
TI-TE PALE QUEEN-\ log9

It Nvas a'hot day. Ail the doors wcre
openi, and it s0 happeneci tlîat the swine-
Iier(l sat in the kitchen liard by, niakino-
miusic for the servants.

Muiltsie !" saici fle 'Queen, and soine-
thiing like a taint liglit flickerecl across
lier face.

The Court band immnediately set up à
iir:errv j ig. But tlîat wvas not what sh,,
ineant.

caIlle froni Nvitlbout."
Tiien one of the ladies Iii waitino- vol-

tinteere(l the inîformîation tlîat it wvas not
mnusic. only the swiîieliercl anîusing hiii-
self iii the kitcheîi.

-Bring lîinî blere at once. At once ,
said the Queen, in the voice of onie wlio
wiil be obeyecl.

-Yuare to g-o mnto die presence of
tie Queen at once, blIoclîea-d," tliey said
to the swinelîercl, and lie answerecl, "Oli,
arn IJ? Very well." Andi lie walkecl
into tue hall just as lie wvas, becauise the
Queen haci -said "At once,"' witi tlic
t i-c step of a man wlio lias the tise of
ail lus limbs.

0f course the Court were ail laugli-
ing ini thieir sleeves at the figure lie eut,
Ibut lie sawr notlîing of tlîat. Only lie
saw tue pale face of the Queen andi
lîearcl lier voice. Tiiere were only him-
self aîîd tue Queen in tue wliolc world.

y~Vl ou not siîîg to nu e, swinelierd?
Your voice is like the foi-est ini spring-
tiiiîe,"ý sue sai(l.

But whlen lue openeci lis moutli not a
souni came out of it, andi turning on his
heels , lie rau wvith ail his might out of
the Court, neyer stopping tili lie reacheci
luis oli lunt ini the forest.

How tlîey ail lauglied at the idiot!
"Your Mvajesty bas not lost mucli,"

silipl)recl tue lady-in-waiting. But the
Queen sigbied wearily.

As for tue swinehierd it wvas just the
sanie for li-n in the forest Always
the face anîd tlîe voice.

In the sunsluiie, in tue cool green twi-
liglut. ini running water, -and the song
of l)irCls. Everywlicre. Everywliere.
Alwrays tlie face and tlue voice.

"Surely I shall sec lier again," lie
tlîouoIit.

H-e clid iiîdeed sec lier again, the very

next tinie lie \vent to tue Palace, but
slie wvas I)aler andi stiller than, ever.

She wvas lying in state in the ban-
quetiiug hall, so tlîat ail the people miglit
take a last look< at tlîeir Queen. Tliey
fileci in,ý one by one, aîîd amongst tue
lîuibl)er sort camue the sw inehierci.

The hall \vas ligliteck witlî candles, for
tlue sliutters were closed, and the air was
lieavy witlî the scent of rare waxen
wvhite flowers. Tue Queen did not look
very different, only now the strange eyes
\vere closed. Tlue heavy crown xvas still
on lier lîeacl, andc tlîe leavy sceptre was
stili in the long, pale fingers. It broke
t1ue swiiuelierd's lueart to look at lier.

"It wvas lucre I stood before," lie
tluouo-lit, *and I cou1ld not even sing to
lier; sucli a little tlîing, and now-

He seeied quite lost, and stood s0
long at lier. feet tluat an officiai poked
lîiiu rouguly witli a golci stick.

"Get on, get on," said the official; for
tliere were crowds more to conic.

But wlien tlîe swineluerd got SQ far
as the Queen's face, lie fiung up his
armis suddenly with a loud cry. 0f
course everyone saici, "I-usli, Husli!"
but lie took nîo notice of tluat.

"How is tlîis ?" lie saici. "Wluy hiave
\-ou 1)rouoiit lier here to 1)e stifled ?"

Clu, lie wvas îad ! rfhîerc could be
nîo doubt of it!

*'iFox caiî suie be stified Mien, alas!
sue is (leaci?" tlîey said.

"Slîe is no more clead thli you are,"
said the swineluerd.

Wluat a Ihubbub arose, to be sure.
Not dead! Had îîot the Cour-t pby-

sîcian andc the Lord H-igli Chiamberlain
said tiîat slue xvas dead ? Wliat more
could lie wvant? Was slîe flot lying in
state? It xvas scandalous! It was posi-
tively inicent!

"Suc is not dead," said flhc swine-
lierd, "only let me carry lier into the
air and thec suîîsline. Only let me carry
lier out of this stifling rooiî."

"How dare you drcamn of snch a
tlinig?" said tlie Court officiais, and
everyone tried to pusli luin out of thc
hall; but lue fouglit desperateiy.

"Only let me try," lie cried. "Tak-e
niy life afterwards. Only let nie try."

0f course tlîey were too Iuany for
lii. Tlîey soon puslicd hirn ont of tLic


