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WALL PAPER AND DECORATIONS.

‘BIG PROFITS IN OANADIAN MAPLE
wO0O0D.

l N Canada we have the best hard maple in

the warld.  The mer in mamy distnicts

spends part of his winter cntting it and sell-
ing it for firewood. Hes qutehappy of here-
alizes &1 to 83, or pethaps £4, acond. This
i a sad waste of one of our greatest natmal
treasures,  Much of o can be more pro-
Atibly used in other wavs,

In the manufacture of wall paper, an in-
dustry constantly growing here and abroad,
hundreds of thousands of 1ollers are used
for printing the sarous patterns.  For every
color in a pattern there 18 a separale roller.
In a single pattern there will be {rom four to
ten ortwelve rollers.  Ihe average-is about
seien.  These mhers are generally used
bt one scason, and as there are thousands
of different patterns it is casily seen what a
Jarge number are nsed each vear in the
States and Europe as well as in Canada

These-rollers are made of the very best
hard maple, the very kind that Canada pro-
dluces better than any other country in the
world.  In the rough they are 194 or23y
mches long. The end is 5 or 6 inches
square. according to the size of roller re-
quired.  Oaly the most perfect vwood can
be used The
ends are painted to prevent the wood diyving
faster with the grain than across it I is
then allowed to stand for three or four years.
By tlus time it 1s thoroughly seasoned. This
is all the Iabor put upon 1.

it is rul inta these <res.

Now glance at the prices.  Good maple
in this form, after being properly seasoned,
brings 3o to 73c. per rough block, Ina
cord itis iigured there would be abouwt 440
Blocks, counting them 20 inches long, At
sor. this 1s ever $220 per cord, considerably
better than $1 or £4 a cord, which they got
for firewoord.

OF course, there 15 consuderable expense.
But is there not ample return for the outlay ?
The blocks must be sawn the proper size.
They must be stored for four years, during
whach tune there is no return for the money
Many of the blocks will crack in
the seasoning process,  Supposc ondy one
eord in five isperfect.  Over-estimate all
these-eapenses and there 1+ sl an enor-
mous proit. Why should the Canada
farmer an. woodaman not have the benefit
of that profit

nvested.

Nor should we stop here The blocks
warned ready for the wall paper manufactur-
ers tring sull higher prices. A haole is bored
lengthways through the black At cach end
a small metal nng s ntted  The block.is
then-tuned to a-crcamderen e of 12, 15, or
21 inches.  In this state they will bring on

an average £t per roller on the New York
miarket.  These figures are not conjecture,
but are prices actually paid within the Jast
vear and a half,

The United States is alive to the value of
tlis trade. A little over a year ago, | saw
at New York Harbor over 5.000 of these
blorks for the British market. The demand
1s there, and itis Canada’s place to supply
i, We have the best wood for the purpose
that can be found anywhere. Already |
know of two men.in Canaila who have done
something in this-line. One of them has
recaved three large orders from England at
3o0r. per block, green. Of course, they keep
it qmet.  We know of onctown in Ontario
which has been shipping for some years, but
we doubt if anvone but the shipper knows
for what purposc the blocks-are used or the
profit there is in them.

All that is wanted then is-some person
properly situated to take the matter up—to
getin touch-with-the-foreign-manufacturers,
This is in Sir Richard Cartwright's-depart-
ment.  Considerable push is necessary at
first. When once the trade is started, the
superior quality of our maple will do the
rest. 1T this matter receives the attention
which it merits, it would represent in our
exports to the United Kingdom and the
United States a very respectable figure, and
prove a valuable income to many of our
farmers, who are now literally putting money
in the fire,

A considerable quantity of maple blocks
are similarly treated each year for use in
mangles. These must be of first-class wood,
but are not necessacdly as perfect as the
wall paper rollers.

Evervone who reads this must not begin
the manufacture of printing rollers. The
market would soon be oversupplied. In
Jocalities where an excellent quality of
maple is plentiful, it is reasonable to expect
a very much greater profit by handling the
wood in this way than by selling it as fire-
wood.
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THE TARIFF AND WALL PAPER

The tanffi commission has not heard
from the Canadian wall paper factories
yet, though many other industrieshave pre-
sented their case.  Canadian wall paper-has
done very well in the home marketin recent
years, and the imports from abroad have
diminished, as our-own factorics ‘met every
demand for medium and cheap grades.  In
the finer lines the present duties do-not keep
out foreign makes, and our factories have
to compete with eutside.  The competition
has kept pices down, and the present scale
of prices allows of the poorest home being

finished with tasteful paper.  Thi ang.
ment of cheapness applies as well w (he
lower grade as to expensive papers  Np
large fortunes have been made in manufae.
turing wall paper in this country. and the
question, therefore, before the tanil framen
will be largely one of evpediency and fact,

If on enquiry the consumer is not found
to be paying more than he should, and the
value to the country in wages paid, mateml
used, ete,, warrmuts a continuance of the
duty, it will doubtless be maintained. Wali
paper factories, besides the amount ex-
pended-in wages. Canadian-matenal, o,
also pay out a large sum in freights.  Ther
raw material is heavier, or as heavy, asthe
finished product, and the freight rates on
paper, and on colors, which oiten come in
liquid state, mean a good deal of busmes
to the railways,

There are dealers who -would favor a cut-
ting down of the present duty, because they
are free-traders, Their position s consist-
ent, and their opinion entitled to respect. It
is understood, however, that the presenmt
Government-intend-next year to deal nith
the tariff rather as a business matter than
an issue-between free trade and piotection.
They want to_ get as much revenue s pos-
sible-without crippling the domest’c indus-
tries.  Later on, perhaps, they may be in-
clined to go further, but at present, so their
friends say, itis desirable to be modermte,

No change is, therefore, anticipated, as
far as we can learn, in the wall paper duty.
The rate at present s 35 percent. on brown
or white blanks, prirted on plain ungrounded
paper, in 8-yard rolls, and 1 4¢ per roll
and 25 per cent. on other imported lines.
The duty paid in 1895 was aver $£50,000.

NEW MACHINERY IN MESSRS. STAUNTON &
€0.'s FACTORY,

An entire change in the system of rolling
the paper has just been-made at the wall
paper factory of M. Staunton & Co., To-
ronto. The rolling of wall paper, owing to
its fragile nature. has always been recog-
nized as a difficult operation, and anything
that reduces the danger of breaks or other
small injurics to a minimum is a deaded
improvement.  The old system took the
paper direct from the racks to-the machines
which made it up into small rolls. This
necessitated rolling at a-highrate of speed,
and in spite of great care it was sometimes
impossible-to prevent damage to the paper.
In order-to do away with this difficulty, the
Messrs. Staunton have gone in for-an entire
change, and have fitted up their factory with
the new patent-double-winding -system com-
prising the latest improved machinery for
the purpose. By the new-process the paper
15 taken from the drying racks and carefully
wound into largebundles by the winding



