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PROGRESS IN SHELL MAKING

British Representative Says It May Be Better to Give
Future Orders to Existing Plants

Mr. D. A. Thomas, M.P., special representative in
Canada of the British minister of munitions, Mr. Lloyd
George, said in an interview at Halifax: “The progress
made in Canada has been remarkable. Twelve months ago
the small arsenal at Quebec, employing 300 men, was the
only plant of its kind in Canada. - To-day there are 100
towns and villages and cities throughout the Dominion en-
gaged in manufacturing munitions of war. Canada is doing
her share. We are out here to see that she makes good.

‘“The British Government thinks Canada should have
all the orders possible in view of the tremendous sacrifices
the country is making, for sentimental reasons as part of
the Empire, and also from practical reasons in that she is
less likely to be affected by complication as was the United
States.

Export of Munitions.

“While the United States has adopted an attitude of
strict neutrality towards Germany and the Allies, and the
sympathy of a large part of her population is with the Allies,
still there is. a big organized effort being made to get the
United States to break that position of meutrality and pro-
hibit the export of munitions,” There is little chance that
the effort will succeed, vet it is a remote possibility which
we should safeguard against by placing orders in Canada.
Canada Should Make all Parts.

“It is my personal view,” said Mr. Thomas, ‘“‘that we
would like to see Canada independent of the United States
in this matter. We want to see Canada making all the
fuses and all the important parts of the shells and munitions
instead of now, as in some instances, importing them from
the United States. To do this only requires machinery and
expert men.

“The question of policy for the future,” continued Mr.
Thomas, ‘‘is whether the Shell Committee, to whom the
matter of distribution of orders was largely left, will give
orders to new works or increase those already given to
plants which have been thoroughly equipped, and have by
this time the experience mnecessary for turning out large
quantities of munitions. We believe in placing the orders
through one channel.

“Although my powers as representing Mr. Lloyd George
are very comprehensive, at present I intend working wholly
through the Shell Committee. They are doing excellent
work, especially considering the difficulties they had to meet
at the outset. To-day we only want machinery and men,
The object for which we have to work is the production of
munitions.

More for Existing Plants,

‘“Rather than creating a number of new and smaller
factories, it may be better to give the orders to the larger
places, where experience and equipment can insure rapid
and satisfactory production.

“You know this matter must be looked at from the
wider view of the needs of the Empire at present, Even
for Canada’s own good, this course must be pursued, for
the need is for munitions from where they can he most
readily furnished. I am quite favorably impressed with the
work throughout Canada and the possibilities of increasing
the output.”

Canadian Car and Foundry,

Mr. W. W. Butler, the man who arranged the big Rus-
sian contract for shells, etc.,, for the Canadian Car and
Foundry Company, was in Toronto last week, He was ac-
companied by Capt. V. Nekrassoff, munition engineer and
inspector for the Russian Government, and Mr, G. W. Wodd:
house, son of the British Consul at Petrograd, who is in the
employ of the Canadian Car and Foundry Company as
official interpreter for the inspector. '

“We have just completed the organization of an agency
in New York to handle all our foreign contracts, and through
this organization we can arrange for the getting of the
contracts and the assembling of the goods to a much greater
advantage. The Russian inspectors are all first-class en-
gineers, and they insist on everything being right to the
fraction, so we cannot make haste as much as we would like
to do,” said Mr. Butler.
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CANADIAN PACIFIC TAKES ALLAN LINE
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