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WITTY WORDS TO ENGLISH BOOKSELLERS

LONDON BANQUET WITH SPEEOHES
FlROM EMINENT AUTHORS.

>11t. JAMPS IIRYCE ON TIE ART 0F BlOOK-
SELLING AND THE RIEADING HIABITS 0F THE
t'EOt'LE-ANDRENW LANG ON ItEADERS-
Nti. Z.ANGWVILL 81AYKtI FIN 0F MG STORES.

T HE London bookselers gave their
annual dinner at the Holborn Restaur-

ant, London, Eng., in aid ai tht pravident
fund, last month. Tht Right Hon. James
Bryce, M. P., presided. Among authors,
publishers, and other well-known men
,prescrit, were: Andrew Lang, F. Mac-
raillan, C. J. Longman, J. E. C. Badley,
G. W. E. Russell, John Murray, Lord
Roland Gower, H. Sotheran, Capt. M. S.
%Wellby, H. C. Sotheran, T. Fisher Unwvin,
Major A. S. Hume, joseph Penneli, G. E.
Lock, Notman Warne, Clement H. Shorter,
H. E. Warne, E. Marston, Scatt Keltie, R.
B. Marston, W. Heinemann, H. W.
Wilson, I. Zangwill, Elliot Stock, W. W.
Archer.

TUE ART 0F IIOOKSELLING.

In giving tht toast ta " Literature, " Mr.
Bryce said literature must be considered in
reference to three classes of persans-tht
praducer, tht distributer, and tht consumer.
Ht wouid confine himself ta saying some-
thing about tht second class. A great many
tests had been proposed for deiermining tht
degret which tht civilization of a country
had reached. Ont was tht number ai yards
ai calico used per bead af the population,
another tht quantity ai spirits per head
which a country did not consume (laughter),
another was tht position which women held
in a country ; but hie had corne ta tht con-
clusion that tht best test of tht intellectual
level ai a country wvas ta bt found in tht
number and extent of tht bookshops in its
tawns. (Cheers). Lt would bt invidiaus ta
say how aur awn country stood in that
respect, although he might remark that
nothing ever gave ont sa striking an idea
of tht extent ta which Ireland had remained
behind, flot altagether from ber awn fault,
as tht difference between tht bookshops in
Ireland and tht bookshops in the other parts
of tht kingdom. Tht United States was
tht country which contained tht greatest
variety of literature, and Germany that in
which the greatest number af books treating
af difficuit subjects could be found. 'He
had aiten had most interesting and instruc.
tive conversations with baoksellers in fortign
cauntrits, and, indeed, in aur country ta-
men wvho were able ta givt oneta vry likely
and corret' idea of wvhat books wtre and
what the people thought about thcm. He
had found that there were aiten no people
who were better critics ai books themnselves
than thost who sold them.

NEWSPAPPRI ENCROÂCIIMENT.

Procetding ta speatc on the reading hiabits
ai the people, Mr. Bryce said that netvs-
papers wvere cncroaching on literature with
increasing vehemence. It might be truc
that there arc as rnany books read now as
formcrly, and ai aur ntwspapers it wvas truc
tÉtat, taking themn all round, thcy wvere tht
best in tht %vorld. Tht level ai our maga-
zine writing wvas cxtrcmely high. But, in
spite of ail, he could not heip believing that
tht tact that by far the largest part ai every.
body's reading naw consîsted in readîng
ntwspapers and magazines, marked a real
danger ta tht intellectual level ai this
country, because people read ntwspapers
and magazines in a tataily different spirit ta
that in which they read books. They read
a newspaptr ta pick a thing up, ta use it
for a day, and then thrtev it awvay. Whtn
they read a book they did it with a view ta
assimilating it, and making it part of their
awn minds. Tht circulating library wvas
their enemy ; let thenri attack it. Ht
believed it was tht eny of tht pub-
lishers, and he wvas sure it wvas the enemny
ai tht authors.

TUE USE OF BIOOKS.

Tht cheapening ofigood books would do
a great deal to deveiop, cherish, polish, and
refine the littrary taste ai the people. We
lived in times when attention was being
called mare than ever ta wbat was called
mattrial greatness, and when tht pursuit ai
niaterial greatness wvas calling ptople's
minds away froin tht intellectual triumphs
ai tht past. We wvere proud in England ai
aur commerce, af aur wealth, ai our rniîlitary
and naval strength, ai tht extension ai aur
Empire aver tht warid. W-- wvere sa can-
fident in aur resources that wt bore withaut
murmnuting aur immensely.increased taxa.
tian ; but, praud as wve mighit be of al
these things, there wvas nathing, after al,
that we had so inuch reasan ta be proud af
as tht literature of tht English tangue, and
he beiieved that in tht lang run, and judged
by tht verdict oi history, tht literature af
tht nation wauid be found ta be tht best
criterian ai its grtatness, because it wvas
only a strong nation, an energetic and a
high-taned nation, that cauld produce a rich
and splendid literature. (Cheers.)

ANDREW LANG'S WITTICISMS.

Mr. Andrew Lang, in responding, said
that the chairman had said maost ai wvhat he
had intended ta say. He ivas gaing ta
talk about the consumers af literature, for
whom he had the most supreme cantempt
(laughter), because tbey did flot consume
enough af it, and they did not consume the
tight sort. (Hear, hear.) They ail sufi'ered

fromn dht confouinded consumer. (Laighitcr.)
He did flot buy what lie oughit to buy, and
what hie ougght flot to buy that lie boughit.
The great curses of their profession wcre
education, bicycling, novels, and golf.
(Laughter.) These Ivere the things that
prevented thein from getting on. There
wvas ont wlbo hiad said, since prifltifg 'vas
invented there had been very littie chance
of getting souind literature. WVhen lijîrature
was very dificuit ta retd-in the palwy
days of hicroglyphics, for instance, (laughter)
-it reached its praper company. Very,
very few men and no wvomen could have
given 30 or 40 years ta acquire the art af
reading hieroglyphics. (Laughter.) As
time wvent on the al phabet wvas discovercd.
After that literature becamne vulgar and de-
moralized. Then camne in printing ;then
fiction came in like a raging lion.
(L'iughter.> He hardly knew wvho had
time now ta read a book. WVe were al
accupied in reading about Dewey and the
Suburban Cup. (Lauighter and chceers.)

CLEX'ERIt iT AT DEI'ARIENTrAL STatUt11S.

In praposing the toast ta 1 The Trade,"
Mr. I. Z"ngvilt said hie did not wvelcoi
the revival ai the wvorks of the oid writers,
because there wvas enough campetition
atnongst the living wvriters, especially in
those days when drapers were scUling the
ciassics at 2J<d. each. (Laughter.) When
he proposed the health of the bookstlling
trade, hie did flot include the drapery de-
partment. (Laughter.) Their methods and
theïr placards jarred upon him wvhen he
read of "Four hundred tilles at --3ý. one
as good as another," or "The best British
poets at 5s. i i Ud. a dozen,- or what hie
saw placarded on the higli road in a draper's
shop :"We beg ta cail special attention ta
these books, which are af superior qîîaiity,
and finish, and wvhich are twicc as thick as
any similar stries." (Laughter.) If they
wvere allowed ta go on like that, they wauld
soon be seiiing noveis by the yard-as saime
authors wrate them-(aughter)-and they
would be annotincing new spring shades in
poetry or prose in shades warranted ta
wvash. (Laughter.) Aiter ail, they could
carry the wvar into tht drapers' country and
have a drapery an nex-(aughter) -and sel
gioves and stockings in two volumes, and
havc new editians ai parasols and pyjamas.
(Laughter.) But since there ivas a good in
ail things evil, ]et them hope that the
drapery business might be af value to themn
ail, and that the drapery shop wauld be a
half-way bouse ta the boakseller's, because
at presenit tht Britishi public did not regard
books as a necessity at aIl, but as scon as
the British hausewife learned ta look an
them, as an ribbons and chemises, she wvould
, onsidtr that no household was complete
without them. (Laughter.)


