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APOSTOLIC }’RECE'DEN 7.

BY E. O. PORD.

“If any msn speak, lot him speak as tho oracles of
Gud,”—1 Peter iv. 11. '

What a world of trouble and heart-burnings’
w, u!d bo saved if those who propose to speak in'
the namgo of the Lord, would heed thoso words of
the Apostin, -or what is of the samo import, the
words of Panl to Timothy : ¢ Preach tho Word.”
And. pray, what olse would men preach? In the
grest commission, our Lord. has said, ¢ Ga. teach'
all pations, baptizing thew in the pame of the
Fathor, and of the Son,,and:of the Holy:Ghost;
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commsanded you.” Hore tho preacher is-
cxprossly commanded to tench, or preach, just
what the Lord has commanded. This command
was given direstly to.the Apostles, and we aro to-
Jeatn how they. understood it by what they taught
and practiced while under this. commission. And.
sinco they were guided into all truth by the Holy
Spirit, their understandirg of it, as oxpressed by
their aot, must of nocesaity be our understanding.
(therwise we put our interpretation of Christ’s
command sbove that of tho Apostles, who were
guided by the Holy Spirit.

If all who profeas to preach the gospel of Christ
would follow Apostolic.precedents.only, it would
be but a short time before the prayor of our
Lord would be realized, that all who bolieve an
Ohrist through the words of the Apostles, * may
boe one; as Thou, Father,.art in we, and I in Thee,
that they also may be ope in us; that the world
may telieve that Thou hast sent me.” But it is
bicoauyo-men are wedded to the doctrines and com-
mandments of men that the Apostolic preceduntia
ar~ 80 depreciated.

In conversation, a short time ago, with a promi.
‘nent mombor of the Methodist church, he gave me
three reasons for being a Methodist. Firat,. ho was
torn. a Mothodist ; second, ho was educated a.
_Mothodiat; and third, ho had nover triod. to learn
angthing else. Now, had this good: brother,. and
thousands mors just liko him, a. proper regard for
the teachings and practico of the Aposiles aa.they
wete guidod by the Holy Spirit, be cortsinly would
mepsure his presont religious education and praotice
hy A -ostolio precodent.

calling on'sinnora to atand up and bo prayed for?
1 replied, Bucause I belicve the practicu misropre-
sented God. This, in view of the almost universal
practico of to-day, 1 am awsro 18 strong languagoe;
.yot I:bolievo it is true, Where in all the teachings
and praotice of the spostles do we find thom.doing
‘anything of this kind 7 Just look at it. fur a. mo-
‘ment, Christ 18 preached and the einner is made
to feol that he noeds salvation, He oxpresses this

Tho next step in this practice is to go to
work pleading with God on behalf of this poor
binnkr who wants to bosaved, Sometimes this is
followed up night after night and even weuk after
.weok,.and 1 have known somo who, after seeking
181l this time,.to give it up because God could not
.bo persuaded to save. True, He hud been prayed
tearnestly. to do so, but somehow. He was slow to
move. Notw, in tho name of common sense, in
-what light does such a practice set vur blessed Lord
.boforo tho people. The aposatles have presonted
:Ohrist 40 us a8 more willing to save than we are.to
be eaved. They promise througn Christ sulvation
to all vho obey Him.

This practice of calling up the sinner-to.be pray-
.ed for reverses God’s order s taught us by upostolic
precedent. They exhorted men to turn to God
that they might be saved, ‘‘Now, then, we are
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech
you by us; we pray you in Christ’s ctead’ be ye
-reconciled to. God.” The work of the apnstles,
under.Christ, was and is to reconcile men to God.
The practice under consideration is an effort to
reconcile God to man. Hence wo say we cannot
favor.such.a practice. believing it misropresents
.our -kind heavonly Father and loving Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, who are ever ready to have
worcy on.the.sinoer as svon as tho sinper can bo
persuaded. to bow to Christ with all-his heart.

Port Williame.

BENOLD HOW GREAT A MATTER A
LITTLE FIRE KINDLETH. '

—

1 bavo been looking over THE ORRISTIAN, and in
doing so have been made to rejoice over the small
things that are going on among us. Faor instance,
the Halifax Church Fund; also the Educational
Fund, both.having begun in a small wey, aud the
results have been great and success is sure. Ques-
_tion, How ia this? Answer, because all can contri-
bute to these two funds, and it will not affect our
.p cket very much  Who among us are not abla (o
1ay by him: or her at least one dullar per year for
the noble work of preparing our young men for the
fields that have been so Jong ripe unto harvest.

ANl that has been asked from gach member for
the educating of our young men for the work of
an ovangetist is about ono dollar. And it is com-
ing in, and every one who roads tho.paper, I am
sure, fools glad at heart that much good has come
out of this small beginning, and in time will kin-
dle a flamo that will spread over theso provinces of
ours as never bofore, and tho prayers of God's
people will be fully realized. Tot us not despise
the day of amall thing, Behold how nreat a mat-
ter a little fire kindletn. The littlo spark of love
in our hearts neods rekindling and fanning into a
flame that swill set the Guspel of Christ rolling, untjl

I was asked, s fow daye ago, why I objeoted to

;tho-endu of the earth have been bronght to Christ.

when he.comes to his foat un the invitation being.
-} given.

Houw are wo to accomplish this grand work that
we speak of I How 7 do you eay. By taking an
active patt in the work, Christ aays, Evory branch
10 mo that beareth not fruit He taketh away, and
every branch that beareth fruit He purgoth it, that
”it may bring forth more fruit. If wo want to bo

fruitful lot us cortributo to the causo of Christ.
By lovo to Ohrist and love to one another and love
to perishing humanity around us, wo sholl be known
as faithful servants in thé Master's vinoyard
Though you have but one talent you can do some-
thing for tho Mastor, and ovor so littlo is acknowl-
edgzed by Him.

Behold how great a matter a littlo ira kindloth,

Brethren, lot us keop the fire burning until the
hearts of all have become warmod up to their duty
towards God and to one another, and to perishing
humanity around us. Greater Jove hath po man
then this, that a man lay down hia hfe for his
frionds. W. J. MEsSeRvEY.

A WORD FROM WOODVILLE.

Wea are trying to work on the plan of raising in
this county, five or six dollars per month for the
Educational Fund. We .are meeting in our Aid
Sooiety once a week. We do not accomplish as
much as sisters in some othor places, but we are
trying and intend to do ourbsst. T wroteto a
good sister on Brier Island to collect what she
could for the Educational Fund, and aho sont §8.00
~—this with other muoney (4 00) hauded mo making
a total of 812 00. M. E, Gates,

N.B ANDN.S. MISSION FUND.

MARCH REOEIPTS.
The young ladies of Lord’s Cove, Tal., N.B. &7 00
Young Peoples’ D1, Bang, St. John, N. B, 126
Clara Sprague, Vanceboro, Me.,. .. eees 100
G. McFaddod, Lubec, Me., .... ceee 50
Coburyg St. Sunday Schiool, St. John, N.B. 10 03
EDUCATIONAL FUND.

E. 0. Bowers, Digby Co., N.S,... .. 200
B, H. Hughos, s cees eve. 100
L. C. Bailey, £ .ee. 100
8. Tites, » N ceee B0
T. Hicks, o cens 26
Mrs. 0. Cullins, « cens cees 20

¢ C. Builey, s cene cous 60

¢ F. Lont, s R {

“ . Tigus, " L. %

* E. A. Payson, *¢ voos ceee 29

¢ C, Qoggins, bt . ceee 26
T.”T. Payson, te . N 26
8. Foot. om Cheee eess 26
J. Pugh, b cens T
G. D Campbell, ¢ SN veee 100
Mr. Burrill, T iene eees 100

*  Ruggles, ¢ 50
A Friond, " orve P (1)
a. Cosman, b cees eese  BO
A Friend, o 10
'A Friend, ¢ 10
A, S, N vees eeee 70
A S ster, Cornwallis, Hants Co, weeo 100
E. C. Erd, L reee  aeee 100
Mea. H.Murray, (collectod) Milion, N S 4 00
A. D M. Boyne, 8t Jobn, N.B. cees 26

J. Flaylor. b ve.. 100
‘The young ladies of Lord's Cove, D. 1. N.B. 10 00
F.\K. Etherington, Cawbridguport, Mass... 5 00
Mrs F. K Etherington, Osmbri geport,b(;uq. 65 00

Mrs. O. M. Packard, Now York, cees 200
Total, veee ceen cees 861 30
T. H. Oarp,
Treasurer,




