
TUE CANADA LANCET.

the purpose of robbery. Expecting to find bis victiin abed, lie took wii

hin -a bottie of chloroformn, witli the intention cf deepening the unco:

eous1s of sleep, so, that lie eould pursue bis selieme of robbery unm

lested. The robber met witli unexpeeted. resistance and the romr of t]

vietîm gave evidence of a desperate struggle. The old mnan fouglit liai

The bed and walls cf the room were splashed wîth blood and the carp

was soaked. The victim was fou-nd dead by the police with fluger inar'

en bis tliroat, three etits on his liead; his jaw disloeated and a rag soak4
ini chioroforin jammed down his throat.

Two medical mnen were found by the defeuce who were willing

go on tlie stand and testify that the old man died of natural causes ai

that the assault was not the cause of his death. One of these exper
described as an elderly pbysieian by the press (N. Y. limes, Augu

31st), admitted that lie had not made an autopsy in thirty years. 'F.

Dame is not to, be found in the fortlicoxning "Green Book." From wb

depths of obseurity lie was dragged by the defence does net appear

the evidence. The otlier physician, aithough, not a member of t

001unty Society, îs a graduate of sixteen years' standing of a reputal

institution. In tlie face of thie evidence tliat the old man had tliree et

on thie liead, a dislocated jaw and a ehloroform soaked rag tbrust do,

bis tliroat, this "expert" testified tliat lie was positive tliat death j

sulted naturally from inyccarditis, the position of the body in deu

proving this te his complete satisfaction. 11e was alse certain that

person could flot die of asphyxiation. and at tlie same tiine bave bleedi
-wounds. 11e persisted that he would remain of this. opinion even if 1
eliloroform soaked eloth wlidl the murderer had slioved dewu the ýv
tim's throat had shut off his breath.

It is net often tliat we are Éônfronited wiîth se atrecieuis an xm
cf the evils cf our present system of expert testimnony. Uedieal men 1
unfortunately toc apt te look favoral]y on tlie side wbieli surm(

thein te testify, but it is very seldom th)at they do not bave at kaw

colorable excuse for their testimony. The evidence cf tliese t,0 v
nesses was a Joke, a sorry joke, a most humiliating jeke, absolut

unique in its grim humer and gYrotesquieness. The old n'an was savag

assaulted and cbcked te death. Yet, alter ail, two medieai l
were found by tlie defence wlio were willing te miake tliemselves ri

culous and disgrace the prof4essýion in the eyes cf ail mnen by .insistý

that the poor strangled. vietimn of a mnurdlerous young tliug (lied of~
tural causes, The mmnd revoits a)t such perversion and thie blush~
shame rises to the cheek cof every mnan te wlicm the bener cf the proi
sien is dear. But wliat is te be donc? Is tbere ne rernedy fori,


