.vicious plied their trades; yet thedrams,

' feared. A  survey of the whole field

‘'ter century, and that a downward move
ment has not begun However, inde

. sition to ita
. p&uaig}ev‘: to
- oliending mansgerto a sincere bumpin

“‘or.the soles of his feet t k ping,

.there would be an end’to difficulty.. Th
"manager’s. pocket, however
.‘of attack, and also;t

by theatrd, :
+From ‘tim
~‘have ba

‘While it was comp

gev. John ‘Talbot Smith ‘and Rev.
Thoman ‘P. -MeLaughlin Critleize
Modsrn Stage Productions The Part
the Church'Assumed in Denling With
the Impure Drams in the Past.

The prévalence of the impure drama
in New York has drawn forth a vigorous
protest from & nomber of true friends of
¢he stage. The New York Journal pub-
lishes letters from prominent clergvmen
and laymen whose voices are unanimous
for a reform of the present debauchery.
Rev. John TalboKSmith, the well-known
povelist, who haa just entered the ranks

of dramatists himself, writes :—Whoever
takes an interest in the stage as a factor
in our social development, or as one form
of popular amusements, cannot but feel
alarmed and grieved at the signs of de-
generacy which haveset in for the Broad-
way stage. It has long heen a matterof
keen regret that New York managers,
witha single exception, banished Shake
sp are and clasrical comedy from the me-
trupolis, depriving the lovers of the best
dramaiic literature of & high form of en-
tertainment, which the ccuntry at Jarge is
able to enjny. Such actors as Kee ne
James, Warde. Whiteside. Marlnwe and
Tiben find little faver in New York, but
receive enthuninstic and profitable atten-
tion in the provinces with their Shake-
gperian plays. That managers have littie
use for them in this city is misfortune
enourh ; that the same managers now
find it mere profitable

To EXPLOIT THE INDECENS THAN THI
WHOLFESOME

on such & stage as that of the Empire is
a calamity. Mr. Charl- s Frobman is an
old ullender in this respect. “The Con
qurrors” is not his tirat nttempt to popa
larize the indecent drama. Not many
years ago he brought cut on the stage
of the Academy a melodrama, *The
Sperting Duchess,” in which for the fir.t
time waa sc¢en on a reapectable stage n
precise. well understond and loathsome
attemipt to outrage a weman.

His offences have multiplied with the
years, and in * The Conquernrs ”’ he haa
attained that point of indecency which
drives from his theatre the voung. the
modest and the respectable. Hoyt's,
the Herald Square and the Casino have
surrendered themselves bodily to the
work of debaucbing the tastes and the
cunaciences of- the theatre goers. Mer.
Oscar Hammerstein attained notoriety
in his enterprise at the Olympia for at-
tempting to do for the music hall what
his brother managers have done f r the
legitimate stage. Financially he failed
Nevertheless he did much to premte
the success of the nasty in vaudeville.

THE GENERAL IMPRESSION

is that the stage is degenerating and
that these are the signs. Certainly
within ten years the staze has changed
very much for the worsein certain direc-
tions ; but I am ineclined to think from
long and close observation of the Ameri-
can theatre that its gen:ral constitution
is still sound, and the present in ica
tions of debility may yet disappear. [t
is the custom in speaking of the stage to
confound three things—the drama. the
players and the tpeatres. These three
{actors make up what is called the stage
In discussing the fortunes of the stage it
is well to keep in mind these factors to
avoid confusiou of thought and expres-
sion. Nnow, it is & matter of fact that w»
can have a clean drama morally and
very unclean actors ant theatres at the
same time. Twenty five years ago the
actor was a social nondescript, and the
theatre very often a place in which the

though of & rough kind, was very clean.
To-day the actor holds & respectable and

DISTINGUISHED PLACE IN SOCIETY,

and the theatres are as safe as any
public institution, while in many ways
drama bas lost its original cleanlinéss.
It is veryv far from having lost it alt -
gether, Mr, Charles Froliman himaelfhas
done very good work in promoting some
forms cf the drama, which have delight
-ed tbe hearts of all who are interested in
the moral strength of the stage His
success of last year, **Under the Red
Robe,” and his present success, “‘'I'be
Little Minister,” are instances to the
point.

While we have managers like Mr. Daly,
Mr, Palmer, Mr, Dan Frohman and Mr.
Pitou, and stars of the temper of Mans-
field, Warde and others, not to mention
the host of clever minor actors whose
plays and companies are irreproackable, .
there is no need tosay that the stage
haa begun to degenerate. While vaude-
ville is managed by such men as Keith
there will be .

A BULWARK AGAINST CORRUPTION

on thatside ; and while such successes
in light opera can be achieved as those |
made by the Bostonians, the Castle
Square ComFany and Francis Wilson, the
purveyors ¢f the indecent need not be

‘leads me to believe that the stage keeps
the upward movement of the past quar-

cency ismaking a strong eff rt to obtain
‘a financial foothold, and “The Conquer
ors” is the entering wedge. The ques-
tion is, in what manner shall the inter-
ested proceed to ‘orm 'a success{ul oppo-
further progress. If it were
-subject -the-head of each
to.

hie bamboo rod,
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ablig” inatitnd |
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orm... Yher I
et of o city-bas;fallen into cvil ways!
the reformers ledve -theic. firesides, fall
apon the wayward. officials, drive them’

' {.into jail and the general:outer .durkness
1and administer the government them

'

The evilinfluence of bad literature and:

depraved journalism.Las .been. met:by:
the Christian leaders with Christian |

literature and clean journalism, the
clergy themselves taking the editorial
chair and w.elding the pen of-poet,
novelist, dramatist. Such public nuis:
ances as the saloon have been: opposed-
by the parish clubs. But the stage in’
its decadence ia caat off by all and aliow-
€d to do what damage it may.

St. Gregory's Plan.

Who can account for such inconaist-
encies? When St. Gregory of Nazianzen
found the stage of the fourth century
worthless and vile, he not only denounc-
ed it from his pulpit, but be proceeded
to ccmpose dramas of & religious and
moral characthr that would edify, 1n-
stiuct and please the people, where the
ordinary drama degraded them. 8o
popular did there dramas become that
the writers of the East went into them
extensively, and the clergy acted them
before the people, at least such of them
as related to the life of Christ and the
deeds of the saints. In fact, the acting
of them became the sole privilege of the
priests, and laymen would as soon have
thought of saying Msss as playing one
of their characters. It wasthe presenta-
tion of thes€ plays at the council of
Consatance, between the sessions; that

brougbt them to the notice of the Eng-

lish bishops, who imported them to
Epgland : and thus began the mir-
acle play, which gave birth to the
English drama. St Gregory found,
ags every leader has cund in
ench age sinse, that the people desire
the drama as an entertainmeunt, sud will
attend the theatre in spite of all prohibi-
tion. Therefire he attempte! to give
them a clean stage. heing too shrewd and
resourceful 1 man to adopt the stand-ofl
poliny of modern times.

There 14 no need to describe the popn-
larity of he drima as a socinl amuse-
ment. It Is as firmly rooted in the
Learts of the people as the nuvel. Mark
the puenomenal :

PROGRESS OF THE AMATEUR STAGE,

Although it is the outcorue of the na-
tional life, and carries the marks of the
natiouul character, the stage can be
made 4 tre -endous lorce for good
directly. Indirectly it always portrays
the trinmph of virtue and the defeat of
vice. It 1a & school iz which millions
get an education of & kind. What a
splendid view of the court of Nero and
the persecution of the early Christians
was provided in "“The Sign of the Croas !”
How near to us does Mr. Daly bring
ancient England in his presentation of
“The Merry Wives of Windeor!” What
euperb glimpses into the past history of
men and into their present nature does
such an actor as Manstield give his an-
dience in his round of plays! What ser-
mon could speak more powerfully of a
wretched death than bis portrayal of the
Baron de Chevrial? And apartfrom the
educational value of the clran and pur-
poseful drama, what pleasant, stimulat-
ing, healthful recreation does not the
well-or.jered stage provide? The mem-
ories of r fine play, tinely acted, are life-
long. With the muititude, whese lives
are purely bjuctive. this fuct is aignifi-
cunt. Theretore, leaders of the people,
both religious and civil, cannot atford to
neglect . .

THE STAGE IN ITS DECADENCE,

or to refuse it help in trying times, or to
deny it their countenance in its pros-
perity. Because they did these things
in earlier days the stage became an out-
law and attacked all travellers on the
highway—religion, morality, public de-
ceney and public order.  We may need
another St Gregory to prevent a repeti-
sion of that blunder, The present situa-
tion demands a power which rests in no
man and in no organization. There is
no censor to crll Charles Frohman to ac-
count and to fling “The Conquerors”
back into the mud out of which Paul
Potter fished it. There are no statutes
which would open the penitentiary to
anthors, mansgers and aciors of the
modern extravaganza. The powerful
journal and the honest critic are
the only weapons which can stand for
decency against the sttacks of obscenity
on the stage. [ have heard the clergy
denounce particular journals, authors
and bouks from the pulpit, but they draw
the line at the bad play. I have heard
them denounce the saloon in general,
and a particular saloon and its owner,
but they are not sup;osed to know a
dangerous play, an unscrupulous man-
ager or & disreputable theatre. The
journal and the critic must make the
protest against indecency on the stage.
It must be said that in this case they
have done their duty well, It would
have raised Charles Frohman very high
in the general esteem had he headed the
protest against * The Conquerors” and
withdrawn it at once. He must be classed
with the managers who are doing their
best to defile the Broadway theatrea.
Fortunately that importaut highway, as,
far as the stage is concerned, does not'
mean the country, not even indicate
the general state of morality on the
stage. - )
' Mev. Thomas P. McLaughlin,

rector of the Church of the Transfigura-
tion, New ' York, the “poet priest,”
writes: DR :

If the play.called *“ The Conquerors”
is as shockingly indecent as some of my
friends-have painted. it, then, indeed, in-
decency on the: 'stage has-reached its
climax. - It is deplorable that the tend-
ency of some managers, seems to be to
give entertainments which' attract only
the vicious and immoral,:-. '~

.No.one can deny that the stage has de-
teriorated during the;past lew years. It
is hard 1o account for this degeneracy
-unless the moral corscience: of the peo-

-ple has also dégenerited,, Ii:cordially
‘| welcome 'any - -movement.. whick

ve . .mover which* wiil
make the sjage’ purer-and better. - I-re-
ognize, and every miniater.of the gospel

ognizes, what .an effective moulder of
inde of the masses thestags is.

patronized it -When it'fellinto disqrder: | force.and:efficiency as the
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the boar you ‘will find with’
exceptions” that’ thy
and -that’ they demoralize rather than
elevate the niorallife‘'of the community.
Injearly times’ the church was the sup-
porter of the dramu, and it was then re-
sognized: aa & powerlul educatar. Does
.the" chiarch 'to-day suppost the theatre?

‘witness examples of harm wrought
' - BY THE TRASHY PRODUCTIONS

which are given ut many of the so-called
reputable houses. ‘They vitiate the
moral senese ot the young; they inapire
lessons of sensuality, and young men
and yourng women learn from them to
scofl at some of the purest sentimenta

this state of affairs. A good, healthy
play is a delight and a comfort to see,
and it should afford healtby recreation,
and not leave bad impressions. No play
which shocks the modesty or tends to
arouse the baser passions should be
tolerated. I heartily favor any outery
againat such monstrous productions as
are given at some of the theatres in this
city. The moralsense of the community
should be so thoroughly aroused that
their withdrawal woutd be an immediate
necessity.
Frederic R. Coudert,

the distinguished lawyer, writes :—I
earnestly believe that some effort should
be made to stup the production of inde
cent and immoral. plays. I have oot
been tothe theatre lately, but from what
I hear some of the plays now running
are worse than thcse given at the Theatre
Royale in Paris. [ have seen some of
them there, and if those here are worse
we have indeed reacbed a limit to our
endurance. It is bard to suggest a way
to remedy this evil. A censorship would
nieet with legal objections. It could be
construed as an abridgement of the lib
eriies of the people. It seems to me
that the Society for the Prevention of
Vice mught bave jurisdiction in snch
matters. The ofticers of that organization
might give thesubjecttheir attentionand
sec if they have not the legal right to in-
terfere with the prcdnetion of immoral
ar indecent playa  Th n, too. it aeems
to nie that the police have a right to in-
ierfere.  And we should gee that they do
their duty in thie counectiona Surely,
these forccs should be strong envngh to
restrain the presentation ot plays that
debauch the morality of the young. I
do not believe in giving ton much pub-
licity to these nauerous plays, For a
time they will theive on pnoblicity
Compel the police to do their duty, and
then let the people keep nway from the
the places where the obscenc prevails
and we will soon drive out the vicious
in the theatrical business. Aonvihing
which debauches the moral sentiment of
the people is n grievous wrong. and
should not be tolerated. The toleration
of indecency on the stage is a police
regulation, I think, and- their attention
shiould be promptly called to the offend
ers, Ifthe police fail to do their duty,
then the people muat themselves furce
the police to action.
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At a meeting of the New Inglaud
Sabbath Protective League, heid in Bos
ton last week, one of the preachers pres
ent gave utterance to the lalsehood that
“the Catholic Church is not in sym-
pathy with the observance of the Sab-
bath.” Catholics are all taaght to
‘- keep holy the Sabbath Day;” but they
believe with the Divine Founder of theiwr
Church that the Sabbath was made for
man, not man {or the Sabbath,

» * *

A bill that should become law hus
been introduced into the New York
State Legislature by Senator Ellsworth.
It provides that any person who, as prin-
cipal or agent, conducts or ergages in
the business of editing, publishing,
printing, selling, distributing, or circu-
inting any licentious, indecent, corcupt,
depraved, or lib-lous paper, or a paper
which corrupts, depraves, or injures the
minds cr morals of the public, or of its
readers, or of the people among whom it
circulates, is guilty of a misdemeanor,
and upon conviction of any such oflense
shall be punished by a fine ¢f not more
than $1 000, or by imprisonment for not
more than one year, or by both such tine
and imprison nent for the first offerse.
Upon conviction of any subsecuent of
tenge such person shall be punished by
imprisonment ot not less than one vear
or more than five years, and in addition
thereto the defendant and his sgents and
employds shall be probibited from there
after publishing, printing, selling, or dis
tributing such paper or any paper of the
same name. If the defendant is a
domestic corporation its .charter shall
be forfeited, and if a foreign corporation
it shall be prohibited from further doing
business in this State.

A similar bill ought to be introduced
into the Quebec Legislature, where it
would stand & good chance of passing..

* *
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The general scope of the amendments
tc the jury laws to be offered in the
present session of the New York Legis-
lature has been agreed on by the legis-
lative committee of the Citizen Jurors’
Committee, although the formal draft
has not yet been made. The funda-
mental purpose of the proposed amend-
ments is t0 bave every citizen competent
for jury duty do six days of such duty
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once every three yeara, whether by at-
tendance or nctunl jury work., To pro
mote this parpose it is proposed t)
abolish the property qualitication of #250,
to reduce the namber of jurors in 8 me
of the inferior courts from twelve to six.
and to reduce nanela from 100 to Hy It
is stated that the lawyers are cordially
in sympathy with the snegested amend
ments. The draft of the amendments
when prepared by the committee will
be submittcd to the Assueintion of the
Bar, which has oflicially « dercd its i
in the work. The memboers of the comn

mittee are anxions to consnly the wistie <

of the lnwyers and judges.

* * +x

The overtures far peace and unity
which have been passing hovween Mr
John Dillon and Mr. Joln E. Redmond
are producing pood froit. The night
before the recent elections in the Sue
phen’s Green Division of Dubling John
Dillon appearea on the sume platf rm
with the Parncllite candidte sad made
a strong appeal to all his supporters tn
sink their diderences ina p aratie eflory
to wrest the geat from the aloniste,

Thia wae the firet time sinee the split
that any member of the Iriah party ha
sp ken for a Parnellite caomdidote, aned it
may prove the first real sten toward nl-
timate reunion ot the Irish Nationalists
and the Parnellites,

TIhe Dillonites worked manfully
unison throughout the contest,

Count Plunkett intends 1o petition
against the validity of the return of nis
opponent on the grounds of lrand and
torgery of voters’ claims,
*

in

* *

There are few Irishmen who nave not
read of the tradition that 8t. Brend-un,
the famous Irish nav gator of the sixth
century, discovered Ameri &. Crmment
ing upon s circular issued by w clergy:
man for funds to restore the Cathedral of
Clonfert, where the gaint’s body reposes,
a writer in & New York journal, who had
never heard of the tale before, thus com-
ments on it, under a large sensational
heading :—"Columbus must take a buck
seat. John Cabot's fame is dimmed
Even the roving Norsemen, who are sup-
posed to have left traces of their early
visit to the Western continent jn the
shape of round towers and such like, must
surrender their glory.”

“Why 80 ?” you inquire in surprise,

Ask the Rav. Robert McLarney, B A.,
Canon of Cloufert Protestant Lpircopal
Cathedral, Banagber, “Ireland, You've
heard of Banagher. perhaps, in con ec
tion with the familiar Irishsaving, ‘That
bates Banagher, and Banagher bates the
divill’

“That’s what yow'll say when you
learn that Canon McLarpey,in a circalar
which he is scattering over the tace of
the earth, calling attention to the resto-

ration fund for the rrnovalien of his

church, announces in all seriousness that
the honor of discovering America, in
stead of being credited to Italy, Spain,
the British or the Norsemen, should
rightfully belong to St. Brendan, the
founder of the very church in which the
good Canon holds forth every Sunday,
and an adventurous ‘son of the Fmerald
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Soccty Hleetings.

Young Men's Nocietien.
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BWoaneh 10 meets at St Patnek's Halt, 92 St
AlexinderStrect, onevery Mon ay of eaeh v onth,
Phe rocular meetings for the transachion of busi-
pess e held on thoe 2od and 1th Mondays of the
menth. at X ew,

Applicanta for membership or any one devirons

of information repardine the thanel uay com-
wnnieate with the followine oflicery :

MARTIN KAGAN, Vresident, 597 Cadicux St.
AL FRELEY, treavarer, T8 Sherbrooke St
GO GADBOIS, Fain, See (O 8L Bawrence St.
JAS D COSTLG AN, Secretary 2 S Urbain S8t

C. M. B AL of Quehiee.

GRANT COUNCIL OF QUEBEC

Athleted with the G MB.A ol the United Staten
Muemnbersliy £r000

Aceamulating Rerevve of o g, 000 60y,

Procent Reserve NEIRITS
Vranch Noo Umects every Sl and fth Monday
of each menth For turther pavlionbaes addeesg
JOUN LAPPIN, Presdent, IS Bronswick sireet
P RAw IO Recanding Seeictary, W Shaw gt

Catholic Benevolent Legion,

Mmraek Conneil, No. 320, B,

Mectair St Ann's Yonny Men's Haidl, 157 Ostawn

~freet o

the second and oot h 'Paesday of ench
moenth, o Ae e MOOSHEN, Prosident 0 '8, W
LESAGE, Sectetary, 407 B v Strect.

Cathiodie Order ol Yovesters,

St Gabriel's Courl, 165

1
Oui
Mectwoevery alternate Monday, comirencing Jan.
Sloin S Uabtiels WHall, eor, Cenbie and Lapenirio
slreets,
M. V. MeGoLDRICK, Chief nnger

M.J HEALLY., Ree -Seety, 48 Laprairio St
\,

5, Lawence Court, 263, 5.0.F,

Meaots i the Hogineers” Hall, 6628 Craiae slreet, on
the s et and tourth Puesday of cach month, at
Sem MOMLL Yhanagan, Chiet Ranger; Thos.
Woodagaire, Reeording Seevetary, 116 8t Andro
street, to whom all communientions should bo ade
dressed,

St Palrick’s Lourt No, 95,0.0.F

Moeets in €t Ann’s Jall, 157 Ottuwa streot, overy
firet. and third Monday, ot 8 .M. Chief Ranger,
JAasks o Fosurr. Recording Scereiary, Anex.
Parrrnaon 66 Llear ovstreet.
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Total Abstinence Societiesn.

NT. PATRICICON T, A. & B SOCIETY.
Established INgl.

The hall iz open to the members and their friends
overy Tuo=day evening. 'I'ie society moets for
religious i- struetion in St. Patrick’s Church, the
secontd Sunday of enchmonth at4-30 ».yM. Theregu-
tur nonthly mecting 18 held on the second Tuesday
of each month, at 8 P ¥ , in their hell, 92 St.
Alexanager st. REV. J. A. McCALLEN, 8.8,
Tev, President : JOUN WATSH, 1st Vico-Presi.
dent; W.P DOYLE, Secretary. 254 St. Martine
street. Delegates to St Patrick’s Leaguo: Messra.
John Walsh.J H Feeley and William Rawley.

St Ann's T. A, & B. Society, "

EsTABLISHED 1863,

Rev. Director, REV, FATHER FLYNN ; Presi- ",
dent. JOHN K [LLFEATH ER : Secretary, THOS. '
ROGERS, 85} 5t. Alexander +treet, Mecets on the
second Sunday of every month, in St. Ann’s Hall,
corner Young ond Otinwa stroets, at 3:30. p M.
Delegatos to_ 8t. Patrick’s Leagua: Messrs. J.
Killfeather, T. Rogorsand J. Bhavahan,” -~ =~
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SOCIETY REGALL

" Daoners, Badges, Saddleclotlis, of @y gveot
dosign. made_to order,. Samples .and ‘estimats
furnished  Work gtnd'.' material : guarants 6
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