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by siinilar evidence. When the Beaconsfield Government appealed to ti
country in that year, there was every appearance of lialcyon weather fi
the Conservatives. Bye-elections had been held a few weeks previously
Which Conservatives had been returned by large majorities ; but at ti
General Election following immediately these very constituencies returnE
Liberals hy equally large majorities; and the Beaconsfield Governmet
was swept away. So may Mr. Gladstone's hopes be swept away. Hie hi
as mucli reason perbaps to regard the resuit of the Spalding election as
SYmptom of a general revolution of feeling in lis favour, as the Unionisi
hati to regard the resuit at St. Austeli as indicating, a revulsion againi
Ilio; but lie will be as wrong to builti on his hypothesis as they were o
theirs. Bye-elections are evident]y utterly untrustworthy guides t
general feeling: at a bye-election the attention of the electors flot hein
fixe1d so firmly and enthusiastically on great issues as at a General Electiorlocal poiiscorne more into paand the election is prbbyofte
decideti by causes purely local. It takes but a few abstentions or change
of votes ordinarily to alter the result in any constituency.

TUEF Crimes Bill lias received the Royal assent, and thus Ireland i
Placed, as to the law, very mucli in the saine position as Scotland. li
8cotland the existing and permanent law and practice closely carrespon
to tlie provisions of the present Crimes Bill, and the Irish liave littli
grOund to complain that their country is treated exceptionally among ti
Tbree Kingdoms. What is exceptional is the amount of crime in Ireland
and an organised conspiracy that lias usurped the functions of the Queen'i
Government there; and these have created a necessity for putting inti0Peration in Irelanti a system of law that, in înany respects in a mon
stingejît and far-reaching form, is the system of law of Scotland also

INearly the whole of Ireland lias been proclaimed, for tlie purpose oi
restoring the authority of the Queen's Government ; but we have reasor
tO hope that with a watclifui Liberal Party holding the check rein, du(
Coriideration in applying the law will be given by the Government to tbE
e cePtional condition into which Irelanti bas been brought by the political
S.itation of the past few years.

IT is to be liopeti the settlement of the long-pending Afghan Boundary
dispute may prove to be the beginning of a reconiciliation between England
a"Ii~ Russia. There is no reason whatever why the two Powers should flot
nlarcli amicably side by side in Asia, Russia is doing a civilising work there
that Certairily could nlot be done by England ; and England, we feel assured,
""aY rest for another haîf century in perfect security as respects India.
eo Inidia but Persia is menaced by the IRusàian advance ; through Persia
'a the roati to the sea. that Russia lias in view. An. air-liole to breathe bier
VS56t land.bound populations shte must have, in Asia as well as in Europe ;
anid the sooner shte bas an outlet through the Persian Gulf the sooner înay
A5ia breathe in peace. India would tlien be separated front the Russian
?ýOWer by the deserts of Beloochistan, as slie now is by the deserts of Afghan-

iti anti it should be the beginning and end of the Eastern policy of
tnIglallll to, keep Russia on tlie far side of both those deserc countries, to
Pelletrate eitlier of which, front Turkestan or front Persia, amid hostile
PoPulations, would leave any invading troops little able to cope with the
fIesh force tliat England could muster for the defence of India. Russia
%eated 01n the Persian Gulf, would, besides, be open to attack by a naval
POwer, as she is flot now ; which would be a pletige of good behaviour thatrahight to seime extent counitervail a Russian control of the Bosphorus.

ý''hthe overwlielming military strength of iRussia, the unity of national
lertiIment, and the endurance and persistence of that great nation, it is
hartiîy Posbet a usa c n b oe e t o t o Co sa tn p .

Possibl thtRsi a efrvrketoto osatnpeat b ler main aimt no doubt; it is the great cynosure at presenit of
Saspirations, and there is no power at present visible in the world

'1hbOth suffcient force and sufficient motive to withstand lier. In pos-
Ofj Cotstaninopl she wo:loi threaten all Europe, and yet be safe

seateti on the Persian Gulf, which would be one vuinerable point in aC08'1erapr otherwise almost invulnerable.

%I 0ng death of young Mn. Macdonald on Saturtiay was due to
orlsCinjinal canelessness somewbere. Explain it as we may, multiply

"Isabout tlhe explaitation as much a we mnay, the fact remains thattiti UIfortunate lad was shot to death while passing, unconscious of
as 1r Wellere ayother citizen inight have been, where every citizen

a thefet right tebe : and the crass stupidity tlîat permitteti flring
thtt s Pot is responsib!e for bis deatlî.

of *1""'a D'ANGLI£TERIttE " is the amiable title of a Frencli continuationth C attle of Dorking " senies of nonsense books. In it the Gallic

le author composes the feud between France anti Germany by a successful
)r Frenchi invasion of Great Britain; wbereupon the conqueron offers ileligo-
it land, Sierra Leone, the Gold Coast, Cape Colony, the Island of Ceylon,
te New Zeaiand, Vancouver's Island, and the Fiji Islands, to Germany, iii
ýd exchange for Alsace-Lorraine. The fortifications of these provinces baving
it been demolished, France and Germany shake bauds over the discomti-
ts ture of perfitious Albion. But unfortunately for our Frenchi cook, ià is in
a the first place quite certain that the diih lie bas prepareti would not tempt
;s Germany to, let go of Alsace-Lorraine, and in the second place, tlie hare iii
it not cauglit yet that is to furnisli the meal.
nl

0 La Patrie, of Montreal, complains of tlie ill-will and systeinatic partisan-
g1 ship displayed by the cable correspondents in selecting front tlie Englisb press,

anti fadling that, front the Germant pness, the most unfavourable comments
n that can be found on what is said andi donc in France. This, it says, is
s without doubt wliat is called in Euglanti 1 fair play." We do not know

what Engiand lias to do with it :these cable correspondents are notoriously
Irishmen, all wliose fictions about Irish afflaira oun Anglophobic frientis of

s the Frendli-Canadian press receive and disseminate amnong the habitans
Il withotnt a seruple. Penhaps, if La IPatrie will explain to its readers that

Ithe anti-British ideas they have been feti wich for a year or two înainly cone
Sfront the saute source as thc present anti-Frencli accounits, they May begini
Sto suspect there may be another side than the one they are acquainted with

to the Home Rule Question.

Science has publishiet a useful sketch miap, showing on a gnoinoiic
projection the relative merits, in point of distance between England and
Eastern Asia, of the Canadian Pacific Railway and the Amierican Pacif-ic

Erailroads. The map extends front Englanti in the East to Yokohama in
the West. It makes it clear wliy tlie North-west and North-east passages
were so eagerly sought for. Tliey are the nearest to the great circle (i.e.,
the shorter line> beîwcen Englanti anti China, wbicli ruiis riglit throughi the
Polar Basin. Thie nearer a route approaches titis great circle, the shorter it
is. Therefore it is seen fromn titis map that the distance front London to
Yokohama via the Canadian Pacifie Rail way i8 by far the shortest. There are
several facts, bowever, which dotract froni the value of titis route. Tlie great
circle between London and New York crosses Newfoundland. Yet ships do
not keep close to the southern point of that island, on account of the
numerous dangers obstructing their passage, but prefer to go n roundabout
way, kceping far south. The same difliculty is encountereti in approaching
Halifax ; anti therefore the longer route to New York is by far to be pre-
ferred to the shorter one to Nova Scotia, particularly in the latter part of
the winter anti in spring, wli ice is met with in the Atlantic Ocean. The
Gulf of St. Lawrence is not navigable during part of the year, on account
of the hcavy masses of ice. Thus the shortness of the route front Englanti
to Nova Scotia is more titan countorbalanceti by the dangers of navigation.
But even front New York the Canada route to Japan is far shorter than
tliat by way of San Francisco. Thie ditl'erence in lengthi between the great
circle San Fran.-isco-Yokoliama anti Vancouver- Yokohama is seen on the
sketch map. It must be considereti, liowever, that the latter cannot be
matie use of, as it crosses Alaska anti the Aleutian Islandis. Steamers
must keep fartlier south, anti must strike the San Francisco route near the
longitude of the west point of Alaka Peninsula. Tbis makes the distance
front Vancouver to Yokohama somewbat lon ger titan it would be without
this chain of islands intervening. The distance froin New York to Puget
Soundi by way of the Northeril Pacific Railroad is longer than by tlie
Canadian Pacific Railroati, as Lake Michigan extends so far south ; but
when the roati front Umatilla Junction to Tacoma is finisheti, the difference
in the two distances will not be very great. The sea-route front Tacoma
to Yokohama is of course essentially the saine as that fromt Vancouver.
The great circle between tliese places anti the ports of China runs nearîy
through the Tsugaru Strait, passing Hakotiadi. When the work on the
Canadian roati is completeti, àt will probably not be more frequently
obstructeti by snow-tirifts than the Northern Pacific, but the difference in
distance between these two lines is not so great as to excîude succesaful
competition.____

WITH respect to the Hudson Bay route, Science says: IlThe railroati
question is of the greatest importance for tlie development of the Northi-
west Territories,-Athabasca, AIlberta, Saskatchewan, Assini boia, anti
Manitoba, The distance to the nearest ports is so long that expert is very
difficult ; therefore endeavours have been matie to open a new route by
making use of Hudson Bay. Tlie proposeti Hudson Bay route front Liver-
pool to Port Nelson is very short anti straight, anti would offer a splendid
opportunity for the export of the North-west Tcrritories. We believe,
however, that the character of the seas will prevent the plan being carnieti


