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who has parted ‘with possession of his.

properby irrecoverably, and not in favor
of him who hag only lent hig property,
and never stands in dangev of losing more
than part of his revenue over ashort
period. The “business’ community is
unanimous in demanding attention to the
removal of the injustice from which
crecditors are sulfering..  Should  their
wrongs be allowed still to continue
unheeded, it need be no cange for sur-
prise if, keeping in view the time spent
in legislaling upon subjects that ave
trivial in comparison with justice to credi-
tors, the impression becomes strong with
electors that members of Parliament
hold their pogitions, and assemble, not
for the purpose of remedying evils, but
rather for their perpetuation.

RECIPROCITY

The Uniled States papors thal lnve
recontly discussed the ¢uestion of recipro-
city seem. not Lo understand very clearly
the views of Canadiang on the suhject.
1t must not be imagined that the reluc-
tance to respond to the demund of those
who are anxious that our Cavernment
should ke a new elfort lo obluin
reciprocity is sny evidence thab thero is o

© party in Ganada hostile to such a measure.
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products, but without success.

Quite the reverse. 16 may be admilted
that Canadians feel that, under the cir-
cumstances which oxist, their CGiovern-
ment would not be justitied in subjecting
them to the humiliation of another rejec-
tion of their proposals. - It must be borne
in mind that Canada had been for about
threa years prior to 1854
United " States Congress Lo agree lo a
maeasure of veciprocal freo brade in natural
In' 1854
the late Larl of Elgin was appointed an
Ambassador - Extraovdinary to propose
a measure, and, his time being limited, the
negotintions were brought to a speedy and
sntisfuctory termination, No complaini
was made on oither side of the operation
of the trealy, which was benelicial to both
countries.

There has nover been a doubt rmqed as,

to tho cause of the rather sudden termi-
nation of that treaty in consequence of a
nolice from the United Statos CGovern-
ment.  There, is no ground for believing
that such a nolice would have been given
but for the Civil War, and the bitter
fecelings engendered thereby.. When the
Treaty ol Washington was . negotiated

aboul’ ten years ago, Canada spared no

effort to procure even & partial renewal of
the treaty, but without success. 1t was
doeemed e\pt,(hent, to make & further
eﬂoxb buforo aubmltbmw the hshex y ques-

urging the’

tion ‘to arbitration, -and the late Senator
. . k3 /
Brown was accredited to Washington,

and had protracted conferences with the
Government of the United States, which

professed a willingness to treat, and which
made many demands which, though unac-
ceptable to Canada, were nevertheless
agreed to. - After having succeeded with
the President and Secretary. of State, the
mensure agreed to was quletly shelverl in
the Senate.

When the present tarift’ was framed by
the Canadian Government, power was
taken to admit duty frec a considerable
number of articles imported from the
United States, and which were subjccted
to duly, whenever similar articles should
be admitted into the States {ree, when
imported from Canada. 'Thiswas equiva-
lent to- a declaration that Canada was
prepared to meet the United States in the
most liberal gpirit.  Any further advance
would merely expose us to the humiliation
of another refusal. The Boston Journal has
distinetly avowed that the United States
claimg from Canada advantages which
Cireaf  Britain . does not -enjoy. [t then
adds” that what is teue of the United
States “ holds with other Governments.”
In other words,loreign Gavernments claim
that Canada should give thema preference
in her markets over their own Mother
Country. So long as the reciprocity was
confined: to natural’ products there. was
no difticulty, and Canada. never desired
that it should be extended. 'The United
States fivst insist on including manufac-
tures, and then further-demand that the

‘concessions made. to-them shall not: be

extended to Great Britain. Under these
circumstances all that we can do is to be
sabislied without veciprocity, and to let'it
be understood that there is no reluctance
whatever on the part of Canadians of all
parties to agree o such a measure when
proposed. ) : :

, ANNEXATION.

The April namber of the Nor¢h: Ameri-
can Lleview contains a contribution from
Dr. Benderygiving “a Canadian View. of
Annexation,’? which deals, as might be ex_
pected, with some commercial questions.
The most startling assertion s that a
caucus meeting of the Liberals was held
at Ottawn on the. 13th ~ February - last,
when ¢ the policy of Canadisn indepen.

‘dence was generally ‘endorsed by the

party.” Such an ‘assertion’ made in a
review of high reputation, over Dr. Ben-
der's signature, would seem: to justity a

_demand that Mr, Blake should admit- or

deny its, t;'tltll, It will readily be con-
céived that Dr. Bender did not fail to cite,

‘West, ‘Territory.

as one of the “ telling indications of pub-
lic sentiment,” the efforts of the Liberal
party to obtam for the Dominion: the right
of malking her own commercial treaties,

and also “the speech of Mr, Edgar, a

“ Liberal leacer, in favor of Canadian Com-
“mercial independence.”  The Coin Ex-

change of Montreal will probably be sur- !

prised to learn that, among the straws, of
which Dr. Bender assures his readers a
great many might be pointed to at this

‘time  to show how the wind blows, those

that he thinks specially deserving of
notice are, that the several hundred

merchants” of the Corn Exchange * peti-’

& tioned the Federal Government in favor
“of the abolition of Canal tolls, and the
“gbtainment of a new reciprocity treaty
“with the United States” The mémbers
of the Corn Exchange will be, unlesy we
are greatly mistaken, rather. surprised to
learn that their action has been cited as
evidence in support of the assertion that
Canada isripe for annexation.

The main element of popular uneasiness

Cand uncertainty, according to Dr. Bendex, ‘

—who adds “I' might say. alarm,”—
consists in the rapid increase of Grovem-
ment- expenditure and the public debt.
Whatever ground there may be fov- the

allegation that there is any alarm on’ this:

subject, it eannot’ be imputed to British
connection.

Candda is just as independent. as -any

coantry in the world, including the United ’
It mwight be expected  from one
who'is writing in favor of revolution that

Siates,

he would do all in his power to create dis-
satisfaction with all our- public. works,
including the c'umls, the - Intercolonial
and' the Pacific Railways. Dr. Bender
asserts that several millions were paid the
old Hudson’s Bay Company for the North
We were not aware that
the Hudson's Bay Company had. undex-
gone any change, or that there was'an old
and a new company, [[owevel, Dr. Ben-
der will lind that the United States paid

considerably miore for Alaska tlxan Qan

ada for the North West territory. .

‘The reference to Sir- Alexander Gall's
knighthood, as a proof of the indiftorence
of the Mother Country.to the connection,
might have been spared. ' It is the public
policy ‘of Great Britain’ to reward meri-

storious: public- services, by’ admlsslon to
‘The French Republic-

orders of ‘merit,
follows' the" same practice. In" conse-
quence of meritorious public services Sir
Alexander Galt was offered ]\mghbhood
Frow a strong sénse of delicacy Sir Alex-

’ ander felt it vight to state ‘that he'was an
udvocate of mdependence, zmd tb:s d1d

Des Bender cannop be un-
aware that-in all matiers relating to the
debt and to the revenue and expenditure,




