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ture of vice, French novels of the worst type, translated into cheap English
forms, were found'to be extensively imported as Lusiness ventures by cor-
rupt and uuscrupulons men. The extent of this evil has been found to be
appalling.

A similar condition of things has appeared in Siam, where my late col-
league, Dr. Mitchell, when on a visit three or four years ago, was informed
that the high officials of the government were receding from their favor-
able attitude toward female education, for the reason that the Siamese
women and girls who had learned to read were being corrupted by the vile
literature which was thrown upon the market at Dangkok.

Such discouragements as these should not be allowed too great weight,
but it is well to recognize the fact that tares are sown abundantly with the
wheat, and that if the true husbandnen are not alert, the tares may exceed
the harvest. )

Another consideration which lhas raised some question as to the policy
of missionary education, is the alleged fact that in proportion to the great
expenditure made by certain socicties especially engaged in the higher
training, the number of conversions has seemed small as compared with
the results gained by other societies devoted mainly to evangelistic work.
A spirit of discontent with these results has sometimes manifested itself
in some of the churches, and has been made a matter of criticism by the
serular press, with invidious comparisons as to the relative ¢ cost of a
convert.”’

Now a thoroughly enlightened estimate would, of course, make little
account of these criticisms, and would place greater value upon the broader
scope of future results, Still these complaints have not been easy to
meet ; and, more or less in response to a popular feeling, certain societics
have been organized with the paramount aim of direct evangelization, and
their undenominational work based upon that policy has won a large degree
of sympathy and support. * Institutionalism,” as it is sometimes rather
slightingly called, has been held at a discount, and men have plead for the
direct work of preaching the Gospel as a message to the adults of this
generation. In answer to the argument of the “‘seed-sowers,” it has
been said that the fifty or sixty years of seed-sowing that have been spent
in some ficlds ought by this time to bring forth plentiful harvests ; that
the great work demanded by the vresent generation of dying men cannot
be longer sacrificed to the work of teaching a limited number from whom
results are to be expected in the distant years to come.

Under the influence of these various disappointments and diflicultics,
it is not strange that the whole question of missionary education should
have come up for re-cxamination, and that a feeling in favor of placing
greater emplhasis upon the direct work of preaching the Gospel to en and
women, as it was proclaimed in the days of the apostles, should have come
to demand a greater emphasis. I think I am safe in saying that in most
of the missionary organizations represented in this conference, and in others




