
PHYSICIAN AND PREGNANT PATIENT.

premature labor or the begetting of weak and sickly offspring
whose insufficient hold on life renders post-natal existence imi-
possible, or so handicaps the new-born with constitutional de-:
feets that it is unable successfully tso struggle against external
conditions and therefore perishes from the first extra strain
imposed by sickness or disease.

In order that both mother and child may receive that'
attention which is their due, every gravid woman should.
be under the care and direction of a competent phy-
sician during t' whole nin,î months of pregnancy. She-
should be told what to eat and wear, how to rest
and exercise, and what attention should be given to
bodily functions and cleanliness, in order that her own wel-
being may be maintained and the health of her future offspring
established. Every physician is aware that, while most of the
disturbances of pregnancy are but temporary and insignificant,
depending either on reflex action or the pressure of the enlarg'
ing womb upon surrotnding organs and parts, the entire relief
of -which may be impossible as long as the cause remains, yet
that t.here are other symptoms of most serious iinport which.
arise insidiously,-tbe tlreatening evils of which may be antici-
pited and forestalled.

The importance of examining every -woman during the later
months of pregnancy cannot be exaggerated. A knowledge of
the pelvic, contents, the presence or absence of adventitious
grow'tbs, and the approxiinate size of the bony canal, forewarns
the physician as to possible difficulties, or the impossibility of
labor, and, by a careful study of each case, enables him to de-
termine the necessity for intervention either before or at the
tine of delivery. Pelvimctry is easily and quickly accom-
plished, and while it may furnish only relative information re-
garding the size of the pelvie canal, it serves to make the know-
ledge of the case more certain, and in that way fulfils its
purpose.

In a recent case where there were no symptoms, examination
revealed the prescnce of a dermoid cyst firmly adherent and se
blocking the pelvic brim as to render engagement of the child's
bead impossible. The wonan was quickly and sucessfully de-
livered b CSzsarean section, and the. tumor removed, with
happy outeome to both mother and child.

"Foreknowledgce absolute," as Milton calls it, places the phy-
sician at once at an advantage with himse1f, the patient and the
possibilities to come.

On the other band, the practitioner will do well to remember
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