BOOKS AND NOTIONS. . 5

Norsemen gavo the name of Helluland, the Land of l At this juncture Thorhall suddenly disappeared, and
Tlat Stones. Again they put to sew, and again, aftor | men were out threo days looking for lum. On the
two days with & north wind, they found land, this , fourth day Karlsefni and Bjarni found him on a crag.
time covered with forest. To it they gave the name , He was gazing up into tho air ; eyes and mouth and
Markland, oy Wouedland, and an island off’ the coast, | nostrils were strotched wide open ; he scratched and
whero they found a bear, they called Bear Isle. Two | pinched himself, and recited something whoso pur-
days from Markland they once more saw land, and | port they could not catch. When they asked him
doubling a cape, with the land on tho starboard, ; why he was there, he replied, curtly, that it was no
they sailed along the coast, which they found a suc- | concern of theirs ; that they nved not bo astonished,
cession of barren stretches of sand. To this coast | and that he had lived so long that there was no
they gave the name of the Marvel Strands. It is, | necessity for them to givo him advice, They, how-
porhaps, to be idcutified with Nova Scotia. Beyond | ever, induced him to return with them. A short
the strands the land was out up by bays, and, sa- time after, a whalo of an unknown species drifted
choring in one of them, a Scotch man and woman, ; ashore, and the inen cut it up and cvuked it for food ;
whom Karlsefni had on board as thralls, were sent to | but ail except Thorhall were made ill by it. Ho evi-
the south, with instructions to return at tho ond of | dently considered the whale a gift of the gods, for he
three days and report what they had seen. At tho | exclaimed, *1Ts it not so that the Red-Bearded is
end of the appointed time the messengers came back , mightier than your Christ? This I now have for the
with bunches of grapes and ears of wheat, which , poem which I mado abvut my patron, Thor. Seldom
they had found growing wild. They again set sail | has he failed me.” When his comrades heard tlus,
toward the south, and ran up into a fiord, at the | however, thoy cast the whale meat away in horror,
mouth of which was an island, which they called | and, in the quaint words of the Saga, ‘‘ turned for
Stream Isle, from the currents which swept around | help to God’s mercy.” Their prayer secins to have
it.  Upon the island so many birds unested that one | been answered, for there was henceforth no lack of
could scarcely step without crushing the eggs. On | food until spring. On all sides they obtained plenty
the shores of the fiord, called by them Stream Fiord, | to eat : on the mainland by hunting, and on the sea
they decided to settle, and unloaded their ships. | by fishing.
* There were mountains there,” says the Saga, ““and ; After the winter was ended it was decided to con-
it was fair round about to see.” Where Strcam Fiord | tinuo their journey. Thorhall was to go north, and
really was is scarcely to be determined from the | endeavour in that way to find Vinland, which, it
meagre details furnished by the Saga. It may have | seoms, they considered not yet to have been dis-
been on the coast of Muine or of Massachusetts. j covered. Karlsefni, on the contrary, was to go fur-
In the account of the setting out of the expedition | ther south, as it was thought that the further they
the only one of the party whose personality is de- | went in that direction the more land they would find.
gscribed at all in detail is one Thorhall, who bore the ; Thorhall, accordingly, prepared to set out with a
additional title of ¢ the huntsman.” Thorhall had | crew of nine men. One day when he was engaged in
been for a long time in the service of Eirik as hunts- | carrying water from the land to the ship, he stopped

man and house-steward. ¢ He was a man,” says the
Saga, ‘¢ of great stature, dark and uncanny. He was
rather old, morose in disposition, melancholy, usu-
ally taciturn, double-dealing, foul-speaking, and
ready to take the wrong side. He had associnted
himself little with the true faith since it came to
Greenland. Thorhall was not very popular, although
Eirik had long taken his advice. He was upon the
ship with Thorvald, because he was well acquainted
with the uninhabited parts of Greenland.” Thorhall
has evidently fared worse at the hands of the Saga-
teller than he deserves, and the reason is doubtless
that he had refused to accept Christianity with the
rest. That he was trustworthy is shown by the con-
fidenco reposed in him by Eirik, and by the fact that
he was afterward entrusted with the command of a
ship to go on an exploring expedition. In the de-
scription of him here given there is little to conform
to one's ideal of a poet.

After the Norsemen had settled for the winter at |

Stream Fiord, they did nothing but explore the land.

They found plenty of grass for thewr cattle, but a
hard winter came on, for which they had made no

to drink, and recited this verse, which he doubtless
composed on the spot :—

¢ Q‘;loth they when hither I came,

Wielders they of the clashing weapons,
Here could I find drink of the best.

{Foul to speak of my folk little bescems me.)
Yet the gud of the helmet becomes

Bearer of water-butts here.
It is truer I creep to the spring

Than wine o’er my beard has ¢’er trickled.”

They afterward put to sea, but before they hoisted
the sail Thorhall again recited a verse :—

Let us fare back again where
Y.ive our own lands-men ;
Let the sea falcons knowing
Seek the ship courses broad ;
While, fear-shy, yet here bide
Warriors cooking the whale-steak,
Men they who lands here find
Mete to them on the Marvel Strands,” *

* The requirements of the versification are that every

; couplet shall cuntain une set of alliteration and two sets of

assonance.  The alliterative set cunsists of the threefold use
s initial either of the same consonant or of any vowel, Tho
alliterative sound must occur but once in the first member

provision, and food became scarce, and both hunting | of the couplet, and twice in the sccond member; the only
and fishing failed. Hoping to better their condition, | requirement as to position being that the first word of the
they went over to the island opposite the fiord, with | secund line of the couplet must begin with it. Assonance
tho oxpactation of thozo inding ood of tomo kiud ;| cotta o tho kv o vowsl i bl e
N ( .
})z:lr::s.h\?e,l;n Ot‘:v‘{tf}:eiﬁgfd !3}123285;1:2315:1 eggag}xo .?2;2; | of assonance the assonant sound occurs in any word, but
. , ; 2,

A | only once in the first member of the couplet, and in tho first
called upon God to send them something for food 3 wosd of the second member. . In the second set tho nssonant

but the answer came not 8o quickly as they wished.” . sound occurs in the last word of the couplet and in any pre-



