THE GOOD NEWS,

loving souls together. That might take
Place, and has, when the heart has reluc-

tated and refused to yield up the wealth of

affection and pure and holy feeling which
slumbered in its depths. Two have stood
side by side at the altar of God—the one
Pure and good, sweet with the fragrance
of a saintl y life, the other coarse and carnal
in his. habits and tastes. And so, while
they stood togethier hand in hand, united
by a physical hond, they were separated
far apart in miud, by reason of their
Mutual distaste and repellency. These two
may dwell together under the same roof,

and meet each other on the outer plain of

Taterial interests, but they will walk to-
ether strangers to each other in the deeper
realm of thought and feeling and affection
—uot coming nearer but diverging more
and  more as years roll Here
there is a great gulf, which neither
the one nor the other can cross, Here
t‘hey are separated far as the heavens are
Separated from the earth, and distant as
the east is from the west. But conceive
that in some favoured hour a change comes

on.

Over the spirit of this brutish man—that a {

"ew, holy love springs up in his mind—-
the love of God, and holiness so that all
old things pass away; and what a change
fakes place between these two kindred
Spirits so long estranged from each other!
0W sweet their intercourse, how deep their
9%, and how close the union that binds
their loving souls! Now he enters into a
Fealm of Joveand tenderness, and taste and
fee“"g of which ke had previously no con-
%ption,  And <o with every bratish man,
“Very sinful soul, in reference to God. While
?‘“ femains in its strength unconfessed
and unforgiven, thers can be no intercourse

¥ith the holy God, and his kingdom of

%l‘ace, of light and love, though nearer to
0: than the air we breathe, will be a land
darkuess, a terra incognita, a land un-

0Wn.  Bug-let the sweet, loving light of
4
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heaven enter into his mind, let the sinner
turn in reverence and in love to his God,
and the King of glory will enter in with
peace and pardon and all the blessings of
his grace; and he will know that the king-
dom is within him, and that whereas
he was once far off, he is now brought
nigh by the blood of Christ: In
this respect the kingdom of heaven is nigh
unco us, even at the doors. But this the
penitent thiet did not understand. He had
some glimmering of celestial light by which
he could see heavenly things, but as it were
through a glass darkly. His views were
not sound ; his conceptions of the character
and dignity of Christ were high, but not
sufficiently high.  Sill, he who does not
break the bruised reed did not turn: away
from his cry. He saw much that was
wrong in his mind, but he saw a faith that
could trust him in the darkness, a love that
could bear witness for him when there was
not a solitary voice raised in his behalf,
And so he overlooked his errors, forgave
his iniquity, and granted him his prayer
abundantiy, exceeding abundantly, far
above what he had asked or thought. To
day, not at some distant period—to-day,
thou shalt be with me in Paralise,—to-day,
before that sun sects beneath the western
hills, before this angry crowd separate to

|
| their homes, thou wilt be with me, haj py

“in my love, rejoicing iu the fragrant bowers
;of the heavenly land.

I IIL His Testimoxy.—We read that
ore of the nialefactors railed on him, say.
ing, If thou be Chirist, save thyself and us;
but the other answering rebuked him, say-
ing, Dost thou not fear God, secing thou
jart in the sunz condemnation? and we,
Hindeed, justly, for we receive the due re-
L ward of our deeds, but this man hath done
nothing amiss, And he said unto Jesus,
Lord, remember me when thou comest
into thy kingdom. Here is a becoming
testimony to the grace and the majesty of
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