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smiall and large bodies. ropographical knowledge, practice in recon-
naiissance and outpost duties, and experiences useful in real campaign
%vould be acquired, and the cavalry soldiers thus employed would be, as
they are supt)osed to be, the "leyes and ears" of an army.-Broad

The Soul-Stirring Drum.

T H-E druni, it is ý;aid, is to be re-estahlishied in the Italian Arnim'.
Over four N'cars ago Cienerai Farre, then in the plenitide of lis

power, decreed its abolishnient in the armiies of the French Rcpubiic,
ffd shortly after both Belgiuni and ltaly folioNed suit, and the roll of the

"sheep-sifddlers" ivas no longer heard in their ranks. Tlhe French,
kcenly imitative of a!l Germnan niodels, no doubt observed that the Prus-
:,a1s, long before the idea of German unity had become a reality, cut

down the bit, drumi from the dimensions it hiad assumed under Frederick
to the shape and p)roportions of an ordinary tambourine. So the edict
went forth, and "not a drunm %vas heard" in French regiments for some
fobur years, to the inexpressible grief of the bonnes and gainls, who were
wont to worship the big beard ind- much-belaccd man, the tambour-
miajor, as lie flourished his awe-imposing stick, surmounted with a huge
gold knob, at the head of his noble squad of drummners.

nhe history of dte drum, if written, might be flot only entertaîning
but instructive. The instrument is supposed to be of oriental invention
and is said to have been introduzed into Western Europe by either the
Moors or the Arabians. 0f drums there were three kinds: the bass or
'Furkish drumi, the largest, consisting of a hollow cylinder of oak, covered
at each end with vellum fastened to the rimi, 50 that it mnight be tightened
or slackened by small cords or braces acted upon by leather runners; the
double or kettie drum was nearly hemispherical, covered with a strong
head of calf-skin, and standing upon three iron legs; they are always in
p)airs and are tuned by screwvs, one to the keynote of the piece accom-
panied, the other to a fourth below; the third is the side druni, construct-
cd like the flrst, with a brass cylinder, but much smaller. Students of
Shakespeare wili recali the constant reference hie makes to drunms. Possi-
lily General Farre may have been reading the "Divine Wiiliains" when
lie decreed dte disestablishmient of that blatant instrument, and said with
Iarolles, "l'il no more drumiming: a plague of aIl drums."

l'he drum, however, is renowned in modern French history. The
deep roll of the tamibours drowned the voice of ill-starred Louis XVI
whien hie attemjPted to address the crowd bencath the guillotine, and the
drunis which beat at MVarengo, jena, Eylau, and Austerlitz proclaimied
the victories of the French forces. It is not difficult to sec why the
I'rench welconmed back the, g'rosse caisse, but incomiprehiensible to under-
stand why they banishcd it for four years (roui their reginients. Nor is
it niatter for surrirse that Belgiumi and Italy have again followed Frenich
Ilshion, and that to aIl three, in flenedick's iords, "Hiere is no music to
dhein but. the druni and ff."- U. S. Gazelle.

An ex-Drill Inntructor on the Arms and Equipment of the
British Army.

.FI,'ER al,thie discussion about tiheiiev rifle calledthie Enfield-MNartini, I
i sal esteecm it a favor if you cati find sîace for miy simple viewsas to

J nlew rifle for our infantry, and on the infantry equipuiient in gencral.
Uefore 1 commence 1i must point out that I served fourtectn ycars in the
inliîntry, and used the muitzzle-Ioader, the Snider, the NlartiiiHenry rifles,
d1id was also "hairnessed" with both the knapsack and the valise. TIhis
'sý i>' excuse for offering my opinion to the public at large It is ail ver>'
1ine for officiers (who know better) witb îhirtîy or fort>' years' service to
sutggest this, that, or the other, but the "proof of the puddinig is in the
ea.tinig of it." i cît tesc officers he "harnessed" as "''invwoUIlbc,
anid stand tinder arns for an hiour or so, and 1 an certain they would
'1uite change theirideas.. It is ail very weil for officers to îalk who 1-ave
l(Iiought 10 carry but a sword 'veigbing a few pounds.

The Martinii-flenrv, 1Inmust admit, 'vas the best weapon 1I had pu~t
n), hands for accurate shooting. Aýs regards any other question con-

tiected wvith it, I cannot speak in its favor; for instance, there's the recoil,
'vhich is soineîbng cruelait the longer ranges. Mart' a timte have I ex-
perienced a l)ruised shoulder anti a swollen check at mny annual course
iln usketry-the cause of mini tferior shooting at the longer ranges.
.\gain, wvhen twenty rounds bave heen fired out of the M.\artinii-Henry,
the barrel l)econies so bot that il is imp)ossib)le to comie 10 the " or(ler"7
wthonî l)urning the hands. Ilere's a circunistancc that occurred to my
hattalion on our way home froîn India. Wben we arrived aI Adlen we
,9(t the order tu prepare for war in the Soudan (i. e. in 1884), and I1 vas
aitually surl)rised to find that cachi man of the hattalion (who hiad a rifle)
'vas servcd out with hempl cord ho bc îied round the barrel bcîteen the
back sight and trigger guard. So much for the Martini-Hlenry and its
faîtits. Now for a nuw rifle, whichi I would naie rcvolving rifle, to bc

made as regards wveight, etc., the same as the Martini-Henry with its fewv
defects corrected; to have a revolving block with ten chai-bers, and to
be used as a breech-loader in ail ordinary cases, but in cases of emer-
gency, as in war-such, for instance, as the sudden approacb of cavalry,
or overwhelmiing numbers, etc., to be used as a revolver, flring ten rounds
rapidly, these chamibers not to be l)lacecd at the side of the rifle, so that*
the equilibriumi be destroyed, but to lie placed as in a revolver. 'l'lie
weight of this new revolving rifle îvill be (about) as follows: Assume that
it is the Martini-Heniry type for weight, etc., (with slight alterations as
abovc-mentioned), i. e., 9 11). p)lus, i Il). 4 oz. for revolving claimbers,
equals 10 lb. 4 oz.., wihout the havonet, which is equal 10 the Gernian
Mauser in wveight, and with the bayonet fixed toi i îlb. 2 0Z.., wbichi is
lighîter than the Gcrinati Mauser witb its bayonet flxed, and wvîth agreater
advantage owing to ils being lighter than the Germian arni wiîlî the
i)ayonet. Not until the British infanîry are armied with some such rifle
as this w~ill they feel themiselves on equal ternis %vith the infirntry of
foreign armies.

Trhe Enfield-Martini, I believe, is condemned, experiencing the
saine fate as the w~histles the sergeanîs of my battalion ivere served out
with, wvhich îve had to carry on parade to blow the fild-calls. After
being in possession of these whistles for about three months, they îvere
one day suddenly collected and retumned to the arsenal in Bomnbay-no
one knewv wby nor wherefore, and to me it is a mystery to this day.

I shahl now Iurn my attention 10 the infantry equipment, otherwise
termed "harnegs." 1 can't at ail perceive the utility of the valise. If is
neyer taken on a soldier's back to an engagement, and what valve is
attached to it, it is difficult to conceive, except that one looks grand w~ith
il at a show parade in Hyde Park and elsewhere. It is ver>' difficult to
sling arms for escalading in "1marching order" with the valise, and the
slings are too short. As regards the havresack, I amn of opinion that if
it was wvorn on the left shoulder, and the havresack hung by the righît
side, and the water-bottle on the right shoulder hanging by the left side
(behind the frog), it would greatly facilitate fixing and unflxing the
bayonet. The present system of w'earing the bavresack is a great annoy-
ance when feeling for the bayonet when fixing, and more so when feeling
for the scabbard when tinfixing. It is ail very well ini timies of peace,
w'hen the havresack is nicely wvashed and neatly folded and placed under
the waist helt, to prevent it fromn shifting; but I allude to active service,
when it is overstocked with the* soldier's prescrnt requiremients, and also
'viîl ammnînntion. At the battles of El '1eb and '1anianieb our pouches
were nol large enough lu contain theieoo rounds 've were served out
îvith l)rior to these engagements. As for the twvo smal 1 ouches that ire
worn in front, they are utterly useless for anîmiuniaion l)ouches in wvar
limie; tbey hold twcnîy rounds of anmmunition ecd, tacked in packages
of ten rounds, which fit the coml)artmients so tighltv that one lias t1)(111
and tug away to gel one of these packages 0111----a îweît>' look-out wheni

aman bias fired off the fort>' loose rounds ini the suspension pouc,nl
is l)erlial)s îressed b>' the etiemy. ,\s regards file suspension pouch, 1
mnust state that it is the onlv useful anîmutnition receptacle connected
%vith the present equipnmcit, )fit then there is tbis fanîlt attac led to il:
thec stral) to which il is suspendedl is 100 thin wh'len the suspension pouch
hias forîy rounds in it. Th'lis slrap culs the 51i0111(er somnething crueli,
esl>ecially if you have to nmardi a few miles, whicb is vers' often the case
in the field. I slîould certaiîily lîke 10 vîness "'onîmvAîkîî<iii
inarching order witlî the present eîquipmecnt, witb 100 rounds of ammunllli'-
lion, skirmnishîng l)efore an cienmv, cs5pecîally wîntliere is a littlo Cextrat
tiouhiling to do. F"or instance, Nvhen the 'assettlvl" soutids afîer about
one hour's hard skiriiisliingý, and lie gels îthe order to reinforce skirmîisli-
ers. A fewv minutes after, lie would l>e more lfi for ait amuîllance wvagonl
îlîan reinforcing. Inin y opiniciî, tlierelor)ie, vîewing aIl the iotas froill a
iiitary point of viewv, 1 arn of opinion Iliat the B~ritish i itanlrv soldier is

too tighitlyplacke(, anîd lie lias far too îniuch weîght ho carry if in "mnardi
îng order " ( )fi tle otlier liand, if lie lîad soincteîhîng îoosc about hiiir,
so as lie coul(l act more freclv, with two good piches ho conhain 100
rounds of loose amiuniiiition. the folded coat on biis back, tii ess tintiin
tlîe waisl udlt in rear, the frog., waterbottle. and lîavresack ouit 10 '01(-(i-

IdeCte lus equip uîîent, whîch îwill f1lot)e 5<) heavvy. 1 ar certain lie '

l)e much more frece. 'l'lhe prescîît Co îuiîn11ent is certainly miore for sli 1w'
than for fighîîng. -- IF.S.Rci.

T'he ntinlcr or nmen killcd or wouindcdiinin-two>î rtion te)i(liec nuiit ,r of Ilot irolî'
ini action is given b>' the anîhor of flic''-Rille and hfi) W ti,- as If îllows: Atiiflic
laîîle or vitioria, one ini Soo. I uring the Catire % ar aiflic (Cipe of h çoI l opc ini
i85i, alout one in 3,200. \t Chcrnslîusco, turing file war lkîwvcin file United'
siates and NMexico, the United Siatics .ol<iers killed or woind o ne every 925 sos
whilst on thiesidle of flic \Ic\icaiis flic ]its wert oîity about one in 800.

Scventy orf ie ne%%,pittern Lted i rtifles have, by order orflice war offi1 c
authoritics, fîcen issued to ihe principal rifle clii n the Uted Kingdtî n for C\1peri.
miental purposes. Tite rifles wvilIlice placcîl in the hainds of lpractical shi us, wbo ihave
bcen rcqucsted t0 fuirnish recports.-U.S. G.
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