
CANADIAN CONTRACT RECORD. Jatnu.arY 30, 1896

DEFECTS IN VARNISHES AND THEIR
REDIEDIES.

In applying oil varnishes to different
objccts varions delects aften rtîtake titeir
appearance ; thebe are, Att illanty cases,
very obscure in their origin, althtougi
paiîîfîtilly obviotis in tîteir effecîs. The
defccts niay arisc througlî faîtits in miakîng
the varnishecs, throtigh defects iii the sur-
faces of the objects whîiclt hîa% e been var-
tiislied, îiîrouglh faulty niethods of appica-
tion, or tbraugii cliiatic: changes. Sec-
ing, therefore, that there are sa niany fac-
lois wvbich produce defects in varnisbied
surfaces, it is no %vonder tîtat lte causes
of suclî defecîs are obscure, especialiy as
tite varîtisber may be of ant unabservant
citarat te, and fail to notit.e f tuits it thme
liie lthe % arnisli is bcing ipphied.

Cracks .îni pinhoies . Tiiese are often
dite 10 clin'atic ch.anges, especiaily hiable
ta occur in winter lime, %vlîen a cold day
'viii foliow a blot or %varni one. Keeping
the object in a wvarm place for sorte lime
'viii tend ta cure titis fault, and take care
tIat the varnisi cannol get chiiled %lîiie
dryin.g.

Peelinig, blisteriîîg, spots and cr-awhings
aire defects whicli niay bc traced ta a
greasy nature of the surface an wvhicbi the
varnisi is appiied. Tihis îîay be due ta
the tise of bad prinîing paint, or rubbmng
tue work dlown viîh oiiv rags, or ta draps
of oil on the surface and not properly îre-
nîoved in tce preparing operatians. The
remiedy cansists iii preventing the appli-
cation of oily ntatters ici the surface, and
t0 sec tîtat rliev are tborougiîiy removed.

Saigging : Tihis defect ar ises fioin -wa
causes, a very gi easy nature of tue surfaice
or fraîn applying tue varnish toa quickly.
'l'le varnisier is îeiniptcd ta t ike tup too
muci on lits brush, and uniess lie takes
care to spread titis tveil hie ivill heave àt
loci thick, and tîten sagging or running
dlown îîîay occur. If it the preparatory
processes loci îlick, a coat of paitît is put
on, tite varnishi xav tend in soften ibis,
and then this defect is liable to occur.

Stveating and bloottting may bc due to
defects in the uiîait ufactutre of varnisît
the gtiîns used have flot been properhy
iieiîcd, and too intuch of their volatile
constituents left iii, or lte varnisi may
bave been sent otît before il is propcrly
material. Varnishîttg on a danmp surface
wsilh aiso develop tîtese defects.

Deadenitig ay be due 10 fauity pre-
paration of the varnisit, but more often it
is due 10 climatic conditiotîs-varnisbing
ini 100 danîp an almnosphiere, danip sur-
faces, on the presence of dcietcrioîts gases
aîîd vapaurs, too porous a subject, loci
large a proportion of dr'ers used in miak-
îng il, ahi of whîicit tenîd ta cause loss of
lustre in a varnisit, citîter immediate or
after a lime. It is difftcult, under these
c.ircuilnstances, 10 point out a reincdy, fot
one wvi!l scarcely k-now the exact cause in
any particular cabe, and, of course, it is

obvious that the rcnîedy tvill vary with the
cause, at.a what lI suit one case won't
do for a.nother.

lThe varnisheti should, if lie %wants to
produce a gaod job, takze evcry precaution
ta prev'cnt (lefects arising-for, in titis
case, an ounce of prevention is worth a
toit of cure. H-e shouild sec that biis var-
nishi is of good quality, that bis catis and
litutsles are in good condition and clean,
that tbe surface lie has ta varnish is in
proper condlition, fice froin grease, dry,
and bas a sinooth surface. 1-e slbould
neyer atterript a job in %vct or datiip
wcather, and lie sbould take care that,
aCter varnishing, is work is ilot exposed
ico any bad influences whichi wvil retard
tb.2 dry ing and baidening of the vainý,li.
-0,[ and Colournian'bJouin..

HOW TO SEASON TIMBER.
I-ow la season tîmber s0 as 10 prevent

the ravages of dry rot is somietbing in
whbicbi builders penerally are interested.
According ta lR. F. Francius ta preserve
oal, timiber front dry rot il siîould bc laid
in large piles iii sait wvater for a %vhole
yea-r, and so as ta be completely covered
wvitli the water. By this nicans the sait
penetrates the wvood and tbe consequence
is that it renlains aivays free froni dry
rot and lasts twice as long as il would do
without this preparation. If the wood
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can be put into sea water pet fcîiy pure
«anti free froir ail eartby deposits il is so
txnuch better, avid on the const it roay be
lest kept in basinîs dug for the purpose.
Care niust be lakeit ta lay it so tlit it

cannot drift awvay. Wbere sait is very
abutîdant, wooci tnay ,e scasoned by cov-
ering il wvith a tick layer of that natei-il,
when the air is damp ind< foggy, wiîbotit
beavy ramn.

USEFLIL HINTS.
Aiways sirip offsolid beais wvbere tbey

art- to be lastered; thle lath iay titen be
put or, so thrit the martar nîay have a
ciincbi and crack-Ls aie wdel

A >guad mixture for tuating loft, inay
be ma.de abs folio.' s . Thir> -fixe parts
dlay siate, thitty parts mica siate and
about thirty-flve parts resin, all finely
powdered and beated %vîth fifty parts of
tar.

Whien a ceiiîig is siniply tinted, the tint
shouid be one that sofiens int the tvall or
pnper colar, not ane tbat contrasts. 1'lus
if tbe tone of the t oam is tbat of a soft
gray blue, the ceiling sbould be of a cicar
freslb pink; or should a gr.ry-gt'een be
picked out with biack, a lemion color wvill
le apprapriate ft the ceiling.

EsTîIMATrNG FOR SIJINGLES.-If yaui
wvisli to make an off-hand estimiate of the
numiber of shingles requircd for a roof rit
one-quarter pitch, m-uitiply the ground'
surface of the bouse in square fect by Ico.
Examnpie: A bouse 2o x 2o on the ground
l'as 4o0 square feet ; tiuiîiphied by Ici,
gives 4,000 slhiiglc.
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