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te -the United States. For what oins i8 Canada thi
losing 4er life blood save thiat she weakly refuses to tai
the sj£ep that would place lier proudly upon lier feet 1l

Another result of indifference tu the native literar
calling is the growing hopelessness of înducing Canadia
publisners to take up literary enterprises wkiîch migt

ring honour as well as profit to the country. Canadai
old enough, and now sufficientlv well-to-do, te cali fort
many litterary undertakings, wniich, if our national li:
were more robust, would tind in the country an adequat
field for their support. Thiere are few of u8, we velitu
to say, who have not approached a publishier with soin
literary project or other, at wbicb, bowever premising it
results, beofbas shaken his head, confes8ing ruetully thi
there was neoxmarket te be depended on in Canada ti
warrant him in assuming the risk ot publication. 'Thus i
thie native literature restricted, and talent and industrj
are dormant for want of the publisbing facilities and ethie
incentîves of literary work. Possessed of thiese, manj
useful compilationý3 and miuch original work miglt bt
undertaken, local histories wrîtten, the growth ef town
and districts illustrated and described, industries anc
public works treated of, wîth mucli else breuglit eut, à
the field of native literary effert, ef bigh and abiding value.

It is we fear futile, liewever, andi perbaps ungracious,
to arraign the public fer tbe want ef interest it bas iitbsrtc
manifested in the native literature. In tbe early colenial
stage, when its quality as well as its quanitity were peor,

*there was ioins excuse fer public indifforence. Thbis cannot
be pleaded te day, fer it now finid8 a ready market, and
meets wîth cordial acceptance ln other lands. If at home
its acceptance is slow and begrudging we must remember
that it bas te contend, net against just appraiseient,
but against inherited dîsesteem sand iindilereîîce. ihese
must St last go, bowever. Or if we cannot eradicate
them, we can at least prevent their being reinforced.
Nor ls there an excuse for tbe undue and, as we deecit ,
unpatriotic preference of our peeple fer the foreigu preduct.
It weuld be rash te vaunt the werlr et native writers, and
rasher still te contrast Canadian with foreign lîterary
achievement. But hew much efthte latter tlîat uinds ready
sale in Canada is better tban ceuld bu pneduced in the
country, were the conditiens taveurable te its productien ?
Any one who bas currently te appraise the imperted litera-
ture of the time, or glaîîces at it in its loud disarray lu
the news-stores, will be aware of a great deteriorationl in
the mass. ln the literary centres abread, the increased
facilities of production bave by ne means raised the
standard et excellence. Tbis is se apparent that in the
native markets its dlaims are weakeîîed, and the demaud
for it discredits both taste and judgmeut. Wene this more
generally admitted, Canadian disesteem eofbonis talent
iight be less rare, and we sheuld see more honest appredi-
ation of its aima aud wertb.

Tl'ere are many geed reasons, we know, for the once
backwardness ef the native literature, and the saine
reasons, it is true, may be advanced te exçuse public indif-
fereuce in regard te it. But these ressens, if Canada is
making pregness, canet longer rernain valid. If we are
making pregress, and we are proudly poiuted te statistics
ln attestation of tbe fact, what are the preofs of eur
advancement? Fiit et ahl, are we, in any real sense, a
nation, and if se, what are the evidences et the ceuutny 's
baving attained te tbat honourable status ? Te nsrrew
the issue, whicb is a wide ene, let us seek replies te thoe
qnestions in the field ef authonship, snd in view ef the
circuinstances that faveur or retard the native literatuns.
We are ne advocate ef P-rotection, but if the principle is
te be applied te other industries, why is beek-puolishing in
Canada exempt frein its operation 1 Twice bas the bonm-
inion iiegislature passed a CJopyright Law, which wbile it is
proposed te, exclude freintbe Dominion, in thie interest of
.British authors, unautberized American reprints of their
works, weuld aid the native industries by legalizing with
the copyright ewners' consent their production in Canada.
Thbis native legislation, copyright being a subject w hich a
colony is net permitted te centrel, bas once ueen vetoed,
and lu now threatened te be vetoed again, by the Imiperial
authorities. The injustice te Canacla of this course is
manifeat, and is as detimeutal te Canadian literaturs as it
is detriniental te the British copyright owner. With the
lack of the poer te make eur owu treaties, this Downing
Street control ef copyright la ene, and net the least, of the
irritating drawbacks ef colonial rule.

* Equally disastrous te our publishing industries, though
the Dominion we believe is abuse responsible for it, is thie
pestal tariff betweu Canada ahd the United States. .By
it Amenîcan magazines are permitted te ceme into Canada
free, and the myriad popular libranies issued acnoss the lins,

* consisting for the most part ef piracles of Britishi copyrights,
enter tbe country at the incredibly low rate of oe cent
per pound weight. Thus, again, is our literatuis subjected
te anl overwbeiming competîtion, and an injustice iks done
te the native publisher, wbose book issues in passing
through the post are taxed four cents per pound, or four
times the rate which the American publisher bas te pay.
It may be said that the latter has te meet the fiscal impost
on books of fifteen per cent ; but this, in the case at least
ef single beoks entering the country, is seldom ' levied, save

* perbapa in the cities ; and on magazines as we have said
the American publisher goes whofly untaxed. Compared
witb the native publisher, the Bitish book manufacturer
la stili more unfairly discriminated againat, for while the

* American sends bis wares inte Canada at the cost te lim-
self of only a cent a pound, the Eng]ish publisher bas te
pay in postage the equivalent of twenty cents a pound.
rJuch anomalies iu the tarif; sund the unfair advantage

LUS whicb Amenicans have received threugh the Postal C(
ke vontion, eperate adversely to the iîîterests of the Canadii

publishier and serieusly handicap Canadian Literatui
,ry Boetter, we have' heard the Canacian publîshier say, wou
ani it be if we were annexed, or that there was an end
lt Britisli connection.
is No eue desires te speak unkindly ef the tie that bin(
th us te the Motlisrland ; but those whe see the rotardir
fe sffect on the national life of the country, and note Pa'te tîcularly its dwanfing eflect on literature, can bardly wil

re it long te continue. England, as hier public men ceonstant]
le tsfl us, looks somsday to ses Canada emancipate berseil
ta and when the time cornes fer assuming the respousibilit
t would ne doubt bid god-speed te Canadian independeuci
Lo When that heur arrives and Canada at last shali stand c
s lier feet, we rnay look for a great quickeuing of the literai
y lite ef the country and see itd national aspirations rise i
cr noble fruitage. An end we may aIse reasonably expec
y would then coeste the ignoble policy et dritting; whil
ýe patriotisin would receive an impulse, whîch it is ne%

LS wiLheut, towards welding togother the loose and dieun
di tegrated sections et the inchoate nation. Until thon le

n us a bide in hope, and meautime be kiiid te the forces tha
3.are uow shaping what we believe te ho its liigh destin>
iand will then uiould the fair character, and give scepe tý
0 the abeunding energies, efthtAe Canadian people. 0f thes(
61forces, net the least, beiptul and perbaps the meet benign
.,is Literature. Neyer more than now, it will be aduîittedý
t is ite aid needed in evekiug patrietuc feelinig and fostering
1 national sentiment. 0. MERCIiR ADAM.

r ~ AN INCOIDZYNTl BY THE SEA.

WTHEN we arrived ini Colombe the Indian mirage thatIVhad been floating deliciously betere our minds, fan-
tastically inagniticont as only a inirage can be, suddenly
lit ted before a B3ritish reality. Big bouels, and banks, anc
atsamsliip offices, main-street drapers' shops, and suburban
pharmacies where tbey sold everytbing, inctuding the lasi
bit et yellow- backed lîterature. Instead ef tempies clim b-
ing te the sky, we feund the latest manifestation ef comn-
mercial architecture; instsad of nabob's palaces, the
Imarried officers' quantens." We who wanted te lie

under the palm trees, listening te the lazy hurr of native
lîfe, eating strange lubcieus things sud watching our
fine dreame takre body, we biad te go inte a Y. W. C. A.
kind of coffee-house tor-luucheon,-a luncheon ef buns
frein which missieuary zeal had deducted haîf the normal
quantity of currants, et soda water in which missienary
influence had paralyzed ail the Ilfizz." 0f course, 1 cani't
help confessing that it was net disagrees bIs te be met by
the kindliest British hospitality, warmmd te greater kind-
liness by a tropical Sun, nather than by a set of glsaming
white teetl i wth ill-disguised desîgns upon our pensons;
ouly the Cingalese are thie sottest-maunered people in the
world, the evi<leuce of the missionary hyuins te the
contrary.

They wene very charrng te us, the English inhabitants
of Colombe. TIl oldest inhabitant " whom we visited
lu bis bungalow, furnished like an Englieli gentleman's
tarin-bouse, gave Garth as a pr, sent bis beautitui l "Guide,"
bouud in red leather, and a later edition bound lu clotlî,
and four pamphlets of atatistics, and the promise of ail the
useful intornmation-which we didu't requins. The prin-
cipal papen of the place put iu the muet fatbenly littîs
paragraph, cbanging its readens te belp us lu any way thsy
could, and casting us upen their hospitality-as if we had
been lady delegates te a convention. But ail this was't
Eastern, non was it wbat ws bad corne for. Af ter ailoe
can only get what la Eastern, wbat oee as doms for,
bers and thene tbroughout the East.

I was Sitting lu our roin the "Galle Face Rote]."
It wss a very big roin, higli, with big windows, big doons,
and two big beds, fearfully white and covened se closely
with mosquito netting, 1 thouglit at freit thons must be
somebody dead lu thein. The air that camne through the
windows was as bot as if the windows opened on te a fine.
Now sud again a wandering crow, overpowered by the
heat, rested hlma awbile ou the shutten. We of the West
bave ne ides et the sociability et this Eastern vanioty. It
bopped te the sill, strutted fearlessly abeut the floor and
seemed disposed te ail sorts of friendlunss, until it saw
the pamphlet et statistics over which 1 was pondering.
0f course, if 1 had coins te Csylon for thbat, if 1 bad coins
te learu about the legislation sud net where the lovelieet
loiteners were te be fouud; about Englieli commerce, and
net about the mystenieus miass iu the native tewn; about
dusty facts et wars and couqueste, sud net the Secrets et
the pins groves, there was ne use talking. And it flapped
disgustingly away. Suddeuly Ganth came lu on tiptoe
aud put semethiug between me sud the pages et the
pamphlet et statistics. Lt was s flowen. Lt was a very
jarge fiower, witb a multitude et velvoty rounded petais,
psarly pink, like the lining et a selsl. I fook if up in my
Aauds. 1 looked lute it as eue loeka lu the face et a
living thing. Its perfume was fine and stnong. I bout
lower ever it witb a sert et raptune. 1 put my lips close,
close te its warm sot t leaves. Then 1 felt my brain grow
giddy. It was the beant et India that 1 held. Between
me sud fhe pamphlet et statistics Ganfli lad put a lotus.

One svening aftei sunset I weut into the Petta, the
native quarter.

Ijike meet Ilplanet pilgrims " whose knowleàgsetfRer
British Matjesty's Eastern possessions las besn bounded te

on- wbat tley can ses while the P. and 0. steamers stop te
au i "ceai," we had corne te the conclusiou that befweeu fier
re. British Majesty's subjects aud the natives thens was s lack

id ef undersfinding, a lack et sympathy, a lack et any sort
te et desire on the part efti'acb te apprecîste the ethen, which

it was our dufy te rectify tease great an extent as tinsLd wuuld permit. Like niost IIplanet pilgnime," we thouglit
rig the fault lay prncipalîy on the Britishi aide. The British
tr- would mako ne concessions. Tbey were thene te gevern,
ýsl aud te administen justice, sud te makre money (penhapa, 1
ly ouglit te Write fosese duties lu the inverse order), sud the
t; Y lisant et ndia might falk te the stars sud the palm trees
ty murmur te the ses, it did not couceru them. Neither did

e. concern thein te psy the nations those delicate littîsn complirents-the employrnent et thein stuffà ton Eunopean
y clothes sud et thein designs for Europeau turnitute-which
to mîglif have appsaled te the savage intelligence with lutin-
et itsly more beneficial effect than the uncompnomising
le justice et a bargain, on the awtul justice in the carnying
,w eut et the law. Ganfli sud I decided that oeeoe thei- moans we might employ to bning about this sympatliy
t betweu the twe nations ws dssmed se necessany was te-
t no, net exactly-adopt the native dreas; but te buy our-
, selves trocks madeoeut et native matenial. The ides bad
'0 corne te us befors, as early as our vieiLte Singapore, but
e0 thon we were directed te a masculine dressmaker. One, does't al] 5f once get recouciled te the idea et a masculine
, dresernaker, but a genuine taller is a veny diffenent matter
g sud the steamer started off lu the meantime. I was geing

into the I>tea te buy thie native material. The bosteset
theoI Galle Face " wamned me the Petta was scancely ste at
noou-day and that the Cingalese were a villainous set. 1
negarded my liostese with ail the pitying euperiority et eue
on two days' expenience, sud cencluded the Englieli wene
even more bliudly prejudiced than I feaned. 1 unhiesita-
fiugly took s jirikis/îa with a lithe, swif t runuen, sud ws
-if a inuwlo takes up aate does't cesse te be a in-danted eut into the Judian Lwiigbt.
t The "G;alle Face Hotel" le about a mils frein the

-town. lt stands off alone by the ses lu a sent et senti-
mental contemplation; that was onset the ressens wby
we chose it. Lt le the most appreciative British structure
lu Colombe. The road te the tewn rune along the shore.
On oes aide the ses, sud on the other a wide strsfch et
grouud stretching iuwands without sny bouses. Wheu
the nank sud fashion, Who make et this noad a sont et
Rotten Row, have goen uatten dank, it is sîrnoat deserted,
sud utterly stilI, but ton the even, incessant, muffled chorde
the waves play on thie sanda.

The natives were coming borne frein their work lu the
English quarter. As the syset the IlPlanet Pilgrim "
reste upon thern atter baving rested upon the British
labourer, bis resentint at the simail measune of regard
they redoive gnewe apace. The inuans nef sloucby, sud
patched sud ned-faced; the worn, even the pooneaf, have
uothiug bednaggled sud tawdry about tliem. They are fit
te ho paiuted or cut in marbîs as they walk lu an sxquisits
procession of sott, deep colour and delicate lins againat the
fading liglit et the sky.

Thie sheop ry runuen fooli me te had Europeanized its
stock te a great extent te suit its Eunopean customiers;
but, beside the old couveutional prints sud inualins, thene
wss a pile et native stuis it gladdeued the beant te behold.
These stuifs were chiefly sucli as are used by the Cingalese
gentlemen ton their nethen garment-an imrpovised article
et clothîug that looks much as if thsy bcd hastily wnapped
tliemselves lu a table-cover. The choice was nef wide,
but thene was ne need for ifte be, everything was se
charniing lu colour sud design. At firet .[ feit a strong
temptation te buy a moat characteristie bit with exquisite
bine and red lu IL on a pale yeilow back-gnouud, but the
pattern betrayed a zoologica[ inspiration, sud I tesred that,
if 1 wone it, 1 miglit be mistaken for an animated chant et
the animal kiugdom etf the country. ifs material 1 finaily
fixed upon wss net se ambitieus, but nous the bass pnetty
-a ysllew cotton, with s delicate border et red embnoidery,
telling if was "lnative." My runner, Who had left bis
jinriki8ha, sud stood watcbiug me frein the sliop deon,
approved my choice by a amile, sud soins ether inuwhom
I had net noticed before sud Who also atood at the sbop
door, approvsd tee. I bad ne objection te my runner 'e ap-
pnovg-a runner for the tins being le yeur guide, inter-
preter sud couuillor,-but I objected te the other in.
'[Che native -,sympathy seemed te be comning rather moe
quickly than 1 feit prspared ton, raLlier more quickly than
I quite uudersfood....

Ths suudny prelirninanies et getting a uew dreas,
preliminanies which sioe are enougli te restrain the
feminine extravagance of the West, liad an unimaginable
charmin luthe back noom et thaf sbep lu the Petta. ifs
hideous littîs parleur with its herse-bain furnitune, the air
redolent et garlic, the fusey piu.sating daine, gave place te
a ueok bung wifh Estern stuif, the emoke et buriug
partume sud a dark, delicafe-limbed creature Whoe sesrned
te be et falien prncely fortunes. He bad very fine, ciever
fingers flue dark creatune, sud au artiatic sys, sud wben
the . . . surprise et fIs situation subeided the situ-
ation sppeaned te me very stnongly artistie.

Ou our way home, passing the big pend et loauss that
lies ou the outekinte et the native tewu, semething stanted
up frein the noad-side sud a moment atterwards 1 recog-
nizsd one et the inuWbolhad stood af the door et the
elop lu fhe Petta smiliug hie appreval upon me.
lie wasssmiling sf111. 1 reseufed lis smiling ; 1 resented
the man ; I poked my runner with iny umbrelîs sud told
hlm tego ou. But my runner did't go on. ie stopped sud
exchauged afew words witb this dîsagreeabîs apparition

m


