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In the l)reselit commîrunication I wishi to consider, first, oall-
stonies; secondly, cholecystitis; and thirdly, those affections of
the pancreas dependent upQii gall-stoiles.

The diseases of the biliary passages which. are directly or in-
directly dependent upon gail-stones, and -which are arnenà3Ae to
medical treatment, are few; but the diversity of their manifesta-
tion is great. The condition is a mnechanical one. In the very
beginning gail-stones probably owe their existence to the pre-
sence of a nmechanica1 irritant, usuially ini the gýall-bladd«er, though
possibly elsewhiere-generally in the formi of micro-organisnis.
In somne of mny cases the bacillus typhosus lias been found in the
very centre of a gali-stone, af ter an existence of many years. In
others the inifection of the gyall-bladder lias been owingo to the
colon bacillus; in others, to the plieumiococcus; in stili others, to
other fornis of micro-organisnis. Gali-stones, by their presence
in the gall-bladder, inake that viscus peculiarly susceptible to in-
fection, either through erosionis of the mucous membrane by
pressure, or in some other indirect and littie understood way.

*Rcad at meeting of MariiMedical Association, St. John, N.B., July
-2Jrd, 1903.


