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OUR FIRST HUNTING TRIP.

A STORY FOR BOYS.

é*b IT was on a briglit sprincg day, luthie or more and not seeing anything ofthe deer
miontli of May, WIen tw'o boys, I began Ici be discourl-ag)ed anud w-as about
Charles Douglas and Xiii Jonces 10 turn back tbinking I1bi followed the
plannied a bunting excursion for wroug wav wlbcn as I suddenly came 1 thie
two or tbreedays. It was on Mon- top of a littie kuoll I saw not mox-e tlian

day tbat tbey miade ilheir plans and by Wed- two bnndx-cd yards abead of mie lu a little
mesday tbev were b bec ready to sýart. val 1ev surî-ounded by woods on one side

On Wednesday tlime eventful day dawned and tIie ]ake on the other, a berd of five-
briglit andI clear and tbey started off lu Ihigli or six deer feeding as quietly as cattle. I
spirits. ivas standing hy a large rock wiîiclî]av by

Tbey travellcd towaî-d the North West, tbe side of the trail ani crawling behlind
until noon, wbien they came 10 a smnall thirs I concinded 10 watch iluemi for a fcw
streamn, near which grem, quite a nuinuer momnents.
of trees, iunlthe ebade of wvbich they stopped Wlc lewatcbing ,tiuem, I noticed twcu
and.proceeded 10 get dinner. large bucks w'bic i wem-e the nearest 10 mne,

After having refreikhed tbemiselves îitb a and looking 10 sec if Ibere %vas anything to
lîearty meal and cool drauglit of water froin afford me better sbeiter and buing mc i l-

thestramntby continued ou their w-ay lu nearer range, 1 saw a large pille tb the
travelling until about five, or hiaîf past five riglit of mie wbiich hiad been uj îturnc.d Iy
'clock lu the afternoon, wbien tlbey camne lihe roots ami ]ay in suchi a position as to

t0 a semal lake or pond, wheî-e tliey disco- be just whiaî I wisbied for. As 1 crawled
vered numnerous deer tracks, and determnin toward this as noiselessly as I could tbree
cd 10 stop for the niglit and perhiaps a day of the deer raised tblr beads and I began
or two. 10 tiik I1îvould have 10 be ver y careful

Thcy first began 10 look for a place 10 indeed, if 1 got a shot at themn. After a
pli tî eir tent whicb they soon found, the liard pull I reaclied the lice anti f.;om tbis
pliace being a slbady spot iu ainong rsome 1 wasý not more than smeveuîv or eigbîty
trees aud not far fron.the lake. yards fromn thoîin. 1 now found a place 10

Wbule Charlie prepared supper Wiil pro- rest my rifle in and taking stcady aini flred
cecded to put up the tent and imake things at the buck. At tCa report 0f lte ifle they
comfortable for tbe niglit. ail started, and boundingy forîvard, passed

XViII bnc put tihe teut up an(d just finish- within a few feet of nie.
ed feediug the lorses, wbcn Cliarlie au- Iustant.ly cranmming lun anothcrcaitridue
nouuced supper 10 w'bîch thcy turned îith I flred aga in, tbis tim îe bringing- dow'n Ca
exceedingly good appetites. Though it doe. As lime snioke liad mot ycî cleared
took tliemi quite a îv lie to clear up after away, 1 coîld not sec distinctly %vlier I
supper it was stili cariy for bcd; nevertme- iad killeci thc buck or uot, but as I drev
leas they concluded it best to "turu lu " ucarer I found 10 Mny surlprise, litua iahd
as tbey were sÀonewhat tired, bavimîg start- killed lîlîmu. Examiming 10 sec wlierc lIhe
ed i-ery early aud travelled lit a good "jogr." hall luad strmîck, 1 found it liad passed
I thiuk tiîey miustlhave traveiled as far as tbrougli blîin a little hack of the sbiouldem-s,
ffty.five or sixty nules, at ]east. killirîg iimi instautly.

After breakfast tihe ucxt inorning blîey Taking out my ku ife, I uoîv cut ilîir
fislied for somne lime îvben Will lookiug at timiots, 's0 as t0 Jet tliem bleed freely, and
his watclî found to bis surprise tîat t ivas blucu shouldering îiy rifle starîed for camup-
getting ucar noon, so leaving Chiarlie 10 gel proud of'iiy sîccess.
dinner, Will took !lis rifle and wcnt t0 look 1I had mot gone far liowevcr, wbien luvar-
for isone fresh venison. ingr a cras l,,ing iite htmsluI 1s:opped and

I will now let himu procced lu bis 0w-n listened. The noise drcw Iearer anîd pre-
words. sently a large heur eîîurged froin ammong

I took my rifle" says Will le and start - the trees. e
ed 10 follow the tracks of bhe deer. I liad I iusantlv dropped bellincithie large pille
not gone far wlien 1 struck mbt a trail, (or and waited for- events. The heai- slowly
rth ) wbiciî lookcd as if it liad flot heen advanîced 10lime dcci- and procecdo-d t10 make

ogsince tlimy lad passed." a nîceal ; lîavimîg w-aited bemi or fifteen mîin-
"I now examined thc tracks and found utes and bcing tired 1 dcîeruîincd tb sloo,

as I supposed, thc direction lu whiciu îiîy but ou lookiug to sec luow mîany cartridges
lad gone. Foliowing the tracks for a imile I bad found 1I bad only tw'o, and knowmng

th at bears were b ard to k ili,, my resoluii ion
began to weaken. As I said before I biad
left Charlie getting dinner, but being tired
of waling andi afraid 1I bad ]ost my way or
somiething bad lbappened t10nme, be deter-
mined 10 follow. 1 had just began wishing
myseif in camp with Chiar]ie, instead QI'
watching a bear, whien 1 saw somiebody's
hiead above the top of the knoli and then
the formn of Charlie slowly appeared in
vje w.

I could scarcely keep fromi laughing,
(ýýcared and tired as I was) to see bis sur-
prise on finding imiiself so near t0 a bear.
I 1)0w watcbied, to see if I could llnd ont
wbiat lie întcnded doing.

Hie stood for a few moments watcingç
the bear, and thien as if suddenly collecting
bis thoughits bie retreated a few steps, and
disappeared behiind the rock.

Whbîle wvaiting anxiously, for wbiat seemn-
cd 10 mie to bc an nge, and fot bceari'ng ,an-
tîing fromn hI ii1deteriuied bt ire, îbiuk
ing to ]et himi knov itat I ivas near and
supposing lielbal at ieast live or six shots.
Taking atm1 fired and then followed sucli
a roar as I biad neyer la mny ife heard be-
fore. 'fhere was 110 doubt but wblat 1I bad
struck imn, and peepîng fromu ny bîding
place t0 see tbe resuit I saw iiu tearinc
around frigbitfuliy. 11e would first rushl
on1 one side of the deer, tben on tbe other,
then sitting uipon bis biatnchies would roar
terribly.

As 1Iliad expected I soon bieard froni
Charlie, for, afier waiting a few moments.
ny shiot w-as followed by a second, whichi
rang ont loud and c]ear and peeping again
fronim m biding place I1awthe [)ear fail,
supposing im i obcb dead we both Fprang
forîvard I exciaiming at the same timie 10
Chai-lie. '4 Charlie!1 I conrgra- ulateyou on
your good sbiot, aud for i eeabing nie froin
sncbi a dangerous position."

Thiere w-aslime l'oir no more îwords for
stiddettly 10 our surprise and lionor tbe
hear saw uis and raising ituseif on bis
hiaunches iooked us fulil in the face, for wve
w-ci-e but a few steps frommu îvberc liw lay.

We botlb instantly cocked onm- ruiles, and
drawing back a few steps flm-cd again, but
omly one of us could biave hit ii i(1I îbiuk
1 missed iiîîfor I was somnewhst nnervous
being very tired.)

Now followed a flght suýýh a3 1 had neyer
witnes-ed hefore or biave I ever seen since.
How w-e ever escaiped beiug kiiled is more
tban I can tell. Ail I know is, tibat we
used our knives as %veli a-s we knew liow,
Iluat Cliarlie gave the Iast low wl'eli end
cd the bears life, tlial the b-cecli of my rifle
ivas split in pieces and tbat isucli lookiug
boys you never -av. We were bespattered
witli blood, liad Fo many scratches ive
didu't.get rid of tbem fP r a nonth aftcr-
%vard, andi our clotbes butng in rag.q. As
soon as we were rested w'e cul muie best
parts froni thme deer for our suppers, and
taking tbe huck's borrus andi tbe hears 111e
foi trophies we it-irted for camp. You
may be sure we ivent to bed as Foon as
supper ivas oî-er. Tbce next day w'e weie
so s iff ami sore fromn our figbit ,thatl1didn t
go cut atali. but CLarI.e did make out to
go in tbe afîci-noon, but caine home look -
inu tired and d iseouragcd saying lie lad
killed nothing, and biad not even seen so
mucli as a cat t0 shoot at. I repliéd, 'Ibo
you didn't biave very good iuck."

Weil1, "w'e'l1 both try it in , he mora.


