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The Sunrise Klngdoxn ha passcd
throug!1 the period of dawnlng great-
nwe, and to-day alunes, forth brilliantly
as the forcmnost nation of the Orient, and
one of the great nations of the world.
The Mikado, claiming direct descont
tbrougb 1212 M1ikado ancestors-nine o!
whom bave been women ; the first cm-
pmrr, Jinu, havlng founded the crm-
pireUoOB..-has torsikCfl tic traditions
and cusois ofhis ancestorsla &il things
gave religion, and now secks by every
umainhbis power to isake Dai Nippon
athoroughlvcivlizOd country. Itiade-
,voutly hoped and confideiitly be.iievodl
ihatbe wil so fintd that this Is ixnpossi-
bie without makdng it at the sanie tume
a thmrughly Christlanizcd country.

AItbougli there are over 300 Islands
bilonglng to the emapire, only five of
thon (Jncludiflg Formos) bave any
co"sdérable 117, or support a large
populatn TIcam o! tbe empire is
noi about 170,000 square miles, and
tIc pouIatiou neaily 42,000,000. Mie
jsnoe have never becs conqurwxl by

au outide nation, and havehacl but oflo
civil *ar, whch occurred In the Inst cen.
tuT>'.
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Thie aborigines of Japau, the Ainu,
live in tic island of Yezo, or Hokkaido,
and number about 17,000 against 850,-
000 Japtuiese, on the sanie Island. The
Cliurch lisaionary Socicty started work
among thc Ainu in 1878; tie first cou-
'Vert was baptized in 188, and there is
now a church meombcrsbip o! nearly
200. The language lias beea rcduced
to writing, and parts o! the Bible and
other bocks baive bec» translated. The
.Ainu arc small in stature and much
given to drunkennms and attendant
vites ; theY lite in wretchcd little huis,
snd tIc women arc niuch oppregmcd.
Tîrc scbools and a hos-pital =r doig
muncha ho elevate them etahly and anor-
ally, and reieve thepni phyuicsfly.

The Ela is another ancient but de-
gradcd race of Japan, vho, live la many
muait villnges on the aai Island. They
arc ignorant and immnoral, and difficult
o! accem ; butefforts are being made to
readli them bythe Society for the Propa-
galion o! tIc Gospel and others Japan
lias no State religion; but Shintoism.
liaving- 10 sects, is considered Uic mnost
patriotic, and bad, in 1887r, 192,35i9 tei-
îulcs Buddhism As largcly followed,
aind lias 12 mects and 40 crecds, with
71,991 temples. 3Many of the priesta are
ignorant and immoural, and Uic Oove.-n-
ment lma recctly passcd a resolution
t1iat thcy should bc better cducàted.

The conimos people of Japan arc full
o!f supersttions, and have peoplcd the
CarLi, air, and wate 'with isps wlao
cause Uic thunder, wlsd, carthquakes,
and storms. As a nation the .Japaues
am veyccrmonious and polit. thouga
Dot Alwajys acting in Pccrd wlth West-
ern idças. Mm. P. S. CurtIs, of Ya=&-
quchii, 'writea am Interestlng account of
a Japaucs disnet party, of whlel we
give extracum a lliustrating *ome o! thé
social Customns:
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