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Q~rrespondente. This atmosphere must be produced artificially inhot climates, as the chief essential to the recovery

YELLOW FEVER AND ITS CAUSES. of yellow fever patients. A yellow fever climate is
exactly opposite to that cold, aqueous, mountainTo the Editor Of the CANADA LAxczr. vapor of the Highlands of Scotland, which is soSiR.--The following letter appeared in the conducive to health and to a blooring complexion.

H5a/fax Chronide, August 9th. In connection with a changed atmosphere to act"The miserable defect of any clear and con- on the patient through the lungs, baths instantsistent view of the causes of this disease induces me upon attack, and frequent afterwards, will be ob-to publish an idea formed from an early acquaint- viously beneficial as operating through the skin onance with some of its features in Antigua, in the the depraved functions, and tending directly andWest Indies. There, certainly, it has arisen as an indirectly by the aqueous vapor rising from them,epidemic among the British troops, at irregular in- to correct the vitiated blood. The fact mentionedtervals without being imported. To ignore this by Dr. Read, of the immunity from yellow fever ofcertanty is to be ignorant of evervthing most signal one hundred and fifty boys who bathed regularlyin relation to the disease. But te obscurity which once or twice a day, at Mr. Hammersley's floating
snrati mvolve i sesaises, I think, frmv nepre bath, strongly supports my view. Frequent bathing
stilg involves Its causes arises, I think, fron ne pre- would on my theory be prophylactic, as well as re-
vailing eiror which always clouds the subject. medial during the prevalence of an atmosphericalEverybody nows that it is a disease of hot epidemic. The one thing needful for escape from
climates, and that a certain degree of cold cecks the disease would be an abundance of cool aqueous
the prevalence of the disease. But of the two vapaur. Heavy rains in the West Indies sweepother atmospherical conditions which conduce to apour. He i i the WestId sweepgenerate the disease, one has not been sufficiently away an epidemnic which has lasted through drygeprcated d the , other hasno been sunt nly s-brilliant weather. This fact noticed by my father,
appreciated, and the other has been entirely mis- Dr. Musgrave, of Antigua, who wrote on the diseasetaken. 

after experience of several epidemics, points to theClimatic conditions everywhere are always thre'e sane conclusion. I venture to urge the use of
al. T cdo faroblocks of ice in the sick rooms to give off cold
i. The condition of heat or cold is indicated bY vapour, in order to cool, to rarefy, and ta make

the thermomneteri 
humid the air inhaled, and I beg you by inserting2. The condition ab density or rarity (weight or this letter in your journal to give publicity to this

lightness) is ifldicated by the barometer. sgetýn3. The condition of humidity is measured by the gg am, Sir, yours etc.,hygrometer. (The opposite poles of this third axis I aSr usec
are dryness and moisture.) Salisbury, N.S. URNTHORN MUSGRAVE.Now, with regard to the second condition-viz:
the density or rarity of air-it is known in Jamaica To the Editor of the CANADA LArcet.that the density of hot air aggravates the danger of SIR,-I am very much pleased to observe theyellow fever. A certain elevation-about three discussion in reference to the Treasurership of thethousand fet-is said to be " above the fever Medical Council. This is one of those questionslevel." 

that requires to be ventilated in the columns of theBut as ta the third point-of humidity-I write LANCET, and you deserve the thanks of the profes-ta dclare that a constant error has precluded a sion for giving it the publicity it merits. How-right view of the concurrent causes which produce ever agreeable it may be to the present occupant,the disease. Instead of humidity being a cause of and advantageous to the medical school of whichyellow fver, it is the absence of aqueous vapor that he is thë president, I can assure you his action iscauses it. ot air, drY and condensed, inhaled for not endorsed by the profession generally in thisany protracted period, is the predisposing cause of part of the country. Several medical men who arethis disease, and therefore an atmosphere of cold firm friends of Dr. Aikins, have expressed theiraqueous vapor is te remedial condition indicated. surprise that he should hold on to the office, while


