
DAVID BRAINERD.

Brainerd literally obeyeci the ,asceiide(l Lord. H1e wcnt forth wvith
the Bible only ini lis liands. Hie gave liisef to prayer and to, thc
preaching of the Word of God, to catechectical instruction, to direct
efforts to conivert souls and train thini for Christ. Ile at once began
to preack to these untutored, imcivilizecl, degraded barbarians the cen-
tral truthi of Christianity, the cardinal doctrines of the Christian systcmi
-the very saie doctrines whIidhl Jonathian Edwards thoen preachied in
Northampton, and whici l)r. Jolrn Hll preaches to-day on Fifth
avenlue in New York City-and( hoe prcachied tiem wvitlî thc saine dis-
tinctuess ani discrimination and. directncss and i rgenlcy,.and appliea-
tion ; and the samne resuits followed 11He lad to preach througli an
iliterpreter. lie labored undrr a thousand disadvanitages. But hoe
hionored God's word, Go&ls rncthod of s'aving sinniers, and hoe preachied

1n prayed ivith faith in the efficacy of the gospel and the Holy Spirit's
power; and the effeet, the fruit, ivas the saine at K.ianuu ek, and.
Crossweeksing., and ut tIc riorks of thc Delaware, as at Northampton,
zind iii New York City, and in primitive turnes.

Ilave ive not, in thiese days of wcak faitlî and decay of spiritual life,
departeil quite too far from thc apoelolic idea and pr-actico un our mis-
siouary endeavors? A-e we noV rnu-king organiizations, sehlools, civilizing
inifluences, nmachinery, and merely hurnan devices, al together too promi-
iient? Is inot the natural, if not tIc inevitable tendeney of sudh a policy
to unduly exait th i 1Lan, elemenit ut the expense of the divine? Ani
1snot flic effeet tow~eaklen ouirhold on God, to lesser- thiefeknccssity of
prayer, and t1icHoly Spirit's omniipotenit energy? is itnfot prccious turne
lost? are not energies wvitsted ? andi is not the time of liurvest delayed ?

Christ understood perfectly the cond itions and necessities of the case,
aindt1ie nature andl adaptability of tIc gospel to, its end, %hcn. hoe coin-
missioned the disciples to, go and teachi -ill nations. And we knowv
iliv the disciples understood his messagc, and how they obeyed it;
their one uniformi and uniiversal method among Jews and Grceks and
liomans, alike amnong barbarians and in civili'sed, communities, w'us to
preach Christ and him crucified, and to organize a.nd gat1ier the coni-
verts into Christian clurches on the simple basis of the g(spel. Thely
kiiew nothing about our modern tijeories and accessories. WC dIo not
fi flhe sliglitest trace of any of these modes or machinery inu the
p)rimitive church's effort t(> evangelize tlc -world. A-ad mun. nature

*is flie same to-day as thon ; and the condition of the heuathen -%Vor1dl is
essentially the saine. And yet wve have drifted inito a totilly differeut

*methiod. WCe have corne virtually to put civilizaution, educution, prepa-
ratinn. l)efore and in pace of tIe gospel. It is not cthe foolîilness of
Jireaoling"e se mudli as it is the perfection of appliances and construc-
tive agencies and civilizing forces that is thec churchi's main reliance to-
day for tIe evaingelization of thc world, boflu nominally Christian and
Ileatien!
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