THE YOUNG CHURCHMAN.

THE RIGHT INTERPRETATION OF WHAT ARE
CALLED ¢ IMPRECATIONS? IN THE PSALMS.

Psalm c1x 5—14.

“Set thou an ungadly man to be ruler over him: and let Satan
stand at his right hand.

“ Wlen seutence (s glven upon him,
let his prayer Le turned into sin.

+ Lot his days be few : and let another take his office.

« Y,et his children be tatherless: and his wife & widow.

© Let his chi'dren be vagationds, snd beg thetr bread : let them
seek it alsn oul of desolite places.

“Let the extortioner consume ail that he hath :
stranger spofl his labour.

+ Let there br no man to pity him: nor to have cotpassion upou
his fatherless children.

* Let his posterity be destroyed : and in the next generation let his
name be clean put out.

 Let the wickedness of his fathers be had in remembrance in the
sight of the Lord : and let not the +1n of his nother be done away.

“ Lot them slway be hefore the Lord: that he may root vut the
memorial of them from of the earth.”

1et him bo condemued : und

aud let the

Many persons have great reluctance to join in the read-
ing of the above passage. There seems, in the language
used, to be something so at variance *with that spirit and
disposition which are inculcated by tae principles of the
Gospel, that they feel unwilling to utter the words and
make them their own.

Yet this proceeds from ignorance respecting them.
These verses contain mot imprecations, but predictions;
not wishes for ill by man against man, tut solemn decla-
rations of righteous vengeance by the prophet of the Most
High, against wickedness of the worist wind.

We are led to a just application of them bya part of
of them being quoted as fulfilled in Judas, the betrayer of
our holy Lord. The whole passage should be read, as it
was meant to be written, prophetically ; and they need
not be repugnant to the tenderest heart, wnen it is con-
sidered that it is not calling down of curses by man {which
would be inconsistent with the Gospel), but a declaration
of punishment justly due for foreseen abominzble wick-
edness.

These remarks are applicable not only to the above
passage, but also to some verses in Psalm Ixix.,—from the
twenty-thixd to the thirtieth —and 1o others also; and I
am induced to make hem in consequerce of a little inci-
dent wkich lately occurred within my own knowledge.

An elderly lady was in the habit of reading aloud, with
some portion of her family, the Psalms appointed for the
day. Whenever she came to the above passage, she was
accustomed to pass over it, in consequence of what seemed
1o her its unchristian spirit, and its unsuitableness to the
purpose of promoting that holy disposition which, by these
exercises, she was anxious to promote. Butone day, a
little grand-daughter, who was frequently present, said to
her mamma, **Mamma, do you believe the Bible 2>
 Yes, my dear.” “ All of it1? © Yes, allof it “Not
all of it, mamma.” ‘* Yes, every word of it, my dear: it
is God’s own word.” “ Why do you and grandmamma

S

leave out those verses in the Psalms, then ? »

15

If the purport of these veises has hitherto been misun-
deistood by any of your readers, and they have been
thought to be an outpouring of a vindictive spirit by
David, instead of a declaration of future wrath upon the
worst enemies of God, it may not have been amiss that
these few lines have been written, in owder 1o give a more
correct understanding of them. The explanatior may
prevent the omission of the passage in private use, and the
creating such an impression on the mind of the young as
is exemplified above. And is not the anecdote related
another illustration of the truth, “ Out of the mouths of
babes and sucklings, thou hast ordained strength.”

C—— 2

ProrEsstoN wirnout PRIN .uE——"All yeu can
tell me,” said one on a dying -ed, “I huve long well
knows ; but I tell you that I pave lived without real re-
ligion: 1 was forward in the Chrch, but fixed in the
world, and my proles'sion only now serves to terrify me.”

TUETRY.

PR

THE FRIENDSHIP OF THE WORLD.
Hast thou gone to the world, aud tried its power,
When thy soul was bowed dows with its load of cares 2
And what didst thou mect in that darken’d hour—
Has it soothed thy sorrow, and dricd thy tears?

Did it meet thee with love, in that time of woe,
And give to thy troubled spirit rest ?

Did kindness and sympathy gently fiow,
In healing balm, o’er thy stricken breast !

Did it leave its gay revels, and come to thine aid,
"To cheer thy deep gloom with its winning smiles?
Did it quit the L -ight sun-shine, a:d seek the dark shade,
T'o dispel every cloud by its mugic wilis 2

No—it coldly looked on as the mourner passed by ;
1t held no cor.munisn with anguish and gricf:

Its aspect was chilling—no beam from that eye
Gave a glimmer of hope, or a glance of refief !

But what dicst thou meet ut the throue of thy God,
‘When thé voice of thy mourning ascended on high 2

Woert thou harshly repulsed from that gloriors ubode,
And left in thy hopeless despondence to die?

That theme is too mighty—it scars from our rezch
‘I'he tongue of a seraph those mercies should teli—

The words should be uttered in heavenly speech,
Wor the lips of a moral are bound by a spell !

A soft, gentle whisper just comes {from below,
Like the voice of the Spirit—the life-givir ; Dove—
It exhales from that heart where these mercies o’erflow,
And breathes forth its tribute to Infinite Love!




