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case it is net se, and we can give a naine te the unknown j quite certain, however that in many parts of the globe
relation. As a blow suddenly and distinctly strikes the the tirst iron known to the inhabitants was a meteorie
body, se a thought suddonly and distinctly .suyggsts itsclf te produt- as, for example, in Mexico, where iren had nover
the mind. 1,«n srnclted* the Indians of Toinea, cmployed for making

(To e cotinud,)thcir agricultural impioments meteorites, which had fallen
in very largo numbers in that district; in Siberia the

_______Jakuts aise use similar iron for their weapons ; and in tho
British museumn thero can be seen a harpeen and rude

Mect e o r i ts. knife, frem the Esquimaux ef Western Groenland, formcd
of pieces of meteorites flattcned eut and fixed in bone

The phenomona which meot the student of nature are handies.")
of greater intercst than these connected with the fali upen. Iu historie times the Chinese were the first te study
Our cartb of the remarkable bedies which are known as meteerie phienemena, and their astrenomical literaturo,
imeteerites." This subjeet has recently been very ably centains the record ef moteers observed during more than

discussed by the weil-knewn Mineralegist, IDavid Forbes, twe theusand four hundred years. Tho Grok and Roman
in a lecture delivered at St. Georgo's ilall, London, who writers paid littie attention te natural phonomena, but,«a
put together in a connected ferrn ail the leading facts few seattered notices of ineteorie fails are te ho found in
which are as% yot knewn with regard te the nature and their works. lIn the oarly part of the Christian ora and
source of meteorites. By Ilmeteorites " or Il erolites " during the middle nges, at least in Europe, the records of
are understood such nieteors as have at varions turnes the fiali of meteorites are te, the last extent scauty, and
falion dewn upon the oarth, and which have tlins affordcd only sorne seventy fails are noted up te the yoar 1500,
us tho means of dotermining their ehiemical and pbiysical only a single eue of which is now reprosentod by tho
nature. It bas been long known that such bodies in their actwal stone whieh feil. This single spocimen feli at
descent towards tho earth present tliernsc1ves in the form Ensishejini iu Alsace, and was for three hundrcd yoar8
of bails of fire, or tako the appearanc of' what would hung up by a chain. in the church of that place. lIt was
popuiarly ho understeod by the toi-in Il uictcor." lIt is earried off during the Freneh revolution, and piocos wero
flot, however, by any means certain that ail these lumi- breken off it ; but the main body of the stone ivas ultima-
lneus bedies which wo term meteors are truly due te the teiy returned te Ensisheim, wvhere it stili romains.
thdl of moteorites. it bas, however, been proved that For a long period, even in quito modern times, scientifie
soine meteors are of this nature; and it bas been rendered observers showe(l an extraordinary apathy and scoptieism
Very probable that faliing stars, and even cornets, are as regar-ds hie fitil1 of -racteorites. No interest in this
bodios of a similar if net actuaily identical composition, subject was mnanifbstcd Ly Ilic learnied world till the ycar
differing oniy in the unimpertant particular of size. 'l'lie 1777, whcn tiere arrived iii St. Petersburg the enermous
fail of meteorites has been noticed frein au extrcmicly and celebrated mass of meteorie iron which was diseovered
eariy peried, and, as was te ho expected, was in early.gges lu Siberia by the naturalist Pallas, and which weighed
rogarded with superstitions awe as of an altogethier suýper'- threo quarters of a ton. This famous meteerito gave rise
natural character. Many aerolites have been regarded te "a memoir b'y Cladni, in which ho rnaintained that this
with the highest veneratien, and even worsbipped, by the mass had fallen frein the heavens, an opinion which drow
natives of the regions where they fell ; and they have down upon hlm aimost universal derision. Very shertly
commonly been rcgarded as the harbingers of war, pesti- afterwards, however, several fails of meteerites occurred,
]once, famine, or the death of somo illustrions individual. which were carefülly observed, and whicb set the question
lu parts of Europe aise,' it seems that the curions idea complctely at rest. Chladni's views were thus establishod
prevailod that these visitants from the enter spaces must beyond ail donbt. and scientifie men unanimousiy accepted
Centain iu their interier sorne hidden treasure of great the occasional fa.,lling of masses of stene frein heaven as
price. Accordingly, instances of meteorie Iiuis are record- part of the ordinary course of nature. The feilowing are
ed, evon in this century, "lin which tho spectators, once the chief phenomena whieh accempany the fali of a
rocovered frein the mortai fright oce asioned by the plie- meteorito ;-When seen at night, as ail have observed in
flomenen, have aliowed their cupidity te overcome their watching a falling star, the meteorite appears in tho
Veneratien, by smashing the newly arrived stone idto distance as a more luminons point like, an erdinary star,
fragments, in order te see whether it did net coutain gold becoming larger and larger, as it approachos the spectator,
Or precieus stones within it." ýMir. Forbes, however, till it ultimately looks like a globe of fire surrounded by
thinks that tho pro-historie races might sometimes have a luminous vapour, and having a tail like a comet. lu
Obtained frem meteorites what would ho far more, valua- the day-time, however, the appearance is that of a sm.ail
ble te, thein than goid or silver, namely, iron. Ma2l.ny eloud of singular ferin and celour, whieh often ultirnately
lYlteorites are known te ho composed alrnost w'holly of' bursts wlth a loud explosion. Generally, when tho moteors
lInetallie iron, and ail contala this metal in gireatcr or are of auy size, they burst upen entering our atmosphero
1088 q uantity; se that thero is seme gronnd for 31r. For- seattering their fragments, usually with a, terrifie expie-
bo' belief that Ilthero cannet ho a (loubt as te the moeo- sien, and often te the number of many thousands, over a
rie engin of'the first iren imnplements," and tlîat mieteorie vast ameît, and frequently many miles npart. The noise of
mron was used ages before the art of extracting iron. fromn the explosion is ofteu followed by a whisting sound,
its ores had been perfected. Il Tho iron weaýpons mientie. calise(l by the rush through tue air of the stono or its
lied by Homer as in use at the time cf tle siege cf'Troy, fragments as it descends towards the oarth, iute which it
Borne eloven centuries before the Chr-istia.n era, were miost may bury itself several yard6 if the ground ho seft. If it
Probably mnade frein moteorie iron, whieli would account shou'd f ail upon rock, tho ineteerite mny ho shattered
for the enermous value,' as eompared with otlbe- metals, inte fî'aigmneits, and thero are numerous instances ou
Which was at that early period put upon t hem. We read record in whieb the roofs cf bouses or the docks of ships
in Eastern storios of ma-gie swordts, tbrged fioni ii-on have been penetrated, or in which animais or men have
Which had but recently fallen frem heaven, a maitufiietntre been severelv wýoundcd or killed. Tlîo iight emitted by
'which was im itatod by Captain Soweî'ly, -whio, ;oiie liall meteors is ustnIall3y vemy hright, îînd bas boon variouisly
aCentury age, had eue made of motoorie iiron, and pre oxplained Some Suppose that it is due te the actual

Sented it to the Emperor Alexander, cf Elissig. It its combustion of t.he faliing body ; others suppose that they


