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customs are uncouth to the retinemient of twenty-five hundred and eighty-
four. That we will have a literature long before snoh things happen 1 do
flot question; but lie is doomed to awake unsatistied who dreams of a
distinctive literature fromn the hands of a genius, who, at a single bound,

las loaped from. chaos to cosmos across the evolutien of ages.
Your contributor points out the want of "lA comm-on centre, political,

literary, social, and commercial," as the great guif fixed in the way of
achieving, a national literature, and lie is right as far as lie goes ; hurt does
lie not overlook the fact, that the centralization hoe speaks of would onily
be a means, a method or process of developmnent that \vould fail of its end
witliout the material to work upen i It would encourage literature,; but
how a "distinctive literature," without the protoplasin of a remote national
infancy? llad the Normans everrun. England, ebliterating almost every
trace of the Saxon, as we have the North Amierican Indian, the Englan<l
of to-day might ho but a differing branch of a Continental race and
language.

Thle Saxon, tliough overpowered in war, had an intellectual vitality tbat
in time equalled and ovorpowered the conqueror, so that, as centuries
passed, the two were knit into an indissoluble whole, forming a distinctive
nationality with, finally, a distinctive literature.

Sucli, 1 think, lias been the history of nations witb distinctive litera-
tures; if subjugated, their conquerors bave not been se far superior as to
Utterly destroy ahl traces of the original race, and have inerely lef t an
ineffaceable impress, or have amalgamated to forai a new race and language
fromn the fittest part of both.

Take sucli a land. It lias grownl in the lapse of ages frein an infancy
of barbarismi to a manhood of civilization. A hlistory aboundiug with
tradition; a religion whose precursor was a mytliology ; whose mnountains,
rivers and forests were the homes of gods andl heroes, to whoîn thunder
was the voice and lightningý the Ilred righit hand " of offended and aveng-
ing deity. Sucli an origin will develope a national lîterature.

It is differont with us in Canada. We have hiad no barbarous infancy
moulded by the natural features of our land. No divinities have sanctilied
to us our mounitains and streams. No fabled heroes have lef t us iiume-ir-
tal mernories. We have liot amnalgamtiated with the native and woven the
woof of our retinement iii the strong sinuous web of an aberiginal tradition
and religion. In our civilized arrog-ance we swept away that coarser fab-
rie, knowing not that we destroyod that whici xve would now, as a gar-
ment, bo proud te wear. Wcv have camne almnost full grown into the world,

eot unlike some unbred specimens of tlîe canine race. We are hardly
jhealthier for tbat. A strain of native blood, thîough seGin ingly retarding

us at first, might have proved a blessing iii the future. But we are here
iiow and they are gone.

An ever increasing ditficulty in forming a distinctive literature is the
facility of communication betwecn the utinoat ends of the carth. We arc
more famniliar with and probably more influenced by the doings iii Ans-
tralia to-day than neighbouring states in Europe w'ere l'y eachi othier a
thousand years ago. We are gaining the whole world and losing our own

e<oul. Individuality, almost nationality, is being lost, and could ene of us
be granted the days of a Methuselali bis aged blood ight fire and lis
heart beat stronger, listening, in a later civilization, not to a patriot, but
to, a terraot laundhing his philippies against the overbearing and belligerent
inhabitants of the inoon. But jesting aside, is not this the course of thin gs?

Yet again there is an influence on this very continent froin which we
cannot escape, and which inust mould our features to a faniilylikeness.
1 doubt not but the day will come when there shaîl arise the righl-t nman in
the walks of literature. That is to say, we, will produce a great writer, or
even great writers ; but will they be founders of a"I distinctiveý literature ? "

I thiuk net, unless tliey write in Anglo-Ojjibbeway, and educate a nation
to look upon Nana-bo-johu as a Launcelot or a Guy of Warwick.

BARRY DANE.

THE LIEUTENANT-GO VERNORSHIP 0F QUEBEC.

4 NEwspAPERs which may be looked upon as fairly representîng the
opinions of the Englisli-speaking population of the Province of Quebec are
considerably agitated just now over the question of the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernorship of that Province. The present position of these j ournalists is
flot unlike a very littie dog watdhing a very big one gnawing a bone, and
wlien the latter lias almost picked it baro, thon the littie one says 44please
give me the bone." The attitude of the English journalists doubtless
affords the true interpretation of the Chein D'or which flourishes in Quebec
history. But whether or not, while wo can enter into the feelings of the
Englisli-speaking people, we are very far from sharing thîe enthusiasmi of
tlieii confrères in the press, and that for reasons whicli wo shahl presenitly

explain. We are clearly of opinion that Confederation on the existing
linos of " Provincial Autonomy," as it is termed, is doomed to an early
and possibly ignoîninions death. Assuming that we are correct in this
surmîise, and we are prepared to say in advance that the party organs will
denounco it in every mood and tense -wliat thenl Why it follows inevit-
ably that the really important question whidh the Englisli-speaking, people
of tlie Province of Quebec have got to decide i§ tbis :Are we *ustilied in
rnaking any effort te stay dissolution h To obtain sufficient data for a sat-
isfactory answer they have but te cast their eyes around thein and see
what is transpiring now, and wh-at las taken place since Il Confederatien."
It is sheer folly, or downright dishonesty, te talk of anythingY like real coin-
munity of interest or feeling'as existin betweenl tIe Frenchi and Englili-
speaking portion of the population. It doos net exist. StilI worse, it can
net exist, and the French Canadians of thc Province of Quebec have nover
lest an opportunity of declaring, their deterinined autipathy te the idea of
amialgamation in any shape or form. We don't blanie tîem for this, but
we strongliy condemn the political charhatanismn which lias givon birth to
this hybrid thing called Confederation, and eîithîrened it as tIe highest
effort of political sagacity. Do the Canadians ef Montreal, Three Rivers,
or Quebec take any interest ii Il Dominion Day "? Net the slighitest; and
possibly there is net one habitant in every five tbousauîd whio knows "lDo-
minion Day " evon by xîame, and net eue in twonty wlio feels the slightest
interest in it under any circunstances. Those few who, in eue or at rnost
two places, make a preonce of enthusiasin fer English connection are
pohitical hangers-on whose prejudices are, for the moment, made subser
vient te their interests, but even iii their case the veucer is tee thin tc
deceive. Rleal political cohesion there is noue, and tho intervention of
religion and language at ail points would effectually check such tendon-
oies even if they did exist. But it is only doing the French Canadiaus of
the Province of Quebec, an act of haro justice, te say that se far as thoy
are concerued sueh tendencies are absolutely non-existent. Is it wiso tIen
or patriot?ý for the EngIli-speakingr population te act and speak as if Éie
two nationalities wvere in process of fusion ? We think net. Morcover,
we are of opinion that sudh a course is eininently prejudicial te thoir l>est
political interests, inasmnucli as it diverts their attention froin their truc
nutural allies, and tlierefere the seenier these political illusions arc dispelled
the botter hope is there for tIc progress of tIc country.

TIe position of the French Canadiail in our pelitical systein iny ho
stated in familiar languagre: ho looks ont upon tlie inviting field of Do-
minion patronage, and ho says te, the Englisli.speaking tax-payers, and
says with deligltfnl effusiveness, Il We are one grand confederation, and
therefore ' what's yours is mine.' but in the Province of Queboc what's
mine is my ewn." Who will pretend te say that this dees net fairly
represeînt the situation at the present. "lJean Baptiste " lias a well-
fonnded dislike against paying taxes, but lie lias net, it inust be adînitted,
any objection te other people paying theîn se long, as hoe is accorded the
privilegye of spending tîemi. Coufederation was lieralded( witlî se mny
promise s tîat the Engclisli spGaking people were quite content te accept the
situation on these tcrmns, and with coînîendable gcnerosity they have
hitherto permittcd their ill-assorted ally te spend tlheir Îneney. Well,
wliat is the result?' Look at the Province of Qnebec itself, and thero you
se the Enghish-speaking population being steadily and persistently driven
eut. No Eniglish eaau need apply for any office under the Provincial
Government at the present moment, and as a matter of fact they got none.
0f the few offices lield by English-speaking persons some have been forced
te resign te make way for French Canadiaus, and the few wlio romain are
there, upen sufferance. Tle whole business life of the Province of Quebec
centres to-day chiefly in the Enghisî-speaking population of Montreatl, wlio
contribute perliaps three-feurths of the municipal taxes, as they unques-
tionably do the greater part of the funds necessary te keep the Provincial
machinery going, and yet observe how they have been treated in the
mnatter of the niayorality. Again and again their wishes have been set at
nouglit and geod faitli violated in the interests of iFrenchi national prej u-
dico ; and the saine state of things will occur in every instance wliere the
Frenchi Canadian can freely exorcise lis wilh. Tle only privilego hoe
will allow lis English-speaking co-resident in the Province is tho privilege
of paying the taxes. Precisely the saine thing bas occurred as te the
lieutenant-governorship of Quebec. Since Confederation the position of
Lieutenant-Governor lias been held by needy politicians, and the present
occupant is ne exception te the iule. This disposition on the part of the
Frendch Ca nadian te grasp everything, and having got it te bld it witî
obstinate tenacity, is easily understood. It is carrying out the idea, absurd
if you will, of creating a Frendch natienality upon this continent. Besides,
it is a good thing te exelude the liated, nnd te the averago Frech Canadian,
easy-going cenqueror, wlio threw away lis blood and treasure apparenitly


