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The lite outbreak of sînalipox in the
to<wnship of Walford cost $x î5o. The
ceurity council of Leeds and Grenville
granted $400 to assist the township.

The valuation of the property of Tele-
phonie and Teiegraph Companies for
assessment purposes would be simplified
if assessars wouid proceed under the pro-
visions of section 47 of the Assessînent
Act and require the companies to furnish
a written statement of property lhable to
asserisment.

Henry Qaten, ex-clerk and treasurer of
Gravenhurst, lias liad his trial, and after
pleading guilty to the charge of embezzling
town flsnds, lias been sentenced to serve
three years in the Kingston penitentiary.
Considering ail the attendant circum-
stances, the sentence is an extremely heavy
one. Qaten was flot a crirninal ia the or-
dinary serise. He lTred, it is truce, but
whohlai uot. Instead of skipping oui and
trying ta evade tke punishînent of his
cime, he nianfully faced the people, offer-
ed ta strip hiniseif of every dollar lie pos.
uessed, and of ail lis friends could raise,
and prornisecd to make up>viiat was lu.ck-
ing. It is needless ta say that the peoplè
silo permitted him to starve or steal, re-
fused ta accept lis offer of compromise.
They wil dou6tless dlaim that they would
bce committing another crime by compro-
rytising a félony in allowig Mr. Qaten to
pay off part of lis defalcation and escape
punisliment; but supposing Qaten lad
been able to Yestore ail the înoney misap-
propriated, there would have been no
crimeto punish. It is asad thing tosec
a mani wlo bas occupied 50 pronunent a
po>sition in the community as Mr. Oaten,
se-nt to tle penitentiary as a eommon félon.
Thc only thing Inow which cin possibly be
donc is ta petitian tle goverriment for a
reductln of the sentence.-North Star,
Parry Sound.

W'0ý1è
Auderdon vs. Burns.

REFEREE M4ARCON'S REPORT.
Amlierstburg &cho: This action,

sihicli is one of considerable importa nce
to tlie ratepayers of the township af
Anderdon in particular and to the county
in general, sas conimenced by the plain-
tiff to recover froni the ex-township col-
lector Burns the suni Of $388.66, the
amount of an alleged shortage as found
by a special auditor, Mv.- Reaume, upon
exarnination af ex-treasurer McCartly's
books. Tlie case came on for lecaring
before Mr. Justice Rose at the non-jury
siîîxngs in the Autunin of 1898. Ex-
treasurer McCarthy was added as a de-
fendant and the trial af the action was
postponcd. The plaintiff's dlaim sias
îmended by asking the samne relief against
M4cCarthy as lad originally been claixned
froni Burns. The matter came up again
before Mr. justice Street and an order
sas made wlereby the matter was referred
ta F. E. Marcon, Esq., as refèee, ta
ascertain and report upon the facîs, the
question of costs being reserved for hear-
ing by tle Court. The following is the
report of the referce :

" Pursuant ta the order af reference
made lerein by lis Lordship, Mr. justice
Street, and daîed the 22nd day of Mardi,
1899- Upon hearlng the evidence ad-
duced by ail parties and upon hearing
counsel for ail parties, 1 find there is
due frorm the defendant McCarthy to
tlie plaintiffs tlie suni af $388.66 witli
interest at 6% per annum frin Dec. ioth,
1897. The evidence of Oliver Reaume
and Henry Odette fudly sustained plain-
tifrs claini ta tliis sum and stands un-
contradicted. In regard ta tle counterclaims as for the sum of $7,.96 tle de-
fence or defendant, Burns, as sllown by
lis pleadings, adniits that he paid tuis
suni by mistake and 1inadvertence by
reason af an error in certain additions.
1 find that this antouni sent into the
hands of tlie treasùrer (McCarthy) and 1
aIso find that tlie piaintiffs should not re-
pay it, and this inistake was not as to a
fact. The other portion of the caissier'dlaims 1 finci should mIsa be dismissed
as againsi the plaintifi; and these
two items, the sunis $71î.98 andJ $286
should bc repaid defendant Burns
by tlie defendant McCarthy, this money
having been received by hlm througli lis
daughter, Miss McCarthy. And I furtler
report I have not piaced any reliance in
Miss McCartliy's evidence, slie having fal-
sified the books andi destroyeci receipts,
cheques and other documinentary evidence.
Tlie above cited case .Jso applies in this
instance. As to the question of cosîs, I
think, under aIl cirunisiances, tlie costs of
ibis action, and of ibis reference, sliould
be borne and paid by the defendant Mc-
Carthy, because the original action sas
brougît against Burns for tle $388.66,
and it sas only on the examination af
Miss.McCartliy, by order, that it was found
that MeCarthy, ex-treasurer, sliould be and
sas added as a party defndanî. And I

further report that the evidence &f Mr.
Ne1f, expert accounitant, was of a maierial
and great assistance ta me ini conming to
the above findings, andi sould suggest that
Mr. 'Burns' cosis ai obtaining Mr. Neff's
service be mloweci, And any of tie de-
fendant Burns' counter claim ta obiain the
above resuit 1 have allowed. Stilîseil vs.
Toronto 20 Ont. Ail af whdli is respect-
fuily subinitted.Y F. E. MNt&CON, Referee.

Municipal Audit iu England.

In concluding a valuable treatise on.
Englisli Local Govemnment, Dr. B3lake
Odgers offers tle following suggestions :

The accounts ai ail aur local bodies
shouici be audited by the district audfîtors
of thie Local Govern ment Board. I bave
no doubt tlat the ehective auditors hon-
estiy try ta do their duty. But tley are
aiten personal friends ai tle Ieadîng meni-
bers of the vestry or council wlose ac~
counts tley are appointed. ta audit ; îley
have lad, as a rule, fia professional train-
ing as auditars, mand have no legal linos-
ledge to enabie tieru ta decide wbich
items af expendîture are permissible mand
whidli are not.

Furtler restrictions sliould le placed on
île power ai local ' utlorities ta apply to
Parliament for borrowing powers belurnd
îhe back of the Local Governuxent Board.

Every local autloriîy shoulci prepare
and publisl an annual budget-a detailed
estimate of uts probable ïncome, and ils
probable expenditure for île coming year.
At île close ai the year it should prepare
and publisI a detailed account of tle av-
tuai expenditure of the year. This is
donc, I know, ln saine cases, but not ini
mll. Every ratepayer sbould be able ai
any reasanable tu e, ta obtain a copy of
bail statements wiuîlout difficulty. Anid
île accaunts slould bc stated clearly in a
simple ionm tlat wili be remdily intelligible
ta tiose silo pravide the money which
tle local autlority spends.

The authar attaches mosi importance,
perlaps, to the independent official audit
whicl is nos only appiied ta îhe district
councils. Some ai île langer municipali-
îles, liowever, engage professional audios
wla are as independent and as competent
as île Local Government officiais.

Re Raymond and City ai Brantford.-
Motion for a mandamus ta compel île
City corporation anid dlerk ta hld an
election for île office of mayon. The
apphicant sas electeci mayor in January
hast, andi recently sent in lis resîgnatian,
having been appainîed pasîmaster of the
City ai Brantford. TIe resignation sas
in wriîing, and île document contained a
proviso that it should not take effect until
the failowing day. This sas accepîed by
îlec council on the day on sibicIh i as
offened. It sas, for île corporation and
cierk, cantended that île document sas
flot a resignation. but only a notice ai
intention ta resign. Held, tlat ht sas a
sufficient aperative teaignation. Order
muade for a unandamus as asked wuthout
cosus.


