
1DOiMIIO-N M-AE DICAL M ()NTIEILY

weiglîit of the drcssingýs ani the Iimb is sufficient to give the neces-
sary~ extenlsion.

A mniialory.
1 have liad littie experience with the amnbulatory inethod in

the treatmnent, of fractures of the Iower lim.bs. rfheir use requires
very considerable expeýrience. Wbjle flie advantagc to the patient
of! heing able to 1w about ani ii thie open air is undoubtcd, the con-
trol of the patient, ani of lus apparalus, requircs mnore attention
tlîan is usually possible outside of bospital practice. My own prae-
lice is to get iaIl patients, exccpting those sufferirîg froin fracture
of the femaur, out o? bcd at the carlicst date, while the patient is
stili in flic fixation apparatus.

Bardenhcqier Melhod.
This mietbod, advoeated inany years ago by the grcat Gerinan.

surgeon, lias înany adv'antag-es, miore particularly for those wvho
havc ]îad an extcnsivc experience. The apparatus is only cornfort-
abule wlien propcrly fittcd and rcquires constant attention. Whien
one bias ?ainiliarizcd Iimiisclf willh thc (letails, the tre-atrncnt is an
excellent one, ami gives good results. I-lowcver, it shou]d not be
uscil hy a b1eginnier. Onec great advaîitagc of tbis mciliod is, that
the damiagcd liflhl is miore or lcss exposcd and the apparatus per-
mits of lateral as w~ell as rotatory traction, and Bardenheucr lays
great strfss upon flhc imiportance of taking advantage of Ibis.

A.s a hospital moan I shoifl like to point out a not uncornon
practtee whieli lias nctling to commnend if, that o? immcndiately
replacing tbe dîsplaced fragments of bone in cases of recent frac-
ture, and applying an elaborate fixation apparatus, such as plaster
of Paris dressin-g ii cýaseý,s whicli arc immcdiatcly to bc m)ovcd to a
distant place, and wliere tbe patient will corne under tlie care of
another practitioncr. Sucli cases seen as an emcrgency should be
put up in the siraplest forîn o? dressing, and the patient should be
told that the drcssing is of a tcînporary character. It is well ta
supp]y a letter addressed to the physician. who is cxpectcd bo take
subsequent care of the case, cxplaining what lias been donc.

Many instances have comne under my notice where an elaborate
dressing, such as I have describcd, has been applied, flic patient
departing at once .and coming under the care of another practi-
tiýoner. Often the second practitioner has not flic moral courage
to eut down flic plaster of Paris dressing; he therefore assumes
ail responsibility of flic case, and iýs certain fo corne into whatevcr
censure may occur, withýout really havîng had anything to do with
fthc actual replacement of the fragments and application of fixa-


