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the wishes of a great portion of our veaders in this arrange-
ment, we feel confident their benefit will be better consulted
by presenting, as much as possible, Dr. Beck’s own ideas
which happily seldom if cver, afford room for eritieism or
even illustration, although »ur limits compel us to be mere

concise. AR - PP 4

The clmpter on ‘woiinds t.n'z.'tl‘ze ?icz’ng Izé}lg/, deserves our
carlicst attention, as it may tend to throw somie Fight on the
various (uestions which may occasionnally present thems-
selves in the several departments of the ecience under
consideration. The term Wouxp, in legal medieine, is
understood to comprise all kinds of accidents, such as bruises,
contusions, fractures, dislocations, &e. &c. The cases of
recovery from the most dreadful wounds, and instances of
death from apparently slight ones, may influence the medical
witness in urging that a dangerous wound has proved fatal
through igaorance or neglect. Here Dr. Beck says: ¢ Such
power is too extensive Tand too important to be «r‘:mted to
every meuical witness, .md whatever we take from his h.mds,
and refer to sound prmcxple; and general ‘rules, is a solid
guin to the cause of truth and j Justice.”

A wound may not he mortal by itself, but become so I)y
accident, and ticd dersd, thus, a small portion of the omen-
tum, or the fat of the intestine, may so placeitself in the
mouth of a wounded blood-vessel in the belly, as to prevent
a hcemorrhage, while, if not thus obstrueted, it wonld be
mortzl. Bohn remarks thatit has never been demonstrated,
and indeed in the nature of things it can never be proved,
that a wound from which there is a recovery, is precisely
similar to one which has proved fatal, although externally,
they may be similar in every respect. In the one case, there
can be no dissection to prove its nature, and, in the ;)ther,
there may have been many peculiar circamstances not atten-
dant on the former, This observation is in itself a sufficient



