
ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

treatmenit nxay be counted upon to restore the function o! the part, not
nieessarily the joîint, xnlostcopte.

I shahl be obliged to tak'e a litie time to discuss' the etiology- of the(
varionis types of iniftetioîis arthiritis and will endeavor, to briing before
youi thle chiaracter of Ille chlanges which ak place ini joinits affected by
dfifferen1t and frequently' inideterminiate inifections ain the truatimneut
whichl, from ani orthopedic point o! vieýw, i8 xnost clearly ind(icated.

It is not possible, als was formlerly thle case, to ent1irely ignlore
etiology in these caises, thlougli we muelit admit, evenl now, thiat veýry înal
Urnles it la impossible t<o determine it accurately. Tuibercuflosis; as an1
in1ftetiois, cause for arthritis is in a class by its(,If. (Tonorrheal infe-
tionli as ailway' s hield a proinient place alonig tlle e'tiologie factors vn-
terilig juito joint lesionis. In1 fact, the' gonoc'occuis lias hiad ascribed to it
a Mpcfciyi the etiologie rôle second oily to that o! the tubercle
b)acillus, and that with iiiieh less ground for the assumption. Striep-
tococcie. inifectionis through thie tonsils and as sequc(loe o! streptococcýie
infec(tionis iii othier parts o! thie bodly, e.g., the uteurus, are quiit, ecomi-
mo,1 thouigli it is not alaspossible to prove that a giveni joint infe-
lion la o! streptococcic oigin. Colon and other inifectionis fron thle
gastrointestitial tract, are even more ditTicult o! demonstratioti, Asso-
eisted with Riggs' disca-se thvre is niot inrqetya polyarthlritis (lu-
pendenIt uipon the absorption o! toxiins from suippuiration about flic roots
ptfi teth Inflammations o! flic antlrum and othe(r amnuses ini con-

neltion withi the. upper aiir passages are occaionlytesa !itan
11natory processes o! un1certain, bacteriologice origin, for which there Îs
iadlequate drainage, and consequently the possibility o! toxic absorp-

Tliere is considerable uncertainity, thierefore, as to tic specifleity o!
bacteria seemingly the cause o! joint infections. There la but l'ittie
dJefinitely known as to the sources o! the infections within the body !rom
wbidi thiese joint involvenients mnay take place. W. are uncertain whe-
ther the supposed infection la due to bacteria themeselves or to the pro-
ducts o! tlieir lif.c history-toxins. Neither can we determine certainly
*Iiether toxins are eonveyed fromi the reservoir whiere they are miadel
t. the. joints where they produce their lesiona, or whetber they operate

mhog orne intermiediate proeess, as la apparently the case with
gyphilitie virus ini its production o! the joint changes o! tabes. Thiere
is much t. be learned in this conneetion before we shall b. in a position
to understand all the. etiologie phenornena of polyarthritis.

P'rom a study o! the. grass pathology o! arthritic lesions during
iebut litti. informnation can b. obtained regarding the kçind o! in-

fcinprimarily responsible for the. lesions. The eharaeteristies o! tii.
aeute changes are nat those of the chronie, and when they have passed
out o! their acute stage, whatever there rnay have been that wss path-


