly record the remaining interrogzated words.

the
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*I also possess a long autograph letter to Lady
Austen, and I mention this here in order to note
that it illustrates the loose and perfunctory fashion
with which Southey edited (?) Cowper's Letters. A
hunmiorous postseript on his turkey and its brood is
left out entirely.
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Most of them (I fear) would perplex present-
day Scots, not to say Englishmen. In ¢ The
Twa Dogs” there are several bits marked off
with blue or red lines, e.q. (blue), ““I've not-
iced on our Laird’s court-day 7 to ** But surely
poor folk maun be wretches 7’5 (blue) this coup-
let, graphic and memovable :—
** My heart has been sae fain to sec them,

That I for joy hao barkit wi' thent.”
Then the stinging rebuke of the ¢ fast Clliving
gentry —

““ For Britain's guid ! for her destruction !

W1 dissipation, fewd and faction,™
Noted tos is Luatl's kindly mitigation of Cie-
sar’s censure :

“ Exeept for breakin o’ their timmer,

Or speakin lightly o’ their Limmer,

Or shootin o & hare or mooveock,

The ne’er-a-bit theyre ill to poor folk ”

Robert Burns was no valgar demsgogue to
rail agninst ©* the classes 7 assuch, Followinyg
this (blue) is enclosure of the admirable lines,
“A country fellow at the plengh ™ down to
W eviin down want o wark ave curst.” The
six clostug lines of the poem are red lned
thronghout, and the reader mizht do werse
than twn to thew,

The next poemn (¢“Scotel Drink ), i com-
won with “Toa Hageis ™ and < To o Louse,”
was doubtless one of those designated in the
letter s “subjects much inferior to the author’s
ability.””  Nevertheless, stanza iii. is dot-lined
on the margin—* Let husky wheat the huughs

«

adorn,” cte.

The ‘¢ Postseript * to *“ The Author’s Bar-
nest Cry and Prayer " seems to have specially
arrested Cowper : stanzas i. to v. are blue lined.
They abide of the ¢ brave translunary things

of the Poet. )
In “*Death and Dr. Hornbook,” stanzas 1.,

iv., and last arc blue lined, the last red lined.
They are undoubtedly the three finest stanzas
of the poen.

The *“ Brigs of Ayr” has a hand drawn in
red pencil (z%~) at the commencement, and
probably it was this ““ pure Knglish” portion
that led to the remark that Burns was perfectly
gualified to excel in English as distinguished
from the * harbarism 7 (1!) of the Scottish Dia-
leet ! The gentle heart of the reader was
doubtless touched by the denunciation of the
cruelty of sportsimen in the lines,  The thun-
d'rving vuns are heard on ev'ry side” down to
¢t Sives, mothers, children in one carnage lie.”
This is blue pencilled. Then, red lined, is
the vivid deseription of the moon-lighted,
frosty river—* The tide-swoln Firth,” ete.,
down to
** The chilly frost, beneath the silver heam

Crept, gently crusting o’er the glittering
stream.”

The “* Address to the Deil 7 has stanza ii ,
' Hear me, auld Hangie,” ete, blue enclosed,
and the two closing stanzas red lined, ** And
now, auld Cloots,” etc.

‘“ A Dreamm ” lhas stanzas i, and iit. blue
enclosed. Evidently the reader approved of
the sound advice and sarcasm addressed to the
monarch and his wayward sous. Stanzas X.
and xi., to the “Prince of Wales,” are blue
marked. “The Visicn,” duan second, has the
immortal stanzas, ¢ With future hope T oft
would gaze ” to ** Struck thy young cye,” and
“1 saw thy pulse's maddening play,” and
“Thou canst not learn,” cte., to the end, “in
light away,” arve blue and red lined, and in
part underlined. The ““ Address to the Unco
Guid 7 has stanzas vil. and viii. wholly red
underlined—perhaps the hizhest level of in-
sight and form reached by Burns,  Stanza xxv.



