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OKNE ivho endeavors to kccp up with the niedical literature of the
day can scarcely fail to be ini-.pressed, wýith the attention being
given to the subject of abnorimally high -vascular tension. Two
decades ago the text-books hardly nentioned it, or did so casually,
as a carious phenomienon; now it seems to engage the attention
of the leading cliuicians, the meni whose articles are always too
important to be ncglected. As a, type of the puiblications the
writer lias in mind niay be nîentioned the -fne address given by
Osborne at the Section on Pharmiacology two years ago.

AbnormiaI vascular tension is a danger sigynal, directing
attention to the presence of somne condition that is irritating flic
beart, cxiigit to, -ndue action, or* increasing its labors to an
abnormal extent. Thc cause is some agent that dircctly irritates
the -waliis of the arterioles adcapillaries, increasing their con-
tractile force, or else produices such iiucreased contractility through
irritations of the nervou-s centres, or the nerve trunks. The dif-
ferentiation is yet to lie miiaG*e, and probably will wait tili a new
Virchowv arises to redirect teninto the study of celi function,
and the painfully slow progrcss of physiology, pat.hology and
toxicology enables 11s to recognize the disorderinig efrccts of ecd
toxie principle.

Wherever thc action may be cxerted, w~e know\ that the
.,vymptoni is due to the circulation of certain toxic inatters in thc
blood, toxins introduced fromn -vithout, generated in the bodv, ini
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