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CURRENT TOPICS

HILE itis true that Canada is to-day unport-
ing practically as much forcign wall paper as
she did 12 yearsago, it must not be forgotten
that her exportation of a creditable home.
made product, hasbeen growing of Inte years

by lcaps and bounds. Canada is the home of several clean,
active wall paper manufactorics, and thequality of the product
turned out by them is deserving of the
highest commendation. Customs returns
show that Canada exported only 409 rolls
of Canadian-made wall paper in 1890. In
18935 the exportation had increased to 9,760
rolls, of which over 6,000 rolls were coasigned to Great
Britain. In 1902, Canada’s cxport of wall paper had reached
the important total of 246,075 rolls. Al the larger British
colonies werc customers, Newfoundland, to the extent of
96,341 rolls, New Zealand, 87,403 rvolls, and Australia,
31,084 rolls.  On the side of importation, Canada purchased
in theneighborhood of 2,766,000 rolls in 1890, of which nearly
all came from the 'nited States. In 1902 these figures had

only been reduced to 2,402,201 rolls.
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In commenting on the judgment handed out by Mr.
Justice Street, in the case of Black v. The Imperial Book Com.
pany, which we published inour last number,
English The Publisher’s Circular, of Londou, the
Comment o organ of the English publishing world, says,
Capyright ** We congratulate A. & C. Black on having
defeated the pirates, who have bheen selliag
the reprint of the Enclyclopedia Britannica in Canada. As
will beseen from the report we publish of thejudgment (and we
would advisc publishers to file it for reference), the defendants,
after damaging Messrs. Black to the extent of many thousands
of pounds, had the impertinence in their defence to claim that
Messrs. Black were not the owners of the copyright in The
Enclyclopaedin Britannica. Thisis a very satistactory vindi-
cation of the law of copyright, and the rights of British
owners of copyright in Canada, and mnst be very gratifying
to Mr. George N. Morang. Mr. Daldy and others, who have
worked so hard to show that English copyright still holds
good in Canada.”
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The necessity for reserving accommodation in the numer-
ous libraries that are being crected all over Canada. for art
galleries, cannot be cmphasized too strongly.
1f art be the expressions of the best human
cmotions and aspirations, surely art is
to be cacouraged and not coldly tolerated.
For a young nation, Canada posscsses a laudable regard for
art. She has in her midst painters and sculptors of merit,
and whenever an oppoertunity is afforded the public to inspect
their work, the opportunity is readily and cagerly taken
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advantage of. The Brantford Expositor makes a sensible
remark in this connection, If, says The Expositor, there he
such opposition to the acceptance of the Carnegie gifts, on the
ground that they make our citiesappear helpless and indigent,
then much of the unpleasant feeling might be removed. were
the various corporations to exert themseves in beautifying the
library buildings at their own expense.  This might well be
done by providing art gallerics, to which the citizens might
point with rightcous pride as the fruit of their own exértions.
L J - [ ]

From down beside the sea come complaints about school
book monopolies. The St. John Daily Sun of February 26,
voices these murmurings in a lengthy
editorial. Its chicf objection to the prescut
state of aflnirs in New Brunswick scems to
be, that the purchaser of school books there
has to deal with two monopolies every time he buys a book.
There is first the original publisher of the book, wherever he
may be, and then the New Brunswick firm which publishes the
book under Governmeat sanction  None of the school bouks
arc printed in the Provinee, and to this The Sun takes scrious
exception. It claims that work can be done as well in New
Brunswick as clscwhere, and it hascarriedon aninvestigation
to proveit. Itiscvident that the same spirit which likes to

sce home industrics encouraged is at work down in St. John.
L] L] -

1t is a pleasure to find certnin of our newspapers devoting
cditorinl space to a consideration of literary subjects.  The
idea that thke editorinal columns of a
paper should be devoted cxclusively to
political discussion, is becoming expladed.
and a goud work will be done if an occas-
ional reference to healthy literary subjects is made.  Buook-
scllers willbenefit both dircetly and wdircctly by such articles.
The creation of a desire for the reading of the best literature

cannot fail but produce an increased demand for standard
books,
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As a result of years of agitation on the part of publishers
and patriots, assisted in great measure by the press, the
postage un Canadian ncwspapers and peri-
odicals, mailed to England has been reduced
to the domestic ratc.  Half the battle has
been won, and there arc hopes that the
reduction will presently be reciprocal.  Meanwhile, Canada is
hound to benefit by the concession she has sccured.  England
will he more accessiblc tathose who arcanxiousto disseminate
information concerning Canada, and this conutry will conse-
quently become better known to the inhabitants of the
Motherland. To those who have pushed this matter to its
prescnt happy conclusion, all credit is due.  The new reguln-
tion became effective on March 7.
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