
THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR.
150 i

strictly logical, or have an acute sense of morality ; so Mr. Parnel- MODERN PROGRESS AND THE TRADE QUESTION.
who is flot starving-not even hungering for anything but political
notoriety-finds it easy to rouse the passions of the crowds who flock In the CANADIAN SPECTATOR of the 4th instant, Mr. Roswell Fisher has a
to bear and see bis latest efforts in the role of agitator. A refusai to crtcs fmy position, that Protection is in harmony with modem progress.
pay a just debt is the first item in Mr. Parncll's programme, which H as the qeto:Wy fFe rd ego sbtenNwYr nfromsher ncesst te lndlrds illproabl hav toaccpt.Penosylvania, should it not bcecqual]y beneficial as between New York andfro see ncesiy th adod vi rbbyhv oacp.Ontario ? or, putting it in another shape, "lIf Canada were part of the U. S. A.,

would Free Trade with the rest of the States be beneficial, and if so, Why notBut the second item-viz., the abolition of landiords altogether, now ?" That question I do not propose to enter upon at present, but I hopexviii hardly be so easy of accomplishmcnt. For, although the Englislh to corne to it by and bye. One thing at a time. On this occasion I wish topeople and politicians have a genuine sympathy wîth the Irish in stick to the subject of the relations of Protection and Free Trade respectively
regard to ail grievances which have been inflicted by past governmcnts, towards modern progress.
or presenit bad weather, they do not sec how the state of things com- Mr. Fisher says that it is completely mis-stating the views of Free Traders
plained of now can be altered. Thc disestabljshment and disendow- to represent themn as holding that England shouild manufacture cotton and iron
ment of the Irish Church was comparatively easy. The measure by for aIl peoples, that France should devote berself to the production of silks and
which it was brought about was simple and self-contained ; that is, no xvînes, and that the United States should drop manuifacturing altogether and be

othe imortnt nteestswer inolvd wth t. Bt te lnd uesioncontent to remain the gmanary and provision store of Euirope. Tak-ing thisothre rl i p a n intero q est is , ere n ved i t ai t , B ut the lan d quest on tera îy it is of course an exaggeration, lit quite a pardonable one after a l.
is r all a roup of uesions ca h o e i port nt, and ail nexric biy It is to be taken, however, as a figure of speech, the intention of which is tomixed together. When ail the preliminaries bave been settled as to convey, by means of exaggeration obvious and unconcealed, a perfectly tructhe process by xvhichi landlords shahl lose their propcrty rîghts-the idea of the drift and tendency of Free Trade, suipposing it were allowed tosources and amount of compensation-how is property to bc disposcd have aIl its own wvay in the world. In the paper of Sept. i 3th 1 quoted Mr.of ?-that is, how arc the tenant-farmers to bc " rooted in the sou"',? Herbert Spencem's dictîim that modemn progress includes not merely division ofIs the land to be assimilated to personal or movable property ? or is it labour as between individuals, but also as between different districts of the

to be treated in some ncw way, as somiething by itself, neither personal same country, and, further, between different countries. Th 1nls pioo
nor iovbleandyet maketale ropetphier contends that xvith more progress there will be more and more of thisnor m o abl , nd yct a ark ta le pro er ydivision of labour, or "lsubdivision of funictio nis," as hie cals it, as belw een

Evidently the doctors do not agree about the mnethods to bie . fferent nations. Having the misfortune to differ even with so high an
adoped n oderto ringabot acur; fr wile omedecarefortheauthority on this point, 1 have contended (sec CANADIAN SPECTATOR Of Sept.adop cd n o der to b ing abo t a cure fo w h le o m e ecl re or he 3 th and 27th) that exactly the reverse is the truth, and that the tendency ofpolicy of cutting down the power of settlîng land to the limits of the material civihization is to do away ivith obstacles both natural and artificial, topower of scttiing goods, others say that land must be regarded like any equalize conditions amongst nations, and to make arts and manufactures thatother commodîty, which letter and hirer rnay stipulate about as they may before bave belonged to one country only the common property of ailplease. It bas been quite easy to raise these questions ; but it wili prove nations standing in the front rank. I do not suppose that any Fmee Traderany thing but easy to settle tbem; and the end of Ireland's trouble is actually entertains the extreme view that Canadians, for instance, should wholly

not yet, nor is Mr. Parnell likcly to lead lier one step toward it. abandon manufactîming, and become a nation of farmers, stock-raisers, lumber-
men and fishermen only ; but I do say that the full carrying out of Free Trade inAFGHANISTAN. these Provinces would unquestionably bring uîs a long way towards such a restîlt.

The triumph of General Roberts in Afghanistan is as comiplete Mr. Spencer puts into the shape of philosophical statement whiat was in Mr.
as the most ardent British could desire. He bas met with fexv Cobden's mind when hie laid it down, in his terse, practical way, that cotton-
obstacles on bis way; tbere was scarcely any flghting to be donc, for growîng countries shouild not bc cotton-manufactuming couintries. No Fmee
the few Afghan soldiers who made a show of resistance werc quikl Trader can afford to repudiate these two high authorities on bis own side ofqucythe question. Mr. Fisher does not say exprcssly whether hie accepts or rejectsdisposed of; the revolted tribes saw that the game was up and dis- Mr. Spenccr's doctrine of increasing subdivision of functions among nations aspcrsed to their homes, and the Englisb army entcred Cabul. So far, a concomitant or constituent of progress ; and I must regret that hie did not inso good. But now another kind of warfare begins-not between the his cmiticismn include niy article of September i3 th and 2oth, in which myrude Afghan and the trained English soldier, but betxvcen the diplo- posi tion was more fully stated and explained, as well as the article of Augustmatists of England and Russia. The difficuity English statesînen 3oth. By implication, however, hie agrees ivith Mr. Spencer, though hie avoidshave to encounter is tbis: that while they have made it perfectiy clear the latter's sweeping generalizations, and makes what is apparently a ver>'as to wbat they mean to do and bow thcy mean to do it, by over modest and moderate statement of the position of Free Traders, in these words:candid ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~l espprrprsadi-csiedPrm-iitraspehsot"We argue that it is for the best interests of the world tliat society shall bc allowed, Nwith-candd nwspper epots nd ll-cnsiere Prie-Mniseril spechs otlet or liiodrance, to obtain those commodities svhich. it needs or (lesires at the least possibleat banquets, the Russians have kept their purposes and plans shrouded sacrifice of its subst.ince ; or, in simpler words, shall be allowed to boiy its goods in the

in mstey. hatpretypoeic hras abut Ilcietifc fonter"cheapest markets. As, however, no one society *fiers within itself the cheapest market forin mstey. hatprety, oetc praseabot a"scentiic ronier ail the commodities wbich its members desire, international commerce arises, when we addwas not among the tbings bard to be understood, but the Russian the corollary, tbat freedomn of commercial intercourse should be no more restricted berween
poliicins avenotbeenso utsoke. Tey ae mvin wih geatthe individuials of difTerent political societies than between those of the samne nation."poaticn b av not bh e en s u s ok n h are m oving. ef e s i n vit h gn f rm at As already intimiatd. I do not on this occasion take tp the question
cau ion bu st hi hey are m ov ng. W e eel as f s m e ast tra sfo m a- suggested in the ast clause of the quotation. B ut w hat I have now to dealtion scene is being arrangcd- in the East, and we areceagerly watcbing with is the contention, which scemq at firît vicw a very plausible one, that ailfor the ise of the curtain. What changes of grouping shahl we look that Free Traders wvant is nierely that govcmniments should let trade alone, andupon ? Wbat will the scene be-tragedy or comiedy ? Who will gain allow it to develope itself here and there as circumstances înay favotîr, withoutand who wili lose ? No one can tell; we must wait for furthcr develop- the interfemence of the law. The implication is that Protection is an interfemencemen ts. with cimcumstances of natuiral gro'.th, an attempt to force trade and manu-

The ecuiarmetod atel adpte fo ciilisng nd hritiais-factures wîth unsuitable localities, and in defiance of natural conditions.The ecu iar etb d l tely ado ted or ivi isin an Chr sti nisIt appeams a ver>' innocent and insintating proposition to say that ahl thating the heathens bas had sucb a check in one quarter that it is worth trade reqtîires of govemoments is simpl>' to be let alone, and that following outrecording. An Equatorial Empire was supposed to bave been estab- thîs plan xviii compel each particular indtistmy to stand on its own bottom, thuslished by that prince of rascais, the late Khedive. Gordon Pasha was insuring faim play' to ail, and allowing the devclopment, in aIl countries, of thesent to mIle over the land in the name of the great Ismail. The Pasha induîstries best suited to each mespectivel>'. The assumption is that, as thingsheld the theory that Livinggtone's gospel xvas nonsense, and the mis- now are, aIl countries have a fair start in the race of competîtion, and that ifsionary work donc by him. and Moffatt quite ineffectual. He heid some counitries are now abead of others, it is through nattîral causes, whichthat a polic,ý of physicai vigour was the only rational method for Protection cannot neutralize, and should not attempt to control. To take con-subduing the beathen African. And Gordon Pasha carmied civilization crete instances, it is assumed that, as England is willing to stand om fahl b>' Free
at the point of the bayonet, and witb the help of repeating rifles. But Trade, Canada should accept the same position, and, if hiem manufactures can-not stand without Protection, let themn perish. I take these two for instances,the Africans have risen up in wratb and turned the Pasha out of their for clearness of contrast, because England is the most advanced mantifacturing,c o u n try ; an d th e lesso n co n v ey ed to ail su cb civ iizers is th a t tb ey h ad co n r i n t e w ld h e C a d a s o e of h e e e t co t i s, o ry gbetter be as sure of their brute force as tbey are of their metbod of ta establisb manufactures. Now I make these two assertions, that England'sworking. EDITOR. manufacturing gmeatness was faunded and built up upon Protection in


