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help saying a word or two on the subject. Every day 1 live, the more 1
think of the niatter, and the more firml>' do I corne to the conclusion that
the root of almost ait crime is drink-that rcvolting tyrant which affects
people of ail ages and of both sexes ; young, middle-agcd and old; father
and son, husband and wifé, ail in turn becorne its victinis. It is drink
which, for the most part, is the immcdiate and direct cause of those fearfut
quarrcls in the public streets at niglit which terminale in serious aniSChief,
or soute otiier '-utrage. It is drink which causes homes to be ianpovcrislied,
and traces of the nhisery which it causes arc to bc found in miny a cotage,
denudcd of the conimonest articles of comfort and neccssity, which have
gone ta the pa.,tvnsliop sinply to provide for that hideous tyrant, drink. 1
believe, knowing as 1 do, and having by experiencc lhad my attention drawn
to it, that " (hear it, gentlemen 1 lhear it, Christians I hiear it, mninisters of
God in this Cathedral, which. stanids at the very centre of ail our histOry 1)
IlI believe tlaat ninc-tenths of the crime in dts country is engendercd trn-
side the doors of public-bouses."l

8. MVil anyone venture to say, for there is no end to the subterfuge of
niinds brazcncd b>' customn, that these are mere opinions ? WVell, if you
want, flot opinion, but bard, glaring, patent fias, untinged witla any opin-
ion whatevr-facts black, rugged, coinfortleqs, and horrible -facts in ail
their ghastly nakedness, denuded -of ail vesture of hunian thoughit and of
human emiotion in narrating theni-it Nvili be the most flagrant hypocrisy
to say that sucla tacts arc flot forthcoming for you, when every day and
every newspaper teenis wvith thein. Not one single day passes over one
single town in England, wuthout sarie wretchedness, crime, and horror,
caused by drink. Wcek by wveek, in the Alliance etrs, is published a
ghastly list, called " Fruits of the Traffic." It is not invented; it is flot
concocted; it is flot garbled. It consists simply of cuttings from multi-
tudes of- perfectly n'eutral newspapers, the records 0f police courts and
sessions. I cannet enter into, these. The human band can perpetrate,
the human hezart can conceive, the buman frame can suifer horrors of which
the human lip refuses to speakc. Take the evidcncc of two îveeks alone;-
the blesscd week an which ive listen ta the melody of angel songs, and the
farst week of the glad Neiw Year. For twopence you nia> purchase the
record of events whach drink caused for these tWa Weeks in 1882, for
E ngland only. It fuils a large double-columed pamphlet of thirty-s*Lx pages.
Thirty-six pages of wbat-in this our Christian England, in Christmas
weck? Thirty-siýx pages of stabbing, cutting, wounding ; of brutal assauîts
on men, on wonien, on children; of public peril and accident ; of deaths,
sudden, violent, preventible; of homicide; of parricide; of miatricide; of
infanticide; of suicide; of every form of murder. In four hours on one
evening in one cit>' 36,8o3 women wvere seen going into public-bouses.
The resuits formed a tragedy sa, squalid, and so deadly, as ta sicken *the
heart like the impression of a nightmare, whose vcry memor>' lïe loathe.
Reid that hideous list and then prattle, and lisp, and snccr about cxagger-

iro; cd that list, and then, if any man can sili quoi e Scripture for the
purpose of checking 4emperance reformiers, or of encouraging aur im-
mense capacities for dela>' and indifférence, 1 can onl>' say of such a man,
that

"Though in the sacred place he stands,
L plifting consecrated hands,
IJnworthy are bis lips to tell
0f Jesus' martyr-miracle -
Thy miracle of lite and deatb,
Thou Holy ane of Nazareth!t"

9. And is ail this to take place ait over England ? It 'vas so again last
yeir, it bas been so for mari> years; next year again, and the next, and the
next, are ive, in those two weeks of blessedness, to have the wbole country,
froni John o' Groats to Land's End, delugcd and disgraccd by this filthy
streani of blood. and mniser>', and crime ? Is this ta bc the prerogative of
our national morility . and are we to go on lcaving these crimes, and the
sources of theni, and the temptations to thiem, unrherkced, titi the pit swal-
Iow us and them ?

to. 1 must end; but 1 miust ask, voun fot ta suppnse that 1 ilave brougbt
before you one hall of the eval, or one tenth of the motives which should
stir us up to counituract at for Christ's sake, and in Christ's name. I have
aaot slaown you, as 1 could rnost iwftilly show you, how, by introducing aur
accursed firewaters, we have destroyed and exterminated whole races of
mankind, until aur footsteps round the world, mnstead of bcing 'beatutiful
upon the anountains,' have been as footstcps dyed in blood. I have flot
sho%çn you the extent ta îvhich drink neutr.ilizes the work of the school,
the library. and the Church, so that it is the ver>' chief barrier against the
efforts of religion. 1 have not sbownm you hoiv, in aur great dependen-
dencies it has gone far ta turn into a curse the blcssing of aur rule, so, that,
to tak-e but ane instance, there riscs louder and loudcr froni Our great
Empire of HindQstan, the agonising cay that ber children wercr once sober,
and thant ive, by out beloved gin anýd spirits-those gouh creatures af God-
are rapidly turning tbcm into a nation af drunkards. I have not told how
this curse transforms into a bane what îvould otherwîsc be the great national
boons of larger %wealtb, and highcr wages, and shortencd bouts. And how
long do )-ou niea<i ail this to continue? Howv long arc aur working
clamses to bc henîmed in with glaring temptations and their dwcllings, in
thie tetb of thear wishes, ta, thc conflagration of their interests, t(, bc
ringcd b>' public-houses, on ail sides as wicb a cordon af fire? Uow long
is the recling arniY Of aur drnikards Io be recruitcd by those wYho arc now

our innocent sons and daughiters? WVe pity the gladiators, and the poet
cried. "lArise ye, Goths, and glut your ire 1" And will you not pity thae
widows who are miade widovvs by drink; and the orphans who are faýther-
1cms; and the>' wlaose blood is poisoned b>' it; and the womcn îvho are
kicked, and burnt, by drunken sunm, and brothers, and liusbands ; and the
little chljdren who are killed, or who die so slowly that none cati cati it
murder. \Vill!you ivait tilI the accuinulated miseries af souls, which might
bave been innocent,

1,Plead like angels. trumpet.tongued, against
The deep damnation ofthe tq.)dng-off;
Aiid pity, lilce a naked, ntew.born babe,
Striding the blast, on Heaven's cherubim, horsed
Upon the sightless couriers of the air,
Shall blow these horrid deeds in every eye
That tears shall drown the wind P?

And if you are careiess about ail this miser>'; if selfishness, and customi,
aind the gains af brewers and publicans wveigh witb you against ail this
evidence, if you sec no need to blush for ait this national disgrace, if it
rouses in your heart no feeling as a patriot, as a Charistian, or as a man,
are you flot at least afraid, lest, if we suifer these thîngs to go on unchecked,
a vaice should at hast cry IlArise 1" ta the aîvful angel of retribution ; and
lest, vhen he stands with drawn sword over a country sa guilty and so
apatbetic, the cup of aur iniquity and of our drunkenness being full, there
should be none to, say ta him, "lPut up thy sword within thy sheath ?",

i i But if ail that I have said admiit af no possibilit>' af refutation,
hoiw shouid 1 possib>' urge an>' more effectuai, plea for an agency, wbich,
like our beloved Church af E ngland Temperance Society, bas,' with such
holy carnestness and conspicuous moderation, been laboring nowv for
twenty-one years ta, alleviatb the natian's miser>' ta avert a nation's cuise?
It needs special support. Help, I entreat you, with warmn hearts and
liberal bands, ta avert the national catastrophe, which would bc involved
in the failure or exhaustion of a society so noble and so indispensable!1
Let England, if not for ver> shame, yet at least out of gratitude and
self-defence, provide the society witb tbe £25,000 whicb are required.
For if temrperance societies bave donc nothing else, yet at least, in the
words of Lord Shaftesbury, Ilbut for theni we sbould have been by this
timne plunged into such a flood of drunkenness, immoralit>','and crime, as
would bave rendercd the whole country uninhabitable. Will you, then,
be callously supine, wilI you bc immorally acquiescent about the fate af
your country ? Your fathers did a thousand. noble deeds ta put ilown
immorality and wrong; ta, defend the cause af innocence, and ta smite the
boar>' head of oppression. Vour fathers, by the loveiiest act in thc long
annals af English bistory, sivcpt away the slave trade. Witb quiet perse-
verance, which would sec no discauragement; with dauntless courage,
which îvould quail beforcno apposition; with illuminated insight, v<hich

prcd the sopbistry ai interested defender; witb the truc frccdomn wbicb
oudnot be shacklcd by unhallowed interests-they fought ta the end

that gioriaus battle! WVilt you be unworthy ai them? WVill you do
nothing ta deliver England and ber dependencies froni a deeper miser>'
and a deadlier curse ? Vonder is the grave af WVilberforce ; there is the
statue ai Sir Fowell Buxton; there is the monument ai Sir Granville
Sharpe. Oh, that God would hear aur prayers, and out of the gallant
band af godly nmen îvho fought that battle

of! those thrce hundred grant but thrce
To malle a new Thermopylm.Y

12. Englishmen and Christians, if sucli facts do flot stir you up, I ask,
could tbcy do so were Uic>' even in the tbund&fs niouth? It is not in the
thunder, it is b>' the still sanail voice af histor>' and of experience, that
Godi speacs to the reason and ta the conscience. It is flot b>' the ligbtning-
flash that He would have us read His will, but by the quiet light that shows
aIt things in the slow histor>' af their ripening. lVhen be speaks in the
thunder and the lightning, b>' the tornado and the carthquake. He speaks
in retribution then. Anad wbat as retrabutian but thc external law of con-
sequences ? If yau cannot sec God's warnîngs against drink, if you can-
not read in the existing condition ai things, His displcasure and aur shanie,
if yau cannot sec it in thc marriage-tie broken and dishonored, in sons
and daughtcrs ruind, in thc peace of families laid ivaste, in the work af
the church hindered, in whole districts blighted, in thousands and tens 'of
thousands of souis destroycd, if you cannot sec it in the records ai crime,
and murder, andoutrage, andmadness, andsuicide;in the fatherswbo, in theïr
ver>' mautbs, througb drink,have siain their sons; and the sans who througb
drink, bave slain their fathers; and the mothers v.ha, for drink, have sacri-
ficcd the fives of their littie oncs upon the h,.east ;--men oi Eragiand, if
these tbings do flot wring your icart, and fire your zeal, wbat do you cxpect?
Can the letters glare marc painfully on the palace wall oi your pawver ?
Are yau waiting tili diete fait on England the saine fate which, for their
sins has fallen in turn on Assyria, and Greece, and Ronie, and Egypt, and
Carthage, and j crusalem and Tyre i Tbcy perished ; sooner or later ail,
guilty nations perisb, b>' suddcn catastrophe, or by slow dccay.

*1Theo swvord of beaven is flot in haste ta smitc
Nor yct doth linger,"

but when it does smite, it is apt ta smite once and smite no more. WVitt
you bc so complacent over your epigranis, and yaaar vestcd interests, and
your ?Biblicai criticism, when vengeance leaps at last upon the stage, and
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