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THIE HI5TORY 0F TuBE OOUNTY 01? IUNTINGDON AND 0F THIE SEîuNIoRIES
0F CHIATEAUGUAY AND BEAUHAIINOIS. By Robert Sellar. [lunt-
ingdon, Quebec: The Canadian O/caner Office.

That the original sources froin wbicl the materiais for the eariy lis-
tory of the older portions of Englisb-s peaking Canada can be obtained are
rapidly disappearing forever is obviu. Few of the pioncers kept any
record in writing of wlat they did or board or saw. Very few of those
who took part in or wituessed the events tînt occurred in tle firsi quarter
of the present century are now alive, and tle nuinlber is rapidly decreasing.
Whbat tbose who now survive cau witness to sbouid by ail means be neconded,
and it is the duty of every person who can, to endeavour to collect and
preserve ai[thîe local history within bis reachi. Mr. Seilar bias endeavoured
te do thim for the Counity of Hluutingdon andti îe Seigniories of Cbateaugniay
aud Beauhiarnois. He bas doue it froin a sen4e of duty, witbout any hopo
of pecuniary reward, aud with an almtost absointe certainty of incurring
pecuuiany loas. H1e lias doue it, toc, under difficulties aud discouragrements
tIat moat people wotidà shrinit from cnconnitering, and very few would
persist in overccming. The result is thIa ihe lias produced wbat we think
is a very fuit, accurate, and readabie bisÉ.ory cf a very historical and pic-
turesque portion cf Canada. His account cf that part cf the war of 1812-
14, whicb lad the Townships for its tîcaîre, aud cf the episodes cf 1837-38,
whidb occurred in the saine localiihs, xviii, xve think. be regarded as
authoritative bereafter; for there is certainly no historian cf Canada wlo
bas miade sudb a thorough. study, tiot oniy cf the public records,' but cf
private sources cf information, relatirig tu thc Amierican invasion cf 1812,
and the nebeliion cf 1837, so far as this district was affected. Mr. Seilar
views, witb what cannct le considered as unwarranted apprehension, the
future of the Englisl townships in Quebec. Since the Union, lie thinks,
the interests cf the En-lish miucrity in the French Province have been
systematicaily sud persistentiy sacriticed te suit the political exigencies cf
the politicians of the Ippen Pruvince. " ln 1838," lie says, Ilthe Engiish-
speaking population cf Quelec were fuit cf vitaiity, expansive and self-
assertîve :in 1888 it is the reverse. What lias cansed the change ? I
sulmit that it is to le found in tle extension te tue Townships cf Frenchi
laws and customs. \Viien, after thc rebeliion, the constitution cf Canada
was recast, the cause defeated in tIc field won victcry after victory in the
demnain cf politics." 11e asks, I la Ioot the legisiation, since 1841, affecting
tle status cf the Townships, ultra vires ? " When a prie8i sues a Township
farmer, for tithes, whcu the churciiwardeus levy cri lis land a tax te buiid
a cburch, wben a bishop steps iu sud forais a pansui witl municipal powcrs
out of Township lands, are the statutes by which they act confermable witl
the compact unden wlîîcb tle Townships were settled ? IIow can tle land
beld unden Englisui tenure be fiable 10 the servitudes imposed under tIe
French law on seigniorial lands Wlieu tle Crown issued its patents
vesting the settiers in tIe townshîips ou their farms in free and common
geccage, is it constitutionai for the Legisiatture afteirwairds to viciate tlat
concession ly giving the priestiîood a vested right whicb siceps white il is
beld by a non-Catbclie, but coules into force the moment hie leaves ? Sureiy
il is contnary te common seuse that upun land conveyed bo a settler ly
Cnown patent, the pniesthood cf Qucbec sbouid hold a conditional lien, yei
that is wbat the extension cf the panisu sy8temi te, îhe Townships means."
Tbere is nînch force ini what Mr. Sellar urges; but tlese are matters that
pertain ratIer te poiitics than to literature. The great value cf Mr.
Sellar's work is in îhe historical facts he lias so painstakingly collected and
se ahiy annanged.

TiEE Liwn 0F GEORGE WASHINGTON. By Edward Evereti Hale. New
York and London: G. P. Putnaim's Sous ; Toronto: Williamson
and Company.

Perhaps ne oue native to thle Amnerican side cf tle Atlantic las been s0
frequeutiy and se veiuminousiy writteu about as tbe succesaful Generai cf
tle American Revolution, île first President cf tIe Unîited. States; sud oe
would le incliued to suppose that everything ibat couid be said about him
-is famiiy, bis penson, lis cliaracter, bis services, sud lis achievements-
lad been said over sud over again. Yet quite receutly sevenai new lives
cf Ile Ikatber of lis Country " sud new editicus cf some eid eues, lave
necentiy issued fremn tIe press. The one befere us is different in mauy
respects fnem ail tle rest. Lt is au endeavour to preseut not Washington
the Genenal, uer Washingtou tIe Statesmian, non Washington îhe President,
but Washington the Man, Mr, Haie las used tle very best materiai ebtain-
able for a good biography: Washington's diary, whicl lie kept ilirouglout
aimost bis whele life, and bis letter-books, whicl contain almost île wlole
cf bis correspoudence Ilfrom tle beginniug, cf the Freudch War te tle day
cf lis deatl," in addition to ail that abundant public material wlicb must
necessarily bave accnmulated during the quarter cf a century wlen le was
"the mit distiuguished man in Aimerica." Tbe resuit cf Mr. Hale's

.judicicut4 use cf ail ibis materiai is a bîography in whicl, if thene is less cf
politicai sud miiitary histony, tîcre is much more cf tIat intimate persousi
bisteny, wbicl. is tle peculiar cbarmn cf liograply. Tlie author makes sudb
ahundant use cf original manuscript tIat the sîeny is almost told iu
Wasbington's own words, sud the resuit is that we iike Washington tle
Mai-"l a person cf lot passions, sîrcng impulses, sud vigorcus determina-
tien "-muchbletton tban the stereetyped Washington we lave been accus-
tomed te. lis correspondence slows that lie was as pnudent in lis
private business as lie was in public affairs. fie was panticular about lis
clothes, sud wlen ordcning 11cmn lie tells lis London correspondent,
IlWe lave cf ten articles sent us tIai couid ouly lave heen used by
our forefathens in, days cf yoee;" aud, again, wben seuding au onden
lie says, IlI waut neither lace non embnoidery;- plain clotles wiîl goid
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or silver buttons, if worn with genteel dress, are ail I. desire. 1 enclose
a measure, and for further direction, 1 tbink it not amiss to add, m'y
stature is six feet, otherwise rather siender thani corpulent." This was
in 1761, when lie was iii his thirtieth year. fie took special interest in
agriculturai pursuits, ani endeavoured to have the products of bis farum
equai to any in the market. He exported bis own flour and tobacco, and
when a consignment of the latter failed to bring the best prevailing price,
for hie raised Ilnone but sweet-scented tobacco," and endeavouredn "to be
careful in the management of it," hie rated his agents in good set ternis.
But though he cultivated the best tobacco he neyer used it himself, and
detcsted ail the personai habits connected witb it. Mrs. Wasbington for
8ome reason or other destroyed almost every letter which she had ever
written to lier husband or which lie liad ever written to lier, and therefore
mnuch more is known of bis relations with other people than of what passed
between him and ber. Yet out of memnorandum books and f rom other
sources we learn that she was a no less careful manager than lier liusband.
She tells what was paid for a piano and a harpsichord, and that she paLid
$3 for tuning the one and $5 for tuning the other, liow mucli me'at
she had ini store on snobi a day, when a pipe of wine was broached and
whexn she began using a barrel of brown sugar; that on sncb a day "lshe
cut out thirty-,two pairs of muen's. breedhes for mcii," and on another day
"gave Mrs. Forbes 6ive bottles of rum," etc., etc. Altogether it is by far

the best biography of Washington that we bave yet seen, aud it is
renmarkably free fromn Auglophiobia, whicli is happily beecmirig less notice-
able iu the literature of the United States.

LITERARY OOSSIP.

The Rogue is the title of a new novel by W. E. Norris.

EMERSON'S complete writîngs have been rendered into Frenchi by the
widow of Jules Favre.

WILLIAM BLACK's novel, TIhe Strange Adventures o/ a -House-Boat, is
,just beginning its course in the Ilustrated London News.

LT is said tbat more than 146,000 copies of the late J. R. Green's Short
Liglsory of the Englishi People have been sold since it appeared in 1874.

AVOLUME of poems by the King of S weden lias j ust been publisled at
Stockholmn. King Oscar writes under the nom de plume of ci Oscar
Frederick."

A NEW edition of Lord Tennyson's works is announced by Macmillan
and Company. It is caiied the Library Edition, and will coutain every-
thing the poet bas published. T]'ie issue wvill be complete in eiglt montbly
volumes at five shillings eadl.

THiE autbor of Pike County Ballads and Castilian Days, and biographer
of Lincoln is about forty-nine years of age. In person of average lieigbt;
dark hair, moustache and beard, and brown eyes; well-built,' weil-dressed,
weli-bred, andi welI-read, hie is pleasant to look at and to talk witli. 1119
is a gyood taîker aud pole lîstener, aud altogether an agreeshie and
instructive companion.

KOHL, in bis Discovery of Haine, thinks tlat tle namne LarcadiXa
appeared first lu Rucelii's map of 1561. The origin of tue name Acadie,
usually given, is a derivation froom the Ludian Aquoddianke, tbe place of
the pellock, or a Gallicized rendering of tbe quoddy of our day, as preserved
in Passamaquoddy and the like. The word Acadie is said to be first used
in the name of a country in the letters-patent of the Sieur de Monts.

AMONG tle letters iii Milr. T. A. Troliope's new book, What I Rememnber
i8 one fromi Walter Savage Landor, ini which tbe foilowing passage occurs
"Carlyle is a vigorous tlinker, but a vile writer, worse than Balwer.

breakfasted in company witb him at Milmau's. Macaulay was there, a
clever clown, and Moore, toc, whom 1 bad not seen tli tIen. Betweefl
these two Scotclmen le appeared like a giow-wori between two thisties."

Ma. SWINBURNE's Dethroning Tennyson, in The Nineteenth Century, is
of course a parody of tle Shakespeare- Bacon pretence. The writer bas beefi
eutrusted, lie pretends, witb tle papers of Celia Hobbes, a lady Illanguisî-
ing " (unjustiy) in Hanwell Asylum, wlio lias devoted many years and
extraordinary cryptographic astutenesa to proving the Darwinian author-
slip of the poems attributed to Lord Tennyson. 0f Miss Hobbes' paper8p
Mr. Swinburne's article is, of course, only a summary ; the book iseif wil1

be very volu minous.
" MISS ROSEr ELIZABETII CLEVELAND," says the N. Y. Sun, "lbas been

for some years engaged in a close study of the life and work of St. Augus-
tine, witli the purpose iii vîew of writing a book upon him and bis mother,
Menica. The work is in baud, and when compietf'd will le the Mos t

tboughtf ni of ail bier literary efforts. Lt is flot uniikely tbat lier poefl' 5

will be gathered together and publisbed in book forai in tbe spriug. Ai'
effort was made to induce lier to do this last season, but she had tnet the
leisure to give to the werk of preparation and supervision.

Jfacmillan's Magazine for January opens with an address on Sir Stafford
Northcote by Lord Chief Justice Coleridge. W. Clark Russell, the nOVO'
list, contributes an iuteresting article on Pictures at Sea, and Birkbeck
Hill, one on Dr. John8on's Style. George Cadeli writes very seusibly CI'
Forestry, with special 1-efereuce to the ferests of Great Britain. In SOVfl'
thing like a Bag, Mr. S. M. Burrows describes some experieuces of ai,
Elephaut Kraal in Ceylou, aud a review of Wilkinson's Reminiscenceg O!
Eton, gives some entertaiuiug atories of tbis famous school. My UncW'
Clock, a short stery ; Sacharis8a's Lettera, by Miss Cartwright, and solo'
chapters of W. E. Norris' story Chri8, maire up the number.


