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The prëvalenc0e of the impure drama

.n New York has drawn forth a vigorous
protest from a number of true friends of
*.he stage. The New York Journal pub-
lishes letters from prominent clergymen
and lay men whose voices are unanimous
for a reform of the present debauchery.
Rev. John TalboSmith, the well-known
novelist, who has just entered the rankse
of dranatist himself, writes:-Whoever
takes an interest in the stage as a factor
in Our social development, or as one form
of popular amusements, cannot but feel
alarmed and grieved at the signs of de-
generacy which have set in for the Broad-
way stage. It has long been a matter of
keen regret that New York managers,
with a single exception, banished Shiake
p -areand clas'ical comedy from the me-

trfpolis depriving the lovera of the best
driatsio igterature of a higbform cfren-
tertaiti ent, whic ithe t iuntry att arge ia
able te enjoy. Stich autoa as Ket-ne
.rames, Warde. 1Viiteamide. Mltrirwe antd
Rbea tlid little favcr in New York, but
recei v eeuntbi ig stic and proitn bie atten-
tion in the provinces with thpir Shake-
sperinai plavs. That ma'nagera have litle
se fer temn in tihis city is inisfortune
enoLiu;li that the same msan-igers now
lind it nire proa
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on suc1h a stage as that of blhr Emtpire is
a calamity. Mr. Charl, s Frohmin is an
ult ,lfetnder iii this respect. "The Con
ni rors " is not his first attemupt tO poptI

lerize the indecent driamat. Not many
-'fu'.a ago lie brout lit onciie îe sft e
of the Academy a nitiodrarna
Spr ing es' w cii for the lr't
tine 'fa5 sei on a respectable stage al
preci5s. well unttdr-rstould and loatlsorne
attvpt te outrage a w .wma i.

His offences have multiplied with thc
years, and in î" '[heo Cuqerirs'l lie buîs
attaiued that pointC eoindecency 'hei
drivcs from his theatre the voung. Lite
inodest and the respectable. HoytLs,
the Heraid Square and the Csino have
surrendered themmelves bodily to the
work of debaucbing the tastes and the
consciences of- the theatre goers. Mr.
Oscar lammerstein attained notoriety
in bis enterprise at the Oymipia for stt-
tempting te do for the munic hall wat
hie brother managers bave doue fi r the
legitirnate stage. Fin -ncially hp fatled
31evertheless ho did much te prom )Le
the success of the nasty in vaudeville.

THE GENERAL IMPRESSION
is that the stage is degenerating and
that these are the signs. Certaiily
within ten years the stag!e bas changed
very much for the worsein certain direc-
tions ; but I an inclined te think from
long and close observation of the Ameri.
can theatre that its gen, ral constitution
in still sound, and the present in ica
tions of debility may ye disappear. It
is the custom in apPaking of the stage to
confound three things-the drama. the
payersm and the tteairea'b. Thee three
factors make up wbat la called the stage
In discussing the fortunes of the stage it
is well to keep in mind these factors to
avoid confusion of thought and expres.
sion. Now, itl is a matter of fact that w-,
can have a clean drama morally and
very unclean actors an-d theatres at the
same time. Twienty five years ago the
actor was a social ntondescript, and the
theatre very often a place in which the
vicious plied their trades ; yet the drun>,
though of a rough kind, was very clean.
To.day tbe actor iolds a respectable anti

DISTINGUISHED PLACE IN SOcIETY.

and the theatres are as safe as any
public institution, while in many ways
drania bas lost its original cleanlin&is.
It iL verv far from having lost it alt -
gether. Mr. Charles Froiman hiinself h-s
done very good work in promoting some
forms of the dramn, whieh have deligbt
-ed the hearts oi aIl who are interested in
the moral strength of the stage His
success of last year, "Under the Red
.Robe," and his present success, "Ibe
Little Minister," are instances to the
point.

While we have managers like Mr. Daly,
Mr. Palmer, Mr. Dan Frohman and Mr.
Piton, ad stars cf the temper of Mats-
lield, Warde and others, nlot te mention
the host cf clever miner actera whose
plays and comDanies are irreproachable,
there is ne need to say that the stage
has begun to degenerate. While vaude-
ville is managed by such men as KCeith
there will beho.

A BULWARK~ AGAINST CoRRUtPTION .
on that side ; and while sucb successe's
in light opera can ho achieved as those
made by the Bostonians, the Castle
liquareCOompany and Fra.ncis Wilson, the
purvers of the indecent need net beo
feared. A murvey of. the wbole field
leada me te believe that the stage keepsa
the upward movement of the past quar-
1er century, and that a downward move
ment bas net .begun However, inde.
cenuy is-making a atrong eff rt te obtain
a financial foothold,,and "The Conquer
ors" is the entering wedge. The ques-
tion ia, in what manner shall the inter-
ested proceed te eorm:a succesfu no ppo-
sitien te its further progrees. -If it were

-possible te -subject thbe:head o f each
offending manager te a aincere bumping
or the soles ol.his feet to the bamrboo rod,
there would be anendd y
manager' pok;, howev, s the point
of àttack, Ud"adsleätheespeëLýbility -f:
bi tlieatrd He'&caù -eaoh thein?;

ioni tinieummýhe irtuos -

-have had Cmumus wyo --îve'

Sol IR T
Whl twaa com pra4lvèly clean fbey

selvea.
The evil influence o bad literature and

depraved journahistri bas' been met> by -
the Christiau leaders with Christian
literature and clean journalism -the
clergy themselvea taking the editorial
chair and wielding the pen ofpoet,
novelist, dramatist. Such publiC nuis
ances as the saloon have been opposed-
by the pariah clubs. But thie stiage in
its decadence is cast off by al and allow-
ed to do what damage it may.

Nt. Gregory aPlan.

Who can account for suchinconsist-
encies? When St. Gregory et Naiziaa zen
found the stage of the fourth century
worthless and vile, he not only denounc-
ed it fron his pulpit, but he proceeded
to compose drainas of s; reigions and
moral characthr that would edify, in-
st uct and vlease the people, where the
ordinary drama degraded them. So
popular did ther e dramas become that
the writers of the East went into them
ext ensively, and the clergy acted them
before the people, at least stc nf them
.as related to the lite of Christ and the
deeds of the saints. In fact,.the acting
of then became the sole privilege of the
priestsï, and laymen would as soon have
thought of saying Mas as playing one
of their characters. It wa the presenta-
tion o tiese plsys at the council of
Constance, between the sessiond, that
brougbt then to the notice of the Eng-
lis bimbops, wbo inipirted tent te
England :andtI inta legan theisejir-
acte play, which gave birth to the
English dramîa. St Gregory fourd,
as every leàder lias otnt i lu
each aze siiae, that the plope nksire
the dirania as an entertiinment, a nd will
attcnd the theatre in spite of ail prohibi-
ion. T ferufu!re lit- ,attempte'! te zive

ther it ci-an tsige. lu-txi too sbrewd and
resnurceful a man to t adopt the stand-oil
poli<y of modt-rn tines.
Tiere iii no nseed to dtscribe the ppn-

larity of hI dr mia as a social amuse-
ment. It is as firmly rooted in tise
iearts of the-people as the novel. Mîark
tlut ibetsmenal ist

PIuoiRESs OF TUE AmtTEU, sTAu.

Although it is the ioutcorie of the na-
tLcial lie. and carries thie niarks of the
natioILs chatratcter, the stage cai bue
made s tre -ersnous lerce for good
directly. Indirectly it alwa.5s portrays
tie triuimph of virtue _and the defeat 'of
vice. It iL a school ii: which millions
get au edttcation oft a kind. What a
splendid view of the court of Nero and
the persecution of the early Christians
was provided in "The Sign of the Cross !"
How near to us does) Mr. Daly hring
ancient England in his pre sentation of
.The Me-rry Wives of W%'indaor!" What
euper b glimpses into the past history of
men and iuto their pre-sent nature does
sich an actor as Mansti'eld give his au-
dience in his round of plays ! Whattser-
mon could speak more powerfumlly of a
wretched death than bis portrayal of the
Baron de Chevrial ? And spart (rom th e
edùcational value of the e-an and pur-
poseful draina, what pleasait, stimulat-
ing, beathful recreation does not the
well-oriered stage provide. The menm-
pries of a fine play, tinely acted, are life-
long. With the multitude, whcse hlves
are purely lbjictive. this fact is signifi-
cant. Threfore, leaders of the people,
both religiotus and civil, cannot afford to
neglect .

THE STAGE iN ITS DECADENCE,
oy to refuse it help in trying times, or to
deny it thir countenance iu its pros-
perity. 3ecause they did thse things
in earlier datys the stage became an Out-
law and attacked ail travellers on the
higbway-religion, morality, publie cie-
cency and public order. We nay need
another St Gregory to prevent a repeti-
tien cf Lhiat blîuder, Tiie present situa-
i<în demnids a powver which re8ts lune

mian and in no organiztion. There is
tao cenor to csll Charles Frohmtan L o-
cotîit andtI t fling "uThle Ctiitîuerors"
back into the mud out of which Paul
Potter fishd iL. Tihere are no attutes
which would open the penitentiary to
autLhors, managers and actors of the
modern extrasganza. The powerful
j urnaîsl and thse bonesb critic are
the only weapons which can stand for
decency agaiist the attacks of ohscenity
on the stage. I iave hesar.t the clergy
denoiunce particular journals, authors
and books froin the pulpit, but they draw
the line at the bad play. I bave beard
them deioùncn the saloon in genieral,
and a particular saloon and its owner,
but they are not supi osed to know a
dangerous play, an unscrupulous man-
ager or a disreputtable theatre. The
journal and tie critic must make the
protest against indecency on the stage.
IT must be aid tiat in this case they
have doue their duty w.ell. IL would
bave raised Chiarles Frohman very highs
lu the general esteems had ho headed tise
protest against " The Conquerors" and
wsithdrawn iL at once. Ho must ho classed
with the managers who are doing their
best Le defila Lise Broadway theatres'.
Fortunately that important highway, as:
far as the stage La concerned, does not
rnean the couutry, not even indicate
the general state of morality on tise
stage.

11ev. Thoma P. necLaughlin,

rector cf the Church of the Transfßgura.
ien New* York, the poeL piet,"

write. r, e p pis,

If thse phay called . The Conquerors"
I-as shockingly indecent as seome of my

friends have painted iL, then, lndeed, in-
decency on_ the stage -has reached its
climax. IL Ls deplorable thaL thse tend-
ency et seo ma~nageras seems toLe ho 
give entertainments .hioh: attract only
the vicions sud immoral.. -

No.eue cau deny that the.htage bas de-
Leriorated during the past few years. It
is hard to account for thiisdegeneracy
unless tihe moral corscienceof tse peo-
ple has also degener'îted. -lîucordially
welcome any -1movement. bio will
imake sthe stiage purer.and bette.. Ire-
cogIze, and every mimater of the gospel

ecognes, .hàn: efféctiTO motnider of
it '-niinda of themassest,he stage i. It

,y Ïèé he'lier fer gdodr ô for eviL,
ri mcfoce-aideBoeo asthe

Bäata lu' th"days it i
*udas rb~6~l~aths'rr.than anu

'Ude ake 

th'é' boliids' u.you 'will find witlideyr
éxceptonu that their tendency isbad
and1 thàt Lhè dEmoioalize- ratherthan
elevate LhÏinfoial'life'of the community.
Idealystimoes the church was the sup-
pI rrof ,ht drama and it waa then re-
ogmsed Sa , powtrful educator. Does

the- ehù "t eoa issu port the beatre?
N~o. ' The reseon in viens. Daily we
*itnesa examples of barm wrought

BY THE TRUAHY PRODUCTiONs
which are given ut many of the s.called
reputable houses. Tbey vitiate the
moral enue ot the young; they inspire
lessons of sensuality, and young men
and young women learn from them to
bcoff at some of the purent sentiments
taught at the mother's knee. I deplore'
this state of affairs. A good, healthy
play is a delight and a comfort to see,
and it should afford healthy recreation,
and not leave bad impressions. No play
whic shoa bthe modesty or tends to
arouse the baser passions should be
tolerated. I heartily favor any outcry
against such monstrous productions as
are given at some of the theatres in this
city. The moral sens of the communmty
should be no thoroughly aroused that
their withdrawal would beau immediate
necessity.

Frederie R. Coudert,
the ditinguished lawyer, writes :-I
earnestly believe that some effort should
be made to strp the production of inde-
cent and immoral plays. I have not
been to the theatre lately, but from what
I hear some of the plays now running
are worse than thcse given at the Theatre
Royale in Paris. I have seen some of
them there, and if those here are worse
we have indeed zeacbed a liniit to our
endurance.I L is bard to suk'gest a way
tu rtmedy thi tvit. A ceiisorship wuld
ieet with Itngîl objections. t coutl ho
conistrued as an ahridgement of the lib)

t-iE cf the people. Lt seems to me
tliat t're Society lot the Prevention oc
Vice nght have jurisiiction in sneh
m>attcrs. The oflicerso(f that org.nization
might give tue subtject their attention and
see if they have nut the legal ri nt to in-
terfere witt the prcdîuctiont of imiiral
''r indecent plays ,'hr n, too. it -- i1s
to nie that the police have a right to in.
teriere. And we should see thit thî'y do
their doty in this coînectiongarely,
these forc s sthotld be stronig enrtngh to
reetrain the pr-sititatitiion ofil:tv tt
1Ieis ichi the norality or the • 13t.
do not believe in giving too muchli pub-
licity to these nausous pltys. For a.
time they will thrive on plnblicity
Conpel the police to do their duty, and
then let the people keep away froni t he
the places where the obscene prevailms
and we will soon drive out, the vicious
in the theatrical tusiness. Anythinu
wthich debauches the moral sentiment ou
the people is a grievots wrong. anti
shouild not be tolerated. The toieration
of indecency on the stage in a po!ice
regulation, I tbink, and. their attention
should be promptly called to the offl-d.
ers, If the police fait to do their dutLy,
then the people must themselves force
the police to action.

y Noie aud ammii
At a meeting of the New Englaud

Sabbath Protective League. held in Bos
ton last week, one of the preachers prt s
ent gave utterance to the falaehood that
"the Catholic Church is not in syni-
pathy with the observance of the Sah-
bath." Catholies are ail taugbt to
- keep holy the Sabbath Day ;" but they
believe with the Divine Fuunder of their
Church that the Sabbath was made for
man, iot man for the Sabbath.

-* * *

A bill that should become law has
heen introduced into the New York
State lAgislature by Seniator Ellsworth.
I, provides that any per.son who, as prin.
cipal or agent, conducts or engages in
the business of editing, publishing,
printing, selling, distributing, or cireti-
latting any licenious, indecent, corru>t,
deprâved, or lib--tous paper, or a paper
which corrupts, depraves, or injures the
minds or morals of the public, or of its
read1ers, or of the people among whon it
circulates, is guilty of a misdemenanor,
Mitd upon conviction of any such offense
shal be nunisbed by a fine of iot nire
than $1000, or by imprisonment for not
mnore than eue year, or by both fuch une
and imprison rnent for the first off'er'e.
Upon conviction of any subsequent f!
tense. such person shall be punished by

ormore than five year eantd in additon
thereto the defendant an<Lhis agents and
employ ds shall be prohibited from there
after publishng, printing, elling,0or lise

same name. If the defendant is a -
domîestic corporation its .charter shahl
he forfeited, and if a foreign corporation
it shall be prohibited from further doing
business in this State.

A similar bill ouglit te. ho introduced
into the Quebec Legislature, where il
would stand a good chance cf passing..

* *

The general scope of the anmendments
te the jury laws te be offered in the
preseit session cf tbe New York Legis-
latuire has been agreed on by the legis-
lative committee cf the Citizen Jurera'
Commnittee, althoughi the fermal draft
has net yet been made. The funda-
mental purpose et the proposed amend-
ments is te have every citizen competent
for jury duty do six days of auel duty
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once every three years. wIetiht r by at-1t
tendance or tietiiîtl jury work. Tg> pre -
mote this purpose it i îtr -poseil t i i
abolish the property qualitication of $i50
Le ruduce tise rtimbeofr ! itrurs ins r
cf the itîferior coturlisafruînîi fwelv4ý fo six.
and to reduce nanuel fro 100 tLo 50 It
iw stated that thse ltwvers sa reucordially
in sympatby with the ai-'geted tmei l
ments. h'lie rInft of l amndmtnti
when prepared hy the co imittee wilil
lie submittil to the Associitco of tii
iar. which has of!!eîiallt lderid<i L>d I ii -

in the work. The members iof th fli
mittee ire a:ixiott b consult tihi' wi -
of the lawyers atid jitges.

* * +

'l'lhe overtures for peace a niitiy
wbich lia 'f0 liti 1[ttsi tig Ii Niret s

Jh Dillna d fr. ollE
are protiicin.r good nIrtîL. 'Th" itIl!
lefore the recent telecti u iii iin
pheni's Greeil in of lliii i. hui
Dillon appeireht on ihe tunit phîtt rm: i
with the Parnireltite candidti ,t :i imsu I -
al atrong appeal t- )al!if s sp t ri -n ermt fi

sink their dii i-rene;irsin a Ipi. uc ( 1·ort
Io wrest tie seat. front I i nntt.

This wt ithe firpt ntim aino,'î
t thse p i !

titat any memru"- of the Iri ti partyi he
sp sken for ai lPrel-lite candidawtu , andi ilt
ntay prove the firt real t'n towaiil l-
timate retinioti of tue trish îticnua
and the Pirnellit-s.

'hae 1Dilloniî u worke'di nuly in
inison thromghout ti i n t .t i.

Counrit 1nilîtkutt iniltesl o Ipetit- n
a Ïgaittt the validitv of th,-i'' rtni: rd of is
opponent ot the rotundîd ofi Iratid and
f-rgery of voters' clairnt.

* * *

There are few Irishmetn who hatve iot
read of the tradition that St. Brend.n,
the famous Irish nav gator of the sixti
century, discovered Anieri a. C iment
ing upon a circular issued by îm clergy.
man for fuinds to restore the Cathedral of
Clonfert, where th- saisît's body repas-es.
a writer in a New Yurk joutirnal, who Ihad
never heard of the tale before, thus con-
ments on it, under a large sensationil
beading :-"'Columbus must take a back
seat. John Cabot's fame is dimnnd
Even the roving Norsemen, who are sup-
posed to have left traces of their early
visit to the Western continent in ihe
shape of round towers and such like, must
aurrender their glory."

<-Why soe?" you inquire in surprise.
Ask the Rev. Robert McLarny, B A.,

Canon of Clonfert Protestant Epiacopal
Cathedral. Banagber. - Ireland, You've
beard of Banagher. perhapa, in con ce
tion with the familiar Irish savinig, 'That
bates Banaghet, and Banagher bates the
divili'I

"TFhat'a what yoî'hl say wben you
learn that.Canon McLarney,in a circular
which he il scattering over the tace of-
the earth, calling attention to the resto-
ration fund for the rf nova ien of his
church, announces in aliseriousness that
the honor of discovering America, in
stead of being credited te Italy, Spain,
the British or the Norsemen, should
rightfully belong to St. Brendan, the
founder of the very church in which the
good Canon holds forth every Sunday,
and an adventurous son of the Frnerald
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rlN tU Ai A N , iii, S int, ',.il7 t fiiitx St.
1, NE ii . e ser7111 he boo est.

Su, ii .i. fi i 'ti iti. Sîic. 'ii t.Iaiihiî Ilu.r T t .
JAS V n. i iiip c. 'ay if AlridroS

GR A Ni! COU N CIL OF QUEBE
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w1.(;ire .n1ec Ilnn P K Il ry, uRitsil Ane

rijet1I niv tid a.oil l , at o. C hief l anger,

rIrl'S .ecretary, Ai..

MT. 'aTrlnlci's T. A.. l. stocITY.
Eutablilshei 18-1.

T
hehlli o etpen ti ibeut ns nd tyeir friends

evîtr , v iîîay eveniisg. 'llite iineLcety incets for
religiius i- struction in St. PatrickaS Chu;rch, the
aeconi aSurmuiy oiteeh ntnth tsf4-30 The regu-
téir mount ilîyu"Ci tig ii Isthluos the accoumd Tuesday
t "fe ai ne h, uit 9p m , in tieir hall. 92 St.
Acianaer ,t. REV. J. A. Mc A1CAI.L.N,
[ev. Proaident. JON WALSHlt MarVice-Pretin
tient 'fW. 1P DOY LE. '-errctiry. 25-14 St. Martin
street. Dolegates toSt laitrick'' Teague: hiesurs.jJohn Valsb.J H Feeley and WilMiam Rawley.

St. Ann's T. A. & B. Society..
ESTAILIU 1863.

ltcv. Diîrector. REV. FATHER FLYNN - Prsa-
dent. JOHN NFILL1?BAlHR . decret.ary, TRO
ROGERS &5îSt. Alexander t-treet. bleets on the
second Suday Of every month, in St. Ann'sai'
orner 'Î ong and Ottaswa treete, at 3Wp, -

Dolocatcu.ta t. -Ptriela'sLeaguts-: Maossr.,J. 'i
Kilifeather. T. Rogers and J.shai.ahan.i

SOCIETY. REGftU,
Banners Badges. Saddleclotls, of adesign. made to order Satmles and -e

furnished Work n miatrial: guarant d.
ns. IM A L . I n, u r
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