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to bc candid 1 cannot give my mind to sucli a Notes fromn the "101d Dominion.",
dry subject as business. I have tried ; but who RCMNV. af lcould think seriously whilst a party of pretty RIHMND Va., Jansm ie ic ypil IT,
won.en were bustling to anci fro, or peeping Iat emlas d be n o tsnerice. Othy penci e's
over shoulders ta see wvhat one is writing ? 'Sanie havst employe ouin y serice. th1her dut
men nîay bc able to lceep cool under sudsi hatver ofli>' opied mny te thtInduae hid
circunistances, but I cannot--and, what's more, but erlittl-rien opportniy tovindulge any
I don't want ta. Why, I should soon become cc!er.riedivhcnîy aepoesd
a niiserable misanthrope were it flot for cheerful n me. But now I have secured a few moments in
canspany, and the soothing influences exercised which to d~rop you a fewv lnes, ta 'vish yau a
upon mie by tliat excited littie minx in tise pale ".Happy New Year," (if flot toa late,) and to
blue mob-cap-that piece of pert prettiness give you an item or two of news froni this sec-
stand!;ig an tip-toe that she nîay properly stir tion of the world.

that strange but savory mixture she is preparing The reports whichi we hear Of encouraging
for nîy Christmas dinner. revival in trade in nearly every section of the

Chatter, chatter, chatter!1 Oh ! hosv the country, finds 15o echo in aur neighhborhaod.
ladies' tangues can wag. I can hevar a confused Whiie it is true, I believe, that more job work
jumble of orders and advices; but what it ail has been dane in this city during the past six
means I knaw not. It nîighit be a revival of months than for the same periad of beverai
sanie pre-hîstaric tangue. Sure enaugh, it isn't years past, yet there are so many smnaii
French; it daesn't sound like Russian, Germais, offices (amateur and professional) campeting
Turkishi, or any other miodern language; aud for the svork, ansd it is taken at such ruinously
in sure it can't be svhat is called a 1 dead " iowv prices, that no one is benefited. Ta lookers.

lauguge-it's far tau lively for that ta be pos on, wha have no direct interest in the matter,
sible. it lias long been a source of surprise that the

"lTzat's English, anyway" exelaini I, as I empiaying printers of the city did nat unite in
hear theni shaut, in shrill unisan, "lHere they an effort ta induce the Municipal Govern.
came 1" nient ta put a camparatively heavy license tix

1 jump up ta find aut what can be tise usatter, upon printing offices, and thereby break up ail,
just ira tume ta hear a hast of Ilkisssounds," or neariy ahl, the "lane-horse " offices, which
followed by a clatter of thick-shod feet up the ar navriigamstpoial lss of
steps. Goodness graciaus l Why, here's the wvark. The "regular" offices could wvell afford
children caming home froni suihool ! Oh, vell! ta pay a tax of, say $100, in order ta secure
I suppose I must put up wvith it ; but, farewvell this end. They wvould make mare maney, and
svork for a tume. These young speciaîs %vil] would be far better able ta keep up the standard
soon disperse niy every idea ; and, if I dan't of workmanship.
look, ont, they wvill also make hasli of ail 1 Little ib being doue in this city, this winter,
have written-just as if I had flot made hasls in tise way of book work. TIse State Legisia.
enaugi of it already. ture naov having biennial sessions, and this being

"Here they came! As thaugh 1 didn't "loff " year, but little State svork is being doue.
know they wvere here, hy their chsatter anti Among aur nesvspapers, there have been but
lauglhter ! And wvhat a din they niake. Oh, fewv changes recently. Tise .Soudhern Zztd/i-
lor! I knaw I sfhan't have any peace, naw; s0 gencer (sveekly,> wvhich lias been rather weak
I may as wsell desist frans ny task, or very soon froni its birtis, is dead. Two news monthlies
I shall nat get a chance ta talk of business or have been started: T'he Southerun Pulpit, edited
anything eIsc, mucii less wvisli nsy readers-as by tsva ministers of this city, and tise Crusaar,
I do, at thib, the lust apportunity I shall have a sixteen-page paper, devated ta the interesb
this side of New Year's Day-a Mâerrie Xnsas, of a temperance reforni, and edited by Dr. M'.
with appetite ta enjay tIse Xmas fowl, and W. Bennett, President of Randolps Nacon
health ta take advantage of thse apportunities College.f
for gaad, I trust, wvill occur ta theni in what, if Tnie Dù.patelt printed their usuai double
my wvill wvere law, should prove ta theni "A A
Hearty, Happy, Prosperaus Nev Vear." number an the îst inst., briniful of useful inf-)r-

Vours truly, FRED. J. PRaU'rING. ,xnatian and statistics of the city for tise pastyear.


