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çverevery part of the globe. Wo have the mnoet pregnant proof of the impor-
tance -I' PfflSontology* in rectit3ig n epdin( iMens deduce& from recent
zoology of the geographical limite of partieular forms of anitnais, by the reaulte
of its application to the proboacidian or elephantine fatiily. But aucli retrospec-
tive viewvs of life in remote periods, iii rnany important instances, confirm. the
,zoologiai.ts deductions of the originaily reqftictedl range of particular forme of
mammnaliau litè. The sum of ail the evi6, --ce froin the fossil world ini Australia
proves its inatnmnalian population to have been esscntially the saine in pleisto-
cene, if not pliocene timnes, as now; only represented, as the Edentate mnimmals
in South Ainerica were then reprcaented by more numierous genera, and anuch
more gigvantic species, than now exist. Bot Geology lias revealed more important
and unexcpected facts relative to the marsupial type of quadropeda. lu tic mîo.
cene and tocene tcrt:ary deposits, marsupial fossile of the Anierican genua Pidel-
phys have been founci, both in France and Euglaud ; and they are associated witb
Tapirs like tnit of America. In a more aucient geological period reinis of
marsupiais, sone, insectivorous, as Spalacotheriunî and Triconodon, othera with
teeth like the peculiar premolars in the A-istralian genus IIypsipromnus, have
been founid iii the uppei )olite of the Ilie of lPurbeck. Iu tic lower oolite at
Stoneaficid, Oxfordslîre, marsupial reniains liave becu found lmaving their neareat
living represeotativea in tic Australian gez.cra Myrniccobi.s and Dasyurus. Thus
it would secai, that the deeper we penetrate the earth, or, ini other words, the fur.
ther we recede in time, the more compietely are we absolved froni the preacat
laws of geographical, distribution. lu coinpariug the mnammnalian fossils found in
Britishi pleistoceue and pliocene beds, -we liave oiten to travel to Asia or Africa for
their homologues. In the mniocene and eocene strata sonie fossile oceur which
compel us to go to Anierica for tlie nearest representativcs. To inaL :h the miam-
mahian reniains froin the Englieli oolitic formations, wve must bring species from
the Antipodes. Timese are troly moat suggestive fadas. If the preseut lawé of
geograpmical distribution dcpend, in an important degrec, upon tho preimt, con-
%1guration aud position of coitinents and islands, -what a total change in #Aie geo.
graphical eharaeter of th.e earth's surface muet have taken place since thie IlStones-
field slite7" ias cieposited in what now formas the County of Oxfordshirel1 These
and the lhke considerationa from the modifications of geographical distribuion. of
particuilar forma or gr-mups of animais, warn us how inaciequate must bu the plie-
nomena connccted 'with the present distribution of land and sen, to guide to the
determnination, of the primary ontological divisions of the eartla's surface. Some
of the latest contributions to this xaost intercsting brandli of natural history have
beeni the resuàt of cudeavours to determine whether, and howv many, distinct ere-
ations of plants and auniais have taken place. But i wvouid salimit that the dis-
covery of two portions of the globe, of whichi the respective Faunze aud Floroe
are différent, by no e nus aifords the requisite basis for coûcluding as to distinct
ncta of crecatiÏon. Sucli conclusion is associated, perbiapa unconseioosly, with tic
ideti of the ]iistorical date of creativc acnta. it, presupposca (bant the portion of the
globe so inivestigateci by thic botanist and zoologist lias been a separate, and prima-
tive crcationi,-that its geographical Iimiits and features are still in the main ivhat
the-y -wcre -whcn thie creative liat went forth. Mut gcology bias denionstratcd %bat


